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HE Privilege of addreſſing ;Qur- 

{elves to our Maker, and! enjoys 

re hand that Intercourſe, 

we hope and believe will 

be our Employment and Felicity through 

the Ages of Eternity, is the greateſt that 
We are capable of in . Wards and 

more or leſs valued, 


diſtinguiſh our aer adi ope ” 
ſelves the Knowledge of our own Hearts, 
1 Diju ye of Devotion 1 
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Room to miſtake our Condition, but is a 
ſure Proof of a hardened and abandoned 
Diſpoſition. A cold and infreguent Applica- 
tion to it ſhews that We have placed our 
Affections on ſome other Object than that 
which ought to be our principal Aim; whilſt 
a rational Satisfaction in the punctual Return 
to the proper Seaſons of Devotion, thews 
the Heart to be right; and that We conſider 
this World, as Providence deſigned it, as a 
probationary Paſſage to another. 
It might well have been hoped, that with 
Reſpect to ſo rational, ſo eaſy, ſo delightful 
a Duty as that of Prayer, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſhould have had Nothing to do, 
but to illuſtrate and recommend the Practice 
of it; and that our Exhortations on this 
Subject ſhould not have been interrupted by 
Argumentation and Controverſy. Vet we 
muſt with Concern acknowledge, that even 
here the moſt contradictory Extremes have 
been advanced. Difficulties have been urged, 
which neither Reaſon nor Religion could 
have ſuggeſted; and We have 3 called 
on by Some, to vindicate the Liberty of 
praying to our Maker at all; and by Ochers, 
to vindicate the Liberty of doing any Thing 3 
elſe in this World but praying. 
Thoſe natural and moral Attributes of the 
Hes. which are the . Foundation "te | 
. the 
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the Obligation of this Duty, and the grea 

Encouragement to the Diſcharge of it, a 
been made the Grounds of Objection againſt 
it. It is a dreadful Truth, that Diſcourſes 
have been profeſſedly publiſhed to under- 
mine all the Comfort, and Piety, and Vir- 
tue, which conſiſt in and proceed from our 
ſetious and devout Applications to the Deity, 
But it will be a more pleaſing. Taſk, and 
more pertinent to the Deſign of the enſuing 
Performance, to obviate than to repeat and 
eonfute the Objections of thoſe, who muſt 
long and far have wandered from the Paths 
of Truth,” and muſt have ſpeculated deeply 
to overturn all Religion, and Morality, and 
Human Comfort, before They could think 
that they had- diſcerned, or could delight to 
have proclaimed, that there was no Ground 
or Reaſon aa Man to addreſs Fabi to 
his Maker. 

For let Us examine Ourſelves, bak into 
our own Hearts, and ſee whether We do 
not find ſome innate Evidence, as it were, 
of our, Obligation to this Duty. Have We 
not a Conſtitutional. Tendency to Devotion, 
which the wiſe Author of our Nature has 
implanted in Us, to raiſe Us to Himſelf, and 


to prevent a total Addiction to world ly Af- 


fections and Defires? Do we not feel this 
tum! Diſpoſition to apply to a ſupreme 
B 2 Power 
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Power for Relief and Support? And under 
a Senſe of preſent Diſtreſs, Does not this 
Call of Nature anticipate any Searches into 
the Obligations of this Duty, and produce 
immediate and almoft involuntary Ejaculati- 
| ens? From Nature let us advance to Argu- 
| ment, and examine this Practice by the caok- 
eſt Dictates of Reaſon. Is it not is in itſelf, 
that a dependent Creature ſhould own his 
Dependence on his Creator, ſhould apply to 


| the only Power that can relieve Him, and 
| thankfully acknowledge the Relief that He 
| has been bleſſed with? What Duty can poſ- 


fibly be argued from the Nature and Fitneſs 
of Things, if This of Devotion cannot ? If it 
can be allowable for Man to live regardleſs 
of Him, from whom He has received all 
that He has, and from whom He expects all 
that He hopes for; and in whom, according 
to the ſtricteſt Philoſophy as well as ſureſt 
Revelation, He Ives and moves and has bis 
Being ? If this Relation to the Author of 
our Beings, the Giver of all our Faculties, 
and Diſpenſer of all our Bleſſings, does not 
bind Us to a Return of Supplications and 
Thankigivings, the Lau of Nature means 
Nothing; and the Rule of Right, which has 
been ſometimes offered as the Standard of 
Duty, in Oppoſition to Revelation; muſt be 


e v 
intended only to prove our ſole Right to the 
Management of Ourſelves. 

But beſides this more abſtracted Conſider- 
ation of the Fitneſs of the Thing, let Us con- 
fider the Ffe&s of Prayer wich Reſpect both 
to our Maker and to Ourſelves ; ; and This 
will farther open to Us both the Ob/zgation 
of this Duty, and the den of its Ap- 
pointment. 

We know very well, that No Man can 
be profitahle unto God, as He that is wiſe 
may be profitable unto Himſel If, Our Good- 
neſs extendeth not unto Him, nor is his Hap- 

neſs increaſed by all the Services that We 
can perform. Yet is He pleaſed to i 
our Services, and even to ftile them ſuc 
atid to repreſent it as promoting bis Ghry, 
to publiſh his Praiſes amongſt Men, and 
to Ns Others to the Adoration of Him. 
Now Prayer is the beſt Means to this End, 
the moſt immediate Inſtrument by Which 
We publi ſh our own Sehſe of our Depen- 
Knees on Divine Ptovidence ; and thereby 
call out Fellow Creatures to the ſame Ac- 
knowledgrhent. It is a plain Teſtimony of 
o Beli of the almighty Power and Wiſ- 
dont and Gebe that govern the World, 
a Declaration of our Truft in theſe Divine 
Attributes; and as ſuch is a Proof to the 
Reſt of Mankind, of that which We eſteem 

* 3 their 
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their only Refuge in all their Wants or 
Diſtreſſes. Thus every Prayer includes ſome 
kind of Praiſe; It is an Homage paid to the 
Sovereignty of the Creator; a Confeſſion of 
the Neceſſity of the Aſſiſtance which We 
ſupplicate; and it implies the true and hum- 
ble Acknowledgment of our own natural 
and moral Weakneſs. This is therefore 
ſetting forth the Honour of God, as much as 
any Act of Man can do it. It is the. right 
Method of publiſhing and eſtabliſhing the 
general Belief of a ſuperintending Provi- 
W FVVÄHNNV Ls. 
Again, The Effect of habitual Prayer upon 
Ourſelves is great and evident, and an un- 
doubted Proof of the Obligation and Advan- 
tage of it. This is the great Method of 
keeping up in Ourſelves a Senſe of Duty and 
of the Object of it; the only Means of pro- 
moting both our Piety and our Satisfaction 
in this World. It reminds Us daily of. our 
Obligations to our Maker, of our Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt Him, of the Importance of 
our Return to Him, and of the Neceſſity 
of his gracious. Aſſiſtance to enable Us. to 
return to Him in the Ways of Holineſs and 
Virtue. It is a continuah Call to religious 
Meditations, to ſerious Recollections of the 
Per fections of the Creator and the Imperfec= 
tions of all his Creatures; and it fixes in our 
e e e e e en 
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Hearts a ſtronger Impreſſion of theſe mo- 
mentous Truths, than any other Method 
that can be deviſed, TOP 
And of what great Importance is even 
this Circumſtance ? If Men continually re- 
membered what they habitually belzeve, con- 
cerning their Dependence upon Providence, 
the Means of ſecuring the Divine Favour, 
and the infinite Conſequences of it, would 
it be poſſible that They ſhould live, as too 
Many of them do? Would not ſuch Re- 
cCollection either preſerve them uniformly in 
a regular Courſe, or recover them ſpeedily 
to it? And is not This the happy Tendency 
and immediate Influence of frequent Devoti- 
on? Are not Thoſe who are moſt punctual 
in their Prayers, in general, the moſt ex- 
emplary in their Lives? and are not the op- 
en Contemners of this holy Exerciſe uſually 
found to be as diflolute in their Morals, as 
They are irreligious in their Profeſſions ? Is 
not this the plain and well-known Effect of 
Attendance on publick and private Worſhip 
amongſt the general Profeſſors of our Re- 
ligion ? and may we not farther appeal to 
the Experience of the moſt pious amongſt 
them, whether they have not felt, very ra- 
tionally felt, an immediate good Effect from 
a ſerious and attentive Application to Devo- 
tion? Have not their Hearts burned within 
TV 
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-thtm with \ Divine Love and Gratitnile; 


whilſt They have been pouring them out 
to their great Friend and Benefactor and 


Have They not fiſen from their Prayers bet- 


ter diſpoſed, and even more confirmed in 
their good Reſolutions, than when They en- 
tered on them? If this be unintelligible to 
thoſe who themſelves have long diſufed 
them, We muſt return to de ſurer 


Proof of a good Life, and the more eminent 


Degrees of Righteouſneſs prevailing amonꝑſt 


thoſe, who ſanctify and improve the com- 
mon Duties of their Station by regular Re- 


turns to this holyIntercourſe with their Maker, 
' Now this one Obſervation removes the 
Grounds of every Difficulty that can be 
raiſed concerning the Succeſs of Prayer, or 
its Influence and Prevalence with the Deity. 


For though God ſees and knows our Wants 
without Our telling Him, though he is dif- 
poſed to relieve them without being wearied 
into Charity by our Importunity, and though 


all his Concils ate immutable, and not li- 
able to be changed by the earneſtRequeſts of 
Others; yet our Prayers having ſuch an In- 
fluence and Efe# upon Ourſelves, may make 
Us the proper Objects of the Divine Favour ; 
which otherwiſe: We ſhould not have been; 


and may thereby entitle Us to the Divine 
Promiſes; 3 which without this Method We 


ſhould 


* 1 _- 
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the Merits of our Redeemer; which W. 
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in theſe Caſes pray to God to change bis 
Mind; but We pray that We may: attain 
thoſe Qualifications; which, ac to 
his eternal and immutable- Purpoſe, are the 
neceſſary Conditions of his Favour, It is a 
moſt undoubted-Truth, that He grants Fa- 
vouts of many Kinds: to Men upon their 
earneſt Prayers, which He would not have 
granted without them; but where is the 
Change in ſuch a Caſe? In Ourſekves moſt 
certainly, if We attentively conſider the 
Matter, and not in our Mater, His Defigh 
was always the ſame, to receive and hear 
and aſſiſt ſuch as come to Him with real 
Sincerity of Heart, with humble Confeſſion 
of Mouth, and with ſuitable Holineſs of 
Life. Theſe are the Terms which alone 
can entitle Us to his Favour; and when We 
have fulfilled them; when a ſincere Deſire 
of Obedience has led Us to Devotion; and 
Devotion has excited Us to and confirmed. 
Us in Righteouſneſs, then We may reaſon- 
ably expect Mercies from our Maker throuph 


had no Pretenſions to expect before. -God 
is ſtill the ſame; but We Ourſelves are now 
ai ferent Perſons, and by Devotion, Contri- 
tion and Amendment are now become. Ob- 
jects of his Favour; whilſt They who con- 


tiaue 
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tinue regardleſs of Him, and diſobedient to 
Him, remain the juſt Obes of his Wund 
and DiſpleaſureQ. — 

There may be ſome Conifubon' in our 
Ideas, or Difficulty in our Expreſſions, 
when we think or write on this Subject ; but 
if We apprehend the | Cafe rightly, and 
ſtate it clearly, there is no real Myſtery in it. 
The Laws of God are unalterable ; the 

Conditions on which He will receive Us to 
Favour, are publiſhed, and will not, cannot be 
reverſed. Theſe Conditions are well. known 
to be, that We addreſs Ourſelves to Him for 
Aſſiſtance both in our ſpiritual and temporal 
Concerns, and that with faithful Diligence 
in both Inſtances We apply that Aſſiſtance. 
Devotion therefore and . Induſtry and Holi- 
neſs are the neceſſary Terms of the Divine 
Favour; and when We pray to God, 
and perform our own Part, and reform our 
own Lives, then We are entitled to Ac- 
ceptance; and may reaſonably expect a 
Bleſſing, which They have no Reaſon to 
expet, who do nut comply with theſe 
Terms. In ſuch ſuppoſed Caſe, the Di- 
vine Purpoſe is not altered but compleated ; 
by our becoming ſuch Perſons, as the 
Promiſes, according to their original In- 


tent, were calculated "ors and ie 
$74 | to, 
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There is 0 Alteration in the Divine 
Fe or in the Effects of them. 
The Walo, Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
God did from all Eternity propoſe the Ag 
ceptance of returning Sinners, who ſhould 
apply for Mercy in theMethod of true Prayer, 

and ſhould. thereby form Themſelves to a 
Temper, - - which ſhould make them meet 
to be Partakers of the Divine Grace. And 
this general Purpoſe is fulfilled in parti- 
cular Inſtances, when Men who hereto- 
fore were corrupt, thoughtleſs of Duty, 
and deſtitute of Grace, do yet in Time 
recollect 9 pour out their Hearts 
with Siacerity to their Maker, exert their 
own beſt Endeavours, recover in ſome 
Degree to a State of Holineſs, atid there- 
by recoyer a, proportionable Degree of Fa- 
vour with their Maker. 

All This is ſo far from implying any 
Change in the Deity, that it illuſtrates the 
ſteady and invariable Rule by which He 
acts. It ſhews that He is not influenced 
by Caprice or Weakneſs, but that He 
will always do that which is right, and 
will renden io every One according 10 bis 
Mors. He would be truly liable to this 

Charge, if He acted otherwiſe; if He 

ever deviated from this unerring Rule, and 
wade | no Diſtinction between thoſe who 

TE . ſt 
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are ſo much diſtinguiſhed in their Beha: 
viocutr towards Him. If the Devout, | who 
daily apply to God in Prayer, were no. 


otherwiſe tegarded by Him, than thoſe 
who own no Providence, of expreſs no 
Dependence on Him, then He might be 
thought to act by ſome other Principle 
than the Harmony of the Divine Attri“ 
butes ; and Marability might be the Con- 
ſequence, if infinite Wiſdom and Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice did not direct every Diſ- 
penſation; and if a due Regard was not 
expreſſed to a due Imitation of thoſe ado- 
fable Perfections. 


It is no way derogatory to the Eube- 


diency of Wes, but it is a rational 
Anſwer to the Suggeſtions of ſuch Specu- 
latiſis, as would draw Inferences to the 
Diſcredit of theſe devout "Exerciſes from 


the Contemplation of the Divine Perfec- 


tions, that forne of the beſt and wiſeft Philo- 
ſophers ſtated the Caſe in this Manner, and 
conſidered Prayer as proceeding from, and 


as farther confirming a Spirit of Holineſ, in 


the Perſons praying; leading them to a 
Reſemblance of the Deity addrefled to, 
and by forming them into the Divine Image, 
entitling them to the Divine F avour. W 

The 
2 . Lib. V. $. 21. Xenophon Cyropæd. 
Lib. I. P. 97. Plato Alcibiad, II. 
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The great Advantage of Revelation in this 
Reſpect now is, that what ſome very wiſe 
Men thus excellently fpake heretofore, is 
now more univerfally the Subject of every 
common Chriſtian's Knowledge ;—that the 
Eficacy of Prayer” is taught with greater 
antes higher — z kn that 
| all Objections are precluded ; the Practice 
plainly enjoined, and the Motives to it ear- 
neſtly enforced. — = 
God Almighty certainly beſt knows what 

is right and fit and proper in the Conduct of 
his Creatures towards Himſelf; and therefore 
when he has directed them to pray to Him, 
They have Nothing to do but to believe 
without Diſpute, and to obey without Re- 
ferve. It is of Uſe rather to ſilence Gainſay- 
ers, than to evince the Duty to Chriſtians, 
to obſerve how it may be argued out from 
the Principles of mere Reaſon, and how 
happily a few Philoſophers hit upon the 
Argument. It is a juſt Reproof to Thoſe 
who affect ſuperior Diſcernment, to remind 
them, how narrow are their Conceptions, 
how partial and ſuperficial their View of the 
Subject. For when the Intercourſe between 
Creatures and their Creator is the Point un- 
der Conſideration, how unequal muſt be the 
Determination which ariſes only from Re- 


uf 
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flections on Him fo whom the Devotions are 
addreſſed, without any View to the Effect on 
the Perſons by whom they are addrefled ? The 
Objectors conſider only the Nature of God, 
and on that awful Subject find Room to 
raiſe Difficulties ; but They ſhould conſider 
alſo the Nature of Man, and then thoſe Dif- 
culties would vaniſh, and They would ſee 
the Wiſdom of making Devotion'the Title 
to preſent Mercies, and the Preparation for 
future ones. The Philoſophers conſidered 
Both; and They who beſt attended to and 
explained the Divine Attributes, were moſt 
ſucceſsful in their Account of Prayer ; moſt 
happy in cutting off the ſuperſtitious ane 

retaining the eſſential Parts of that Duty; in 
ſtating the Account of it ſo as it might 5 
ar moſt rational and uſeful; moſt to the 
Honour of God and to the Wale Of Man- 
kind. fort 
For if habitual Bau has, even by a 
natural Effet, a happy Influence on our 
Hearts and Tempers and Actions, inſomuch 
that it is better for Ourſelves and for the 
World, that we ſhould be enjoined the con- 
ſtant Uſe of Prayer; if it forms Us to an 
Imitation of the Divine Nature, and makes 
us more like the God We worſhip, and more. 
4 to receive his Favours, and enjoy his 
Preſenco 
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Preſence, then the Reaſonableneſs Fry thoſe 
Precepts which relate to this Duty, and the 
Nature of the Promiſes annexed to it, are, 
without entering into more abſtruſe Spe- 
culations, very clearly explained and "uy ſa- 
tisfactorily aſcertained, - 
With Reſpect to the Promiſes annexed to 
the faithful Diſcharge of this Duty, great 
is theAdvantage of Revelation, and great our 
Privilege in being bleſſed with the Know- 
lege of it. When the Wiſe Men amongſt 
the Heathens ſaw thoſe who where indevout 
and regardleſs of the Deity, thriving in their 
Poſſeſſions, and proſperous in all their Un- 
dertakings ; when They ſaw the humble Sup- 
plicant, and religious Worſhipper of the 
Gods, unrelieved in his Diſtreſs, and con- 
tinuing under Pain, or Want, or cruel Op- 
preſſion, They were confounded at the Ap- 
pearance : Their former Arguments ſunk to 
nothing even in their own Sight, and the 
Difficulty was beyond any Solution that They 
could offer. Whereas by the Inſtruction 
which We are vouchſafed in the Goſpel, 
We are taught that the Divine Favour: in 
any Situation is the greateſt of Bleſſings; 
that the Continuance of Afflictions, if borne 
with Reſignation, is a Step to a higher De- 


gree of future Glory; and that o// Ti bin "gs 
wy 


fina 
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finally work tigetber for. Good to how: of 
obe Goll. Under this Perſuaſion, the Want 
of immediate Relief diſcourages not the Re- 
petition of our Devotions; rior is the Failure 
of our Succeſs in the particular Inſtance 
which We pray for, any Sort 6f Proof of 
the Ineſteacy of our Prayers. ' It may be 
better for Us, that We ſhould fail in that 
particular Requeſt; and the God to whom 
We pray, and who hears the Prayers of the 
Righteous, knows beſt what is fit for Us, 
and will infallibly order that which is, upon 
the whole, beſt for us. This Doctrine 
leaves Room for repeated Prayers to Pro- 
vidence, for a firm Tra/t in God, and an 
entire Reſgnation to Him. It repreſents true 
Devotion as the Means of attaining the Di- 
vine Favour, raifes a good Hope of preſent 
Relief, if That ſhall prove indeed a Bleſſing 
to Us; and ſecures to Us a perfect Confi- 
dence in almighty Goodneſs, that the final 
Iſſue of all Things ſhall be the more com- 
fortable for the patient Taal * Evil 
of this Lifſe a Gr RAINY 
Upon the Whole then, We are abfolote⸗ 
ly ſure of accerting in our Prayers and of 
being entitled to the 'Blefling « of God by 
Mea 8 of our Devotions, if they are in all 
Reſpect Tuch as +; ſhould: be, IE are duly 
applied 
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applied to the Regulation of our Lives: 
though we are not equally ſure of the par- 
ticular Metbod, in which this Bleſſing will 
be beſtowed upon us. Our Prayers for i- 
ritual. Mercies, ſuch as the Forgiveneſs of 
our Sins, and the Aſſiſtance of Divine 
Grace, if they proceed from ſincere Hearts, 
and end in Holy Lives, will not fail to be 
anſwered in Kind, and to bring down. the 
particular Mercies implored. Our Suppli- 
cations for temporal Bleſſings, ſuch as the 
Continuance of Life, or the Reſtoration of _ 

Health, or the Removal of Diſtreſſes, and 
the like, will lkewiſe undoubtedly prevail, 
either according to our own: Wiſhes, or the 
more wiſe Direction of Providence. Whe- 
ther either of theſe would prove indeed a 
Bleſſing to us, God knows, but we do not; 
and therefore all Petitions of this Kind are 
„always to be offered up with an entire Re- 
| | /anation to the Divine Wiſdom ; and when 
4 


ey are ſo offered, will certainly recom- 

5 — us to the Divine Goodneſs. If the 
Sickneſs inflicted on us was intended as an 

Act of Diſcipline, or as an Inſtance of Trial, 

do correct former Miſconduct, or to prove 

y our preſent Submiſſion, or to increaſe our 

future Zeal. in Religious Matters; when it 

y has: anſwered this Ead, and our warm Devo- 
& © ton has teſtified. a right Diſpoſition, m_ 
ere 
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there ts no Doubt, but that if This was the 
only End of this Diſpenſation, our Prayers 
will be heard even according to our own 
Requeſt; and we fhall be reſtored to our 
former Health, and to farther Time and 
Methods of Probation. A Man cannot be- 
lieve the Scriptures, who does not believe, 
that in this as well as other Inſtances, God 
grants Mercies to thoſe who pray to Him 
for them, which He with- holds from others 
who neglect this Duty. And it is right and 
fit in itſelf, and no Reflection on bis Immu- 
tability, that he does ſo; 28 bas before deen 
illuttrated. 

But if che Bickneſs or otker Caſualty, was 
intended for farther Purpoſes, as the Neans 
of releafing us from this World, and all the 
Troubles of it, yet even then it is not to be 
underftood that our Prayers are unſucceſi- 
ul, becauſe the Affliction. is not immediate- 
ly removed. We pray for God's Merey, 
and this we are ſure of, if we pray aright ; 
We pray for our Recovery, if He ſees fit, 
dut if not, we pray that his Will may be done 
in this as well as in other Particulars; and 
thus we are fure that our Prayers wil be 
acrompliſhed. By this Nefgnatiam to the 
Divine Will, we ſecure 4 more valuable 
Bleſſing than the Continuance of this Life, 
9929 we ourſelves deſired: We are better 
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the moſt 
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repared fot the Entrance into another Life, 
ese to better Hopes in it:: and a 
Soul that depar 


ts in Peace, in Ejaculations 


lify it for the the next State, 


and with an humble Claim to the Promiſes 


of it through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, has not 
ſurely loſt its Labour in all the Petitiqns 
ond forth in the Interval even e 4 w 
tal Indiſpoſition. 25% Bs 1 

This Vier efahe Caſe is neceſſary ta re- 
mind dhe f baughtleſs'of the — of 


Devotion in all theſe Seaſons of Danger, 


whatever the Event may prove. When they 
ſee no out ward Diſtinction made between 
the Pious and the Wicked, They are apt to 
think that there teallyis none between them. 


When They ſee thoſe who uſe no Prayers, 


recover: without any, and Others who are 


punctual in this Duty, carried off 
by the Violence of their Diidwpers: They 
ate apt to conſider ſuch "Applications as 


\fruatkfs; and to ſuppoſe that in this Reſpect 


tbers i tene Buent to the Righteous: an to the 
Mialed; to Wm that lad God, und to 


Hi tlas ſerueth bim not. Whereas the chief 
IJ] Importance of this World depends 
al \Ralitortmemothers Dur Conti ance here 
is eithtr 4 Judgment;,of a Blefing1 
WP He which is: made of it. A Ptolon- 


On its 


gccording 


C 2 - gation 


to its Maker; in a holy Diſpoſition to qua- 
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tion of Life without Grace to improve it, 
is indeed a Calamity, as it will add to a Man's 
Sins, and increaſe his Puniſhment :"whilſt 
an earlier Tranſlation to a ſecure and happy 
State can be eſteemed no Penalty. 80 great 
is the Uncertainty of Mens Judgments,” 2s to 
what are to be called Mercies or Mrsfor- 
7unes ; and much greater ſtil}, as to the Mo- 
tives Which” influence the Divine Diſpen- 
ſation in either Caſe. The Sickneſs and Re- 
covery of the Wicked may be vindidlive to 
them, and yet be beneficial to the Reſt of 
Mankind, 'by illuſtrating the Uncertainty 
of our beſt Enjoyments; by ſhewing that 
there is ſtil Room for Hope even in the 
greateſt Danger; and by enforcing the Ne- 
5 5 5 of an entire Dependence upon Pro- 
vidence* in all Caſes. Whereas either the 
One or the Other ; the Indiſpoſition, or the 
Deliverance from it, may be a Mercy to the 
Righteous, as the Occaſion of purifying their 
Souls, watming their devout Affect ions, #nd 
qualifying them the better to ſtruggle with 
the Temptations of this World, or to Soy 

the Felicities of the next. They have gr 
Reafon therefore, when They are favoured 
'with' Recovery from an IIIneſs, to aſeribe 
it to the Bleffing of God granted to their 
Prayers; to be cankful for it as ſuch, and 
by conſtant and continual Devotion to endea- 
5 vour 


C 


vour to render it a real Ble ung to them 
ſelves. N 

It is an Inſtance and: Bogen of ITY 
great Wiſdom and Mercy of God, that! in 
our preſent State We are. left ignorant, of 
almoſt every T hing but what affects. c our 
own, Praftice, We know not before-hand 
what the Event will be, when We in Dan- 
ger addreſs ourſelves with ardent Prayers to 
God for Relief; but our Danger excites 
our Devotion, and. our Devotion not only 
expreſſes but improves the religious Frame 
of our. Mind. We. know that bal Is 
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Care * Providence : : that if our l 
ance on Earth will be a Blefling to us, and 
not inconſiſtent, with the other D eligns of 
Heaven, it will be granted to our Requeſts; 
if otherwiſe, yet our Removal will be to a 

| Advantage, if pur Neyotions be indeed th 
genuine Expreſſions of our Souls. Thin i is 
that exact Degree, of Knowledge, 5 
ſuits our Nature. and Condition 30 w hich 


a * we Fara tional, flags VA ex 
F PA ro ils 


„ 


plains and juſtifies the Vt, and qiiickeri 
and TINS the Exerciſe of 1 = 

Can We avoid reflecking on the Com fert 
as well as on the Obligation of this Duty? 
Prayer is in all Caſes and in all We Parts of 
it, a \ Relief and 8 port to the dejected Mind, 
but more eſpecially in the Seaſons of Afflic- 
tion and Indiſpoſition. When the Con- 
cience is burdened with a Senſe of Guilt, 
and with Apprehenſions of Vengeance, the 
Opening our Grief to our beſt Friend, Who 
can, and who alone can aſſiſt Us in this 
Difficulty ; who has Power to forgive Sins, 
who can inſpire Us with good Reſolutions, 
and can ſtrengthen Us to fulfil them; This 
groin Permiſſion of Application to our 

ot Fon Lord and Benefactor, is the 521. 

ge of our frail Condition, and that 
Without which We ſhould be of all Crea- 
Tures ; the mf miſerable, 

"Hil t when theſe Wiunds of Re Shy Fe | 
felt at the ſame Tithe! ſhe at We ate ſuffering 
under the Dj eaſes of oh Hudies; When the 
| Pn, are ſinking „ an, this mortal Part | 
| ears to be near its ifolution, "en 

rtance of this Pri Vilege | Ines "more 
pero fly, and is the "only "Satiofativn 
that Men 4 that Situation" $' capable of, 
= will not Indeed be of. Ec aal Con fort. to 
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all, but it is the greateſt which c an give real 
Comfort to any. Though. we havens Au- 
thority in general to promiſe Acce| tance to 
the Repentance of a Death Bed, a er A Life 
entirely diſſolute and prophane," yet We can 
as little doubt but that there will be ſome 
Diſtinction made between thoſe who die 
hardned and impenitent, and thoſe who 
even ſo late ſee the Things which belon I 
their Peace, and fly with? ſincere Contrition 
and Devotion to the Mercy of God as their 
only Refuge, God ſees the Sincerity of 
Mens Hearts in theſe Caſes, which we can- 
not pretend to diſtinguiſh ; and though there 
is much Room for Felf-Deceit 3 in the Peni- 
tents themſelves, yet if their Hearts are true, 
the Searcher of them will perceive it 3 and 
there is ſtill ſome Hope left in the unbound- 
ed, uncovenauted Moree? df their Maker ; 
who may yet grant them farther Time to 
repent and amend in; or may, beyond what 
He has promiſed, make favourable Allow- 
ances; to ſo late a Return to Him, TW hich 
might have rovedl Hncere, if farther Tithe 
had been Aopen for the Probation. © But 

882850 to do Juſtice to the Terms of the 
6a Doyen nt, We muſt put all ] this tp- 
offbilities,, 2 it deſerves C 1 

the Pre- 


0. this remain 27 hich, 
ſervative from' rang, Thy 3 Mi N G 


. is owing to 0 this Pri- 
vilege, 


' 
| 
Ul 
| 
10 
th 
il 
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vilege, of the worſt Sinners, and the lateſt 
Penitents being permitted in the laſt Scenes 


of Liſe: to fer their Prayers to God. | 
But to Perſons of better Character this 


Privilege is till: the greater. To thoſe who 


have only the common Errors and Infir- 


mities of our frail Humanity to anſwer for, 


and to thoſe who have been more exem- 
plary in their Lives, and uſeful in their Sta- 


tions, this Method of Devotion, and Liberty 
of recommending their Sins to Forgiveneſs, 


and their good Deeds to Acceptance, will 


yield the higheſt Satisfaction at a Time when 
They are incapable of any other. Humility, 
and a deep Senſe of our own Unworthineſs, 

is the diſtinguiſhing Part of the beſt. Chriſ- 
tian's Character; and therefore He will find 


Cauſe enough to lament his Deviations from 
the right Path, and his Want of better Per- 
fection; to fly to the Atonement of a Re- 


-deemer,/ and the Interceſſion of a Mediator. 
and to found all his Hopes, after his beſt 


Endeavours, only on the; Mercy f | God 
through Chriſt. But in ſuch Ne dad 


in — Conſciouſneſs of ſuch good Endea- 
vours, He will feel a Joy beyond Deſcrip- 


tion; whilſt every other Scene or Thought 


around Him yields only Pain and Sorrow 
and Affliction. Secure in che Favour of that 


God, whoſe Mercies extend ene 
ite, 
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Life, He can look with Refignation on the 
preſent Pains and approaching Concluſion 
of it; and can make That his moſt reviving 
Conſolation, which, without this Support, 
would have been his greateſt Terror. For 
how dreadfully miſerable is the Lot of One, 
who under the Decays of Age, the Weak- 

neſs of Indiſpoſition, the Agonies of finking 
Nature, believes in no God to whom He 
may apply for Refuge; or who has been 
taught that it is to no Purpoſe to apply to 
Him ? Where is the. Prudence or the Bene- 
volence of ſuch Doctrine? Should not fo 
ſad a Condition, which will ſo ſoon be our 
own, be more comfortably provided for? 
Certainly there is as little Wiſdom and 
Charity, as there is Truth, in depriving. Us 
of the Conſolation of Devotion in an inevita- 

ble Diſtreſs, which will admit of no other. 
What has hitherto been ſaid of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Efficacy of Prayer, when of- 
fered up for Our ſelues, is in its Nature and 
Proportion applicable to that which We 
offer up likewiſe for Others. In the Duty 
of Interceſſiun indeed We are ſtill more en- 
lightned by and obliged to Revelation, than in 
any other Part of petitionary Worſhip. Lit- 
tle could be ſaid, or at leaſt, Little was ſaid, 
on this Article, by thoſe, who had only their 
natural Reaſon to direct them. But it x 
| 9 | the 
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the clear and expreſs Direction ef Holy 
Scripture, that We fhould pray for Each 
Other; that Supplications, Prayers, Inter- 
cafes, and Giving o Thanks be made for all 
Men. 1 Tim. 2. 1. and in particular, that 
if ny be Sick, Tbey ſhould call for the Elders 
F the Church, that They migbt pray over 
 Fhem. Jam. 5. 14. And though This was 
a Duty not inſiſted on by Heathens, yet how 
<edtirely content with Reaſon, how excellent 
in itſelf, how" beneficial in its Effects, does 
it now appear, ſince it has been enjoined 
by Revelation ? If Prayer itſelf was inſti- 
tuted as fuited to our Nature and Condition, 
and calculated to have a good Influence on 
our Conduct, this Kind of Prayer is entitled 
to every Part of the Recommendation. 
As We are ſocial Creatures, the Propriety 
of ſocial Devotion appears immediately in 
the ſtrongeſt Light; and as we are framed 
with a Principle of Benevolence within Us, 
pet with an Incapacity of doing all the 
Good We may charitably with to be done, 
this Method moſt happily occurs of ſupply- 
ing our on and others Defects, by recom- 
amending them and all their Wants to the 
Bounty and Merey of our common and all- 
ſufficient Benefactor. More particularly, 
this Practice is not only founded on this 
good Tempet, but is . 
25 an 
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and confirm it; Hrerreſton inſtructs Us in, 
and reminds us of the Love gf our Neigb- 


Bour, and extorts it from us in the frequent 
Exereiſe of this Sort of dur Devotion. Whilſt 
We are p MHA wr; bo to God for Others, We ate 
thereb in Ourſelves an Humane 
and Chriſtian ſition towards them; 
and if We are ſincere in our Prayers, We 
cannot riſe from them without a prop De- 
gree of Affection to the Perſons of K the & 
ferers, a ttue Fellow-PFeeling of their Suf- 
ferings; and "ſome real Endeavours, to- the 
beſt of our Power, to relieve and aſſiſt them. 
Our Perſonal Attendance for ſuch Offices 
of Devotion brings Us to the Knowle 
of their Wants both temporal and ſpiritual; 
and the faithful Exerciſe of that Devotion 
diſpoſes us to wich and feek+and promote 
the Relief of them in the beft Methods 
that we can deviſe. And is it not h 
ior Us, and for the World, that ſuch a 
Duty as that of Inter reſtun is appointed, to 
promote ſo deſirable an End? — up'a 
Senſe and Practice of mutual Love — 
Eſteem and Benevolence amongſt Men; to 
prevent great Differences, to compoſe ſmall- 
et ones; to aſſiſt Each Other in Diſtreſſes 
which adipit of Help; to furniſh Suppert 
in thoſe which We cannot remove; in Fine, 
to an the numerous Evils of this bas, 
"2 
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the clear and expreſs Direction ef Holy 
Scripture, that We fhould pray for Each 
Other ; that Supplications, Prayers, Inter- 
Caffterts, and Giving Thanks be made fon all 
Men. 1 Tim. 2. 1. and in particular, that 
if ny be Sick, Tbey fhould call for the Elders 
_ off the Church, that They migbt pray over 
krbem. Jam. 5. 14. And though This was 
a Duty not inſiſted on by Heathens, yet how 
tirely cenfftent with Reaſon, how excellent 
in itſelf, hbw-+beneficial in its Effects, does 
it now appear, ſince it has been enjoined 
by Revelation? If Prayer itſelf was inſti- 
tuted as ſuited to our Nature and Condition, 
and calculated to have a good Influence on 
our Conduct, this Kind of Prayer is entitled 
to every Part of the Recommendation. 
As We are ſoctal Creatures, the Propriety 
of ſocial Devotion appears immediately in 
the ſtrongeſt Light; and as we are framed 
With a Principle of Benevolenct within Us, 
yet with an Incapacity of doing all the 
Good We may charitably wiſh to be done, 
this Method moſt happily occurs ef ſupply- 
Ing our own and others Defects, by recom- 
mending them and all their Wants to the 
| Bounty and Merey'of dur common and all- 
ſufficient Benefactor. More particularly, 
this Practice is not only founded on this 
good Tempet, but is calculated to i n 
an 
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and confirm it; Hrerreſton inſtructs Is in, 
and reminds us of the Love of our Neigb- 
boar,” and extorts it us in the frequent 
Exereiſe of this Sort of dur Devotion. Whilſt 
We are pr ing to God for Others, We ate 
thereby hank 
and Chriltan | 
and if We are fincere in our Proyets,- We 
cannot riſe from them without a proper De- 
gree of Affection to the Perſons of the . 


ferers, a ttue Fellow- Feeling of their Suf- 


ferings, and ſome real Endeavours, to the 
beſt of our Power, to relieve and aſſiſt them. 
Our Perſonal Attendance for ſuch Offices 
of Devotion brings Us to the Knowle 
of their Wants both temporal and ſpiritual; 
and the faithful "Exerciſe of that Devotion 


diſpoſes us to wich and feck and promote 
the Relief of them in the beft Methods 


that we can deviſe. And is it not h 
ior * and for the World; that ſuch a 
Duty as that of Interreſſan is appointed, to 
promote ſo deſirable an End r — up*a 
Senſe and Practice of mutual Love and 
Eſteem and Benevolence amongſt Men; to 
prevent great Differences, to compoſe ſmall- 
et ones; to aſſiſt Each C Other in Diſtreſſes 
which admit of Help; to furniſh Suppert 
in thoſe which We cannot remove; in Fine, 
to leſſen the numerous Evils of this 1 
an 


in Ne an Humane ä 
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and; mutually to eee our eme 
for A hene, gls ode A 5 may 
I theſe good Effects. on. the: Hearts of 
the Perſans interceding were the only ones 
which could be aſſigned, they would be 
ſufficient to explain, te juſtify, to recom- 
mend this holy and beneficial Duty; but 
We are farther to conſider the Fruits of it, 
with Reſpect to thoſe for whom theſe Sup- 
Nications are addreſſed to the Throne of 
Heaven. If They ſincerely join in them, 
They will effectually reap the Benefit of 
them; their Friends alſo helping together. by 
Prayer for them ; that for the Gift beſtowed 
upon them by the Means of many Perſons, 
. Thanks may be given by.many on their Behalf. 
2 Cor. 1. 11. If We believe that there is 
a real Diſtinction between publick and pri- 
vate Wor ſhip 3 that united Devotions ate 
declared to be moſt acceptable to and meſt 
prevalent with God; that our Saviour has 
promiſed his gracious Preſence with and 
Bleſſing to ſuch Supplications as are offered 
up, where but Tuo or Three are gathered 
together in bis Name, We cannot but eſteem 
this a great Advantage to every pious Soul, 
and much preferable to bie own. ſolitary.” 
[ms Worſhip IP- HIW M 41 311305 9G 
But what (hall: We ſay to the Caſe, where 
our Ne are officiouſſy obruded upon 


thoſe 
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thoſe who perhaps neither value nor deſire 
them? A bey Caſe it certainly ie, 
and ſuch as muſt greatly damp the Satisfac- 
tion and Comfort which this Act of Charity 
and Kindneſs might otherwiſe be ſuppoſed 
to bring with it! Vet ſtill We may ſay, that 
there is both a Propriety and an Uſe in the 
Practice. It is a Teſtimony ef the Love 
that we ought to bear to all our Fellow= 

Creatures; of our ſincere / Regard for theis 
Welfare in the moſt! momentous Article of 
their Being, and of the juſt Value which 
We have for the Importance of our own 
Salvation. It is #7 in vielf; that We ſhould 
recommend thoſe who have as yet no Senſe 
of their on Duty, to the Power and Mer- 
cy of Him who alone can turn their Hearts, 
and bring them to a better Frame of Mind. 
Whilſt Providence continues their Life as 
a farther Time of Probation, and Oppor- 
tunity of Amendment, it is our Part to con- 
tribute our Endeavours to improve it; and 
to implore earneſtly that : Metcy: for thæm 
which, if They rightly \underſtood their 
own Condition, They would be as zealous 
to implore for themſelves. Nor ſhall: this 
,abour of Love on the! worſt Suppoſition, 
be entirely fruitleſs. It will atleaſt edound 
to our own Advantage. If the Family or Per- 
fon be wortby abe capable and willing to be 
| aſſiſted 
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aſſiſted and reformed, our Peace and devout 
Benedictions ſball rome” upon it; but if not, 
it ſhall return to Us again, in Bleſſings: upon 
our own Heads; as being the genuine Work- 

ings of that pious and benevolent Temper, 
which God always approves and rewards. 
But farther, theſe Hitercgſiam may by a 
natural Effect, and by the Bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence, become ſucceſsful even for thoſe, 
who do not hitherto. enough eſteem them; 
and may with a rational Degree of Hope be 
offered up for fach. as appear as yet inſen- 
ſible of their ſpiritual Wants and Dangers. 
Such Prayers, if rightly expreſſed, and duly 
poured forth, may be the very Means of 
their Converſion, as being egg to 
their Inſtruction or Admoni 

Amongſt the many unh 1 Souls un- 

prepared for Eternity, the plenſibility of 
Some is owing to mere Jgnoraucez of Others, 
to Worldiymmaedneſs ; of a Third Sort, to 
| habitual Inattention, without any profeſſed 
Principle of Profaneneſe, or avowed-Reſo- 
lution * Diſobedience. Now Theſe may 
be worked upon by proper Devotions ſujted 
to their Caſe. ſuck as may teach them their 
Duty, or remind — of it; or by incul- 
cating the Doctrine of God's infos — 
to them, may auaten them to a juſt Sen 
er Obligation-to.s dus Ren, and _ 
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the juſt Method of expreſſing it. Though 
They entred not on their Devotions with 
the Spirit that became them, They may 
be better diſpoſed to continue: and repeat 
them; and may be led by them to a fervent 
Notion of their Duty, and in . End to a 
happy Proficiency in it. Ty who. have 
been diligent in his Office of viſiting the 
Sick, may probably have ſeen many In- 
ſtances of this Kind, and may have known 
thoſe who have-to all Appearance been re- 
formed by this Method, and have concluded 
their — Addreſſes to the Throne of 
CY with: greater” F "my than Ty 


| bega £7117 $i 
JOE" if rational. 400 Served her has 
this Tendeney to oben Mens Eyes, and to 
turn them from Darkneſs to Li ty and from 
the Power off Satan unto God, 2 does often 
produce this deſirable Effect, then We ſee 
ſtill more the Wiſdom of this Hppoidtinent 
and the Expedieney of it in all ſup | 
Caſes! And They either have ontirely miſ- 
taken the Intent of this Inſtitution, — : 
ſuperficially: have eonſidered it, who have 
argued; however:phulibly, that Mens own 
private Prayers would-be ſufficient, if They 
were in Barneſt Themſelves; and that if 
They were not;:the Prayers of Othe 
book no Servire«td dem- hut more ulli 


— 


Inter- 7 
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Interceſſioms may excite the Devotion of the 
Thoughtleſs, and improve that of the Pious, 
and may be the Means of bringing the 
Wicked to a ſerious Senſe of Things, as 
well as of exalting the Virtues of Good Men. 
In all Events they promote our Love of Each 
Other, and even the Glory of our common 
Creator, as far as dependent Creatures can 
do it, by confeſſing our Dependence on 
Him, by acknowledging our Infirmities na- 
tural and moral, and our only Hope of Re- 
lief in Application to the Divine PerfeQions 
and Attributes. 
It ſhould therefore be the great Deſign 
of all devotional Compoſitions, to inculcate, 
plainly and exprels ſtrongly thoſe Duties 
which are the Terms of the Chriſtian Co- 
venant ; to promote that pious, benevolent, 
and humble Frame of Mind, which is the 
neceſſary Qualification for the future State 
of Happineſs, The Love of God and Man, 
and the due Regulation of our own Paſſions 
and Deſires, may be taught in the very 
Form of our Addreſſes to our Maker; and 
may more warmly affect the Heart in this, 
than in any other Form or Method of 
Teaching. It is a Failure in the Execy- . 
tion, and not in the Deſign, if theſe Prayers. 0 
here offered for publick Uſe, are not pro- 
perty ſuited for Inſtruction and Aachen, 0 
t 
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Tt has been my Endeavour to e en 
them to the Uſe of Sinners, as indiſpenſably 
obliged to the Condition of Reformation, 
yet as founding all their Hopes, aſter their 
beſt Proficiency, only on the Merits of their 
Saviour's Sufferings. This Notion of the 
Terms of Salvation, with a ſincere Regard 
to the Obſervance of them, it has been my 
faithful Care to inculcate ; that They, for 
_ whoſe Aſſiſtance the following Collection 
is intended, might, as Biſhop 20e adviſes, 
read their Duty in their Petition. 

The great Occaſion that there is, and 
long has been, for ſome farther Supply of 
Devotions of this Kind, is ſufficiently known. 
to All who have been exerciſed in this uſe- 
ful Office of viſting the dic. So many Caſes 
occurred for which there was no Proviſion 
made at all, and ſo many for which the Provi- 
ſion, - (to ſay the leaſt) was imperfect, that! 1 
have had frequent Occaſion to compoſe a new 
Form ſuited to a preſent. Exigency, and tao 
adapt it to the Wants of a F ellow-Creature: N 
in ſome articular Diſtreſs. :; The greater 
Part of theſe Prayers owed, their Original 
to ef pecial, Inſtances, that fell, under my,own.- : 
immediate Lare; but when theſe — 
lected and methodized, V Hera com- 
poſed at the Requeſt, of ſame Friends, oa 
Occalions Wes had happened within their 


] D Expe- 


* 


ta 


. r 
© oat ba: 


=" P-A-E-F ACE 
Experience; and a few were afterwards 
added to compleat the Deſign, and to ren- 
der it, if it may be, more extenſwely uſe- 
ful. 2 3 2 
They who ſhall think fit to compare 
this Collection with any former of this 
Kind, will find many Caſes worthy their 
their Compaſſion and beſt Aſſiſtance, taxen 
into Conſideration, and ſupplied with ſome I 
Help; which were entirely omitted in all 
former Manuals provided for this Purpoſe ; 
and if They do not find others more fully 
and particularly provided for, I have loſt i 
my Aim, and been miſtaken in my Judg- 
ment of the Expediency of a farther Re- 
| view of them, What Errors or Defeds 
| ſeemed to me to occur in former Compo- 
ſitions, in Reſpect of Sentiment, or Ex- 
preſſion, or Connection, I have endeavour- 
MM ed to correct, or to ſupply: — with what 
1 Succeſs, Thoſe who are beſt verſed in Offices 
= f this Kind, will beſt be able to deter- 
mine. | 
| The main Point doubtleſs, which We 
1 ought to have in View, is that of the Eui- 
| fication of our Neighbours, by ſuiting the 
x Devotions both to their Neceſſities and 
| Capatities; by not only directing their 
| Thoughts to ſuch Things as are fit and need- 
ful for them to aſk of their Maker, but by 
: | pointing 
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pointing out likewiſe the, proper Manner 
in which ſuch frail and finful Creatures 
may properly be allowed to approach the 
great and good Author of all Beings. Such 
a Dignity of Language ſhould be maintain- 
ed, as may preſerve the Reverence due to 
the fupreme Diſpoſer of all Bleſſings ; and 
ſuch a Plainneſ be obſerved, as that the 
meaneſt Underſtanding may be able to go a- 
long with the Prayers, and may not lie un- 
der the Imputation of praying in an unknown 
Tongue. Somewhat of this Kind has ap- 
peared to me to need Correction even in 
the Collection moſt in Uſe, and generally 
reputed the beſt by my Brethren of the 
Clergy. The Stile is ſometimes too lofty, 
and ſometimes too low, and not ſeldom in- 
tricate and obſcure. Figurative Expreſſions, 
and Alluſions to Parts of the Old Teſtament 
little known and leſs underſtood by the 
common People, have darkned many Paſ- 
ſages in it; and Emblems taken from par- 
ticular Profeſſions, or particular Infirmities, 
have been carried on ſo far, that they look 
more like an Exertion of Wit, than an Ef- 
fort of Devotion; and have not been ſuit- 
able to that ſolemn ſerious Strain in which 
humble Penitents ſhould apply to God for 
the Pardon of all their Sins and Supply of 
all their Wants. The Language of our 

„ Prayers 
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Prayers ſhould neither be unintelligible, nor 
yet over familiar, but ſuch as may both ex- 
cite our Devotion and may expreſs "SHITE 
Thoſe few Collects provided in our Li- 
turgy for this Service, are ſo excellent a 
Pattern, that They are happieſt, who can 
beſt imitate them; and it is only to be la- 
mented, that there was not ſuch a farther 
Proviſion in that Office, as might have 
l made the Attempts of private Perſons un- 
l neceſſary, Where particular Caſes are there 
provided for, thoſe Prayers claim and de- 
| ſerve the Preference both on Account of 
their Authority and their Excellency: And 
if ſome new Compoſitions are here found 
proper for the ſame Caſes, they were by no 
| Means intended to exclude the ot ers. 
| Where Attendance is frequently paid, or 
| long continued, in vi/iting the Sich, an Uſe 
may be found in a Variety of Forms on the 

| ſame Occaſion; and poſſibly, if the Affair 
1 be carefully examined, it may not be found 
| to be entirely an unprofitable Tautology, if 
| ſome of theſe are added to the Forms ap- 
pointed by the Church in thoſe Exigencies. | 
Different Forms will in this, as in all other 
Caſes, more or leſs ſuit the Mind of differ- 
ent Perſons; and when Experience has 
taught Us, which ſeem moſt to affect the 
: Salberere whom We attend, and whom We 
| deſire 


EF EF A CE. xxxvil 


deſire to aſſiſt and improve, We ſhall need 
no other or better Direction in the Uſe 6f 
them. . ng 

The Uſe of all Hevotons of this Kind i is 
and ought to be diſcretionary, and Much 
muſt, after all, be left to the Judgment e of 
the prudent Paſtor in the A pplication of 
them. With whatever Caution they may 
be compoſed, ſome Clauſes in particular Caſes 
muſt be omitted, or altered, and ſome may 
very properly be added. Care has been 
taken, that the Neceſſity for ſuch Alterations 
| may occur as ſeldom as poſſible; but it can- 


not altogether be prevented; and as to Ad- 


ditions, it will be a Pleaſure to me to ſee 
them plentifolly ſupplied, and to find all 
the Defects in ſuch a Performance as this, 


properly remedied. I ſhould have rejoiced 


to have been prevented in the Execution of 
an arduous Taſk, by an earlier and better 
Collection of Devqtions. for the Viſitation of 
the Sick; for in my Judgment no One can 
be more "uſefully employed than, i in the due 
Diſcharge of that Office, or in making, a 
proper RT. and Proviſion, for it. 

I was not aware that ſuch an Under» 


taking would ſtand in Need of ae e, 
tion; or ang Doubt could be raiſed 
concerning the Law 5 40 of . any 


e Kah Y a ' Miniſter of . ov 


Church, 


CC 
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Church, beſides thoſe ; ointed in the Of- 


and, which is more, a Determination has 5 
enſued unfavourable to the Defign of all 
Performances of this Nau has been 
ſaid, that by the Ad for the Uniformity f 
publick Projers We are reſtrained from the 


with Reſpect to our Devotions in our At- 


there is no ſuch Prohibition to be found in 


fice for the Viſitation of the Sick. Yet, a 
Queſtion, it ſeems, has been made upon it ; 


Uſe of private Prayers.“ 
But it may be aſked, What Part of that 
Act expreſſes or implies any ſuch Reſtraint 


tendance on fick Perſons? The Caſe fo if 
much needs Aſſiſtance, and the Aſſiſtance 
given in theſe Caſes is ſo important, that 
furely Nothing leſs than a plain Prohibition 
ſhould make Us ſuppoſe, that our Governors 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil could intend to ex- 
clude any farther Help of this Sort. But 


the Act referred to: on the contrary, it 
ſeems plain both from the Scope and the 
very. Words of it, that a more ample Pro- 
viſion of this Kind was thought both allow- i 
able and defireable ; and that the preſent 
Office was defigned only as a general Rule WW 
in common Caſes, but not as an invariable 
one adapted to all: which indeed it evident- iſ 
ly is not. It may properly be confidered | 

as 


* Boſwell's Method of Study, Vol. II. P 0 124. | 


to thoſe who 
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as à Pattern to thoſe who ſhould attempt 


to make _ Proviſion ; as a Direction 
d no other; and as an uſe- 
ful and edifying Part of our Devotions, on 
ſuch Occaſions, to All. . 
We fay, and We fay rightly, that in 
Laws We ought to conſider the Intent of 


the Lawgivers; and this Rule of Deciſion 


will not be declined, as far as it can be 
known, in the Determination of the preſent 
Queſtion. In Reaſon it cannot be preſumed, 
that becauſe the Compilers of the Liturgy 
made ſome Proviſion for a few Caſes, there- 


fore They intended that no other Caſes 


ſhould be provided for at all; or that, be- 
cauſe at a Time when Few of the Clergy 
had much Learning, or an Education to 
qualify them to inſtru& Others, ſome ge- 
neral Forms were put into their Mouths, 
which perhaps Many of them could do lit- 
tle more than read, therefore All ſhould 
hereafter loſe the Benefit of better Aſſiſt- 
ance, when jt might be had; and when In- 
ſtructions and Devotions might be more 
profitably ſuited to their pokes Wants 
and Diſtreſſes. This cannot reaſonably be 
ſuppofed, that Miniſters ſhould be thus ab- 
ſolutely confined to the Uſe of that Office, 
unleſs it had been expreſsly ſaid, that his 


Ferm, and no other, ſhall be uſed, 
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But on the contrary it appears both ſrom 
| 1C Letier and the, Intent of the Act, that 
m the Perez Clergy were left at 

Ley to make Uſe of other Forms, of 

Devotion belides thoſe preſcribed in the Li- 
turgy; if They: were happily turniſhed with 
them. The very Title is, An Aci for the 
Uni iformity, of Publick Prayers; and there- 
fore does not ſeem to include the Caſe of 
our private Attendance upon Sick Perſons, 
unleſs there be ſome particular Clauſe in it, 
which ſhews that all Deviation from that 
Office is prohibited. Whereas there is a 
particular Clauſe which plainly, ſhews the 
contrary; namely, that the Un:formity in- 

- tended was that only which relates to the 
publick | .congre ational Worſhip, and not to 
that which in 5 Nature of it is confined to 
private Houſes, where more. Liberty might 
well be ſuppoſed to be allowed. 

It! is enacted — * that all and ſing IA 
ec Miniſters, in any. Cathedral, Or Collegiate 
or Pariſh Church or Cha pel, or other 
tt Place of publick Worlhip—ſhall be bound 
« to ſay or uſe the Morning Prayer, Even- 
cc ing Prayer, Celebration and Adminiſtra- 
1 tion of both the Sacraments, and all other 

« Publick an Common Prayer in ſuch 
oo. Order and Form as-is mentioned in the 
« ſaid Book annexed and joined to this 27 

« ſent 
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«© ſent Act. — This Clauſe ſpeaks expreſsly 
of that only which is to be done in Churches, 
Cbapeli, and Places of publick Worſhip, and 
cannot poſſibly reach the Caſe of Attend- 
ance on thoſe in their own Houſes, who are 
not · able to attend the publick Service. Nor 
is the. Office for the V. tation of the Sick 
mentioned. particularly in any other Part of 
the Act; or any Direction given, or inti- 
mated, that! it ſhould invariably be obſerved 
without any Addition or Alteration. We 
are enjoined indeed to give our Aſſent and 
Conſent to every Part of the Liturgy, and 
of Courſe to this Office; and I do it very 
ſincerely, thinking that there is Nothing 
unlawful in any Part of it, and Mauch that 
is excellent in ſome Parts of it ; though it 
is upon the whole far from being ſo come 
pleat and perfect, as might be wiſhed, 
And as there is Nothing in the 4 of 
Uniformity,. relating particularly to this Of- 
fice, or Which can fairly be applied to it, to 
ſhewe the Neceſſity of adhering. to it in all 
Caſes; ſo the Office itſelf throughout is cal- 
culated to prove, that it ſhould be ſo alter- 
ed and applied as may be moſt to Edi- 
fication; . Some of the Rubticks expreſs 
this, and Others imply it. It was drawn 
up with great Wiſdom and An — 
C= 
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Moderation, at a Time when both Clergy 
and People were newly weaned from the 
Errors of Popery, and Both of them often 
wanted Inſtruction in the fundamental Doc- 
trines and Duties of Chriſtianity. There 
is ſome Regard viſibly ſhewn to the Opi- 
nions of thoſe WhO had proceeded more or 
leſs on the Principles of the Reformation, 
and to the Knowledge of thoſe who were 
more or leſs able to ftrengthen their Brethren. 
There are Rules preſcribed, which ſhew 
the Uſe of this Office to have been in ſome 
Meaſure at leaſt diſcretronary. — Then ſhall 
the Minifler exhort the fick Perſon after this 
Form, or other like. — The Curate may end 
his Exhortation in this Place, or elſe proceed. 
Abe Prieſt ſhall abſolve Him, FA He humbly i 
and heartily defire it, after this Sort,—'There 
are ſeveral other Prayers added with Ti- 
tles only, without any particular Direction 
about them. Common Senſe was thought 
ſuffcient to point out the Uſe of them; and 
the ſame might well be thought ſufficient 
to direct to the Uſe of others, not incon- 
fiſtent with, not ſupplied by the former Part 
of this Office, whenever they ſhould be 
provided by any other Hand. And if dif- 
ferent Forms are made Uſe of on this Oc- 
« eafion by different Perſons, according as the 
Oppore 
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formity in this Inftance, as in thoſe of 
lick Worſhip : Which was the plain Reaſon 


 hifter or Curate (having Knowledge theve- 
«of 3 hall reſort unto Him or Her to 
« jinſtruct and comfort them in their Diſ- 
* trefs, according to the Order of the Com- 


50 or if He be a Preacher, then according 
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Opportunity of Supply offered, or as Judg- 
ment directed, there is not the ſame Dan- 
ger of Inconvenience in the Want of Uni- 


why the Prengel Act takes no No- 
tice of this particular Office ; whillt it eſta- 
bliſhes Unzformity in all thoſe Services which 
are to be performed in Charches, Chapels, 
or other open Places of common united 
Worſhip. 

But We need not argue only from Omiſ- 


ions, or by Inferences and Obſervations upon 


the Office, or the Ad. We may appeal to 


the plain, poſitive, determinate Senſe 'of 
the Governors of the Church in an expreſs 


Declaration upon the very Subject and Oc- 


caſion. The Conſtitutions and Canons Ec- 
_ cleſiaftical- were in Force when the Act of 
Uniformity, referred to, was p paſſed; . 


are not repealed by it. 

Now the LXVII Canon is devifiewr on 
this Point. It ſays, When any Perſon is 
** danyerouſly fick in any Pariſh, the Mi- 


RAW Book, if He be no Preacher: 


an as 


_ < as He ſhall think moſt needful and con- 
e venient.“ If then One, who is a licenſed 


full Authority hereby given Him to do ſo ? 


Aſſiſtance of thoſe who were not ſuppoſed 


own, are expreſsly allowed the ſame Liber- 
ty in their Attendance on the Sick, to uſe 


is not mentioned in this Canon, it may be 
anſwered, that the Thing muſt be intended, 


der of the Communion-Book for inſtruct- 


therefore when Liberty is given to Varg 


needful and convenient, this Liberty. extends 


171 


Preacher, ſhall think it moſt needſul and 
convenient to inſtil Inſtruction and Conſola- 
tion in a new devotional Form, has He not 


Is not the Order of the Communion-Book, 
as it is called, plainly declared to be for the 


qualified to make a fuller or better Proviſion 
or Choice - for themſelves ? whilſt They, 
who were allowed to inſtru and aden 
Others in Publick by Compoſitions of their 


their own Forms, or any other, as They ſhall 
ſee: fit. 
If it be ſaid that the Uſe of other * 


though the Word be not uſed. The Or- 


ing and comforting the Sick, conſiſts of 
Devotions. as well as of Exbortations ; z and 


from it, as the Preacher ſhall think moſt 


equally; to each Part, and He. ng more 
confined to thoſe very Prayers. erein in- 
. than to the. Form of. Expert ation 

therein 


Fg 
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therein uſed. It may often happen i in the 
Vifitation of the Sick, that through the 
Shortneſs of the Time that can be allowed 
with the indiſpoſed Perſon, or the Number 
of Attendants, or ſome other Circumſtances, 
the Method of inſtructing and comforting 
may beſt be performed in the devotional 
Way, if the Devotions are properly com- 
poſed and choſen: and if the licenſed 
Preacher ſhall think this Method moſt need- 
ful and convenient, He is hereby in expreſs 
Terms authorized to proceed in it. The 
Experience of thoſe who are much exerciſed 
in this Office, will confirm the former Part 
of this Obſervation, and the latter is found- 
ed on the plain Words of the Canon. 
It is a ſtrong Confirmation of all that has 
been offered, that the Point under Conſide- 
ration has appeared in this Light to Some 
of the beſt and wiſeſt Men that have adorn- 
ed our Church; nay, to Some of thoſe very 
Men, who compiled or at leaſt reviewed. 
the Liturgy, and of thoſe who were con- 
cerned in framing the Canon in Queſtion. 
Theſe, and Many of their Succeſlors, have. 
from Time to Time lent a helping Hand to; 
this good Work, and haye thought that, 
They have been doig N to the Thu ch,” 
and not violating its Rules and Orders, whit 


They have, in their reſpective Generations, 
5 been 


xlvi Pe 

been endeavouring to make a better Pro- 
viftion ſor themſelves and their Brethren in 
this uſeful yet difficult Part of our Office. 
And though the Authority of Example is of 
no Force againſt the Authority of a Rule, 


yet it is of much Weight. in explaining 4 


doubtful Rule; more eſpecially when it ma- 


nifeſts the Senſe of thoſe who made it; 


and moſt of all, when the Reaſon of the 
Thing concurs with the Letter of the Law, 
and with the Example of the Law-givers 


themſelves, to eſtabliſh the received Inter- 


pretation of it. I confeſs, I cannot poſſibly 
conceive that I have been erring, whilſt I 
have been following the Patterns here refer. 
red to; and labouring to contribute, to the 
beſt of my Power, to the better Diſcharge 
of fo ſalutary an Office, as that of v//ting 
thoſe who are under S:c&neſs, or any other 
Diſtreſs. The Execution of this Undone 
ing may very poſſibly need an Apology, but 
the Undertaking itſelf cannot, I think, need 
any farther Vindication, Eo iS 

I have only to add, that if the Perform- 
ance itſelf ſhould meet with Approbation; 
if it ſhould be thought to have a proper Ten- 
dency to bring Men to a right Temper and 


Conduct; if it may be made inſtrumental 
to promote Repentance and to expreſs it; 


then it may be applied to other and __— 
| VIC 
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Uſe than the Aſſiſtance of my Brethren of 
the Clergy in their Attendance on thoſe un- 
der their Care. The greater Part of theſe 
Prayers may be uſed in private by the fick 
Perſons themſelves for themſelves; and in 
ſome Caſes by thoſe who are not indiſpoſed, 
only by altering the third Perſon to the ff, 
and by ſuch other ſmall Variations as com- 
mon Prudence will direct. 5 
God grant that our Prayers may have this 
good Effect, to reconcile Us to our Maker 
and to Each Other; to warm our Hearts 


with heavenly Affections, and to lefſen our - 


zealous Attachments to this World; to 
ſweeten our Temper amidſt all our Contro- 
verſies Religious and Civil; to make us more 
ardently deſire the Glory of God, and the 
Peace and Welfare, temporal and ſpiritual, 
both of Ourſelves, and of all our Chriſtian 
Brethren! * . 
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4 When any Perſon i 75 fick, Notice ſhall be given Suk te 
the Miniſter 0 Pariſh ; who coming muy the ſick 
Fate 5 2 5 Hall fay, . 1 TT 


ITS 


Eace be to this Houſe, and to al that 
dwell in it. | 


ien he cometh to the fi K 2 s Proc, be ot 1 
ſay, inceling down. 


« 3 5 N : 1 . 1 12 
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Emember not, n our is foigunith 

nor the Iniquities of our Forefathets. 

Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People, 
wheel thou baſt r el b bt 
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fe, Spare us, good. Lord, 
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Let us pray. 


Lord, have Mercy upon us. 
'* Chriſt, have Merty upon us. 
: Lord, have Mercy upon us. 


\U R Father, which art in Heaven 
Mp io); 51 

Miniſt. O Lond. ſave thy Serant; 
Anſw. Which putteth 2 Truſt in thee. 
Miniſt. Send bim help from thy holy 
Places; + i 5 

 Anſev. And evermore mightily defend 
Bim. 

Mini. Let the Enemy have no Advan- 
tage of bim 
Anſw, Nor the Wicked approach to hurt 


him. 


Miniſt. Be unto him, O Lord, A ſtrong | 

Tower, | 

Anſw. From the Face of bis Enemy. 
Miniſt. O Lord, hear our Prayers. 
* And let our Cry come unto 60 a 
| Mimfler. © 

Lond, look down from Had, be⸗ 4 
hold, viſit and relieve this thy Ser- 

vant, - | Lock upon him with the Eyes obthy-.. 
E. ME 3 


1 as Youth,' Strength, Health, Age, 
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Mercy ; give him Comfort and ſure Confi- 


dence in thee, defend him from the danger 
of the Enemy; and keep him in perpetual 
Peace and Safety, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Ame. 


Hen. Us, Alnighty, and, moſt 5 


God. and. Saviour; extend thy accuſ- 
tomed Goodneſs to this thy Servant, who is 
grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctify, we be- 
ſeech thee, this thy fatherly Correction to 
him ; that the Senſe of his Weaknels may 
add Strength to bis Faith, and Serisuſdels 
to hrs Repentance. That if it ſhall be thy 
good Pleaſure to reſtore. him to, his former 


health, he may lead the Reſidue of his, Life 


in thy Fear, and to thy Glory: or elſe give 


him Glens ſo. to take thy Viſtation, that 


after this painful Life ended, ie may dwell 


with thee in life ererlaſting, W Joſus 


Chriſt: our Lord. Amen. 


. Then {ball t An or exbort the ih Perſon 0 wi 
Legen or, BE ” tors ; 


Ein belovey, knows this, det Al. 
gon God is the Lord of Life a 
Death, and of all, things to them pertain- 


eakneſs and Sickneſs. Wherefore, hat- 
ſoever your Sick neſs ĩ know e certainly, 


that 6. God's Niſotion. And for what 


1 5 Cauſe 


nene 
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| Cauſe ſoever this Sickneſs is ſent unto you; 


whether it be to try your Patience, for the 
Example: of others, and that your Faith 
may be found in the Day of the Lord, lau- 
dable, glorious and honourable, to the In- 
creaſe: of Glory and endleſs Felicity; or 
elſe it be ſent unto you, to correct and a- 
mend in you whatſoever doth offend the 


Eyes of yout heavenly Father : Know you 


certainly, that if you truly repent you of 
your Sins, and bear your Sickneſs pagey, 
15 in God's Mercy, for his dear Son 

brift's' Sake, and render unto: hin 


— Thanks for eden e 


ſubmitting yourſelf wholly unto his Will, 
ſhall turn to your Profit, and help you Be. 
ward in the _ Wy that loadetis unto ever- 
ers er iy RI ifthgrtg+ 


& - * 4 * 4 a ; , 
{1 5 5H 1 


1 If _ Per on vi 2 Lad 40 1 . n 
end his Exbortation in this Place, r 4 proceed. 87 


1 therefore in good part the Chaſ- 
tiſement of the Lord: For (as St. 
Faul ſaith it the twelfth Chapter iq the 
Hebreut) whom the Lord loveth he chaſts 
neth, and ſedurgeth every Son Whom he 
teceiv eth If ye endure Chaſtening, God 
dealech Wich yet as wirf Sons; For What 
Son ie he whit the Father teſtnerh not? 
N ye be without Chaſtiſement, wher 
5 E 2 of 


- 
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of all are Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, 
and not Sons. Furthermore, we have had 
Fathers of our Fleſh, which corrected us, 
and we gave them Reyerence; ſhall we 
not much rather be in Subjection unto the 
Father of Spirits, and live? For they ve- 
rily, for a few Days chaſtned us after their 
own Pleaſure; but he for our Profit, that 
we might be Partakers of his Holineſs. 
Theſe Words, good Brother, are written in 
holy Scripture for our Comfort and Inftruc- 
tion, that we ſhould patiently and with 
Thankſgiving bear our heavenly. Father's 
Correction, whenſoever, by any manner 
of Adverſity, it ſhall pleaſe his gracious MW 
Goodneſs to viſit us. And there ſhould be 
no greater Comfort to . Chriſtian Perſons, iſ 
than to be made like unto Chriſt, by ſuffer. 
Ipg patiently Adverſities, Troubles, and Sick- 
nefles, For he himſeif went not up to 
Joy, but firſt he ſuffered Pain; He ehen 
not into his Glory before he was crucifi- 
ed. So truly our Way to 91 Joy, is to 
dale here with Chriſt; , and our * to 
enter into eternal Life, is Zach to die with 
Chriſt, that we may riſe again from Death, 
and dwell with him in everlaſting Life. 
Now therefore, taking your Sickneſs, \ whi 05 
is thus profitable for you, , patiently, 1 
har: you | in the Name of God to remember 
e 
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the Profeſſion which you made unto God in 
your Baptiſm. And foraſmuch as after this 
Life there is an Account to be given unto the 
righteous Judge, by whom all muſt be judg- 


ed without Reſpect of Perſons ; J require 


you to examine yourſelf, and your Eftate, 
both toward God and Man; fo that accuſing 
and condemning yourſelf 'for your own 
Faults, you may find Mercy at our heavenly 
Father's Hand, for Chriſt's ſake, and not be 
accuſed and condemned in that fearful Judg- 
ment. Therefore I ſhall rehearſe to you the 
Articles of our Faith, that you may know 


whether you do believe as. A Chriſtian Man 
ſhould, or no. 9 


q Ea the 1 boſe hal chaſe the aun 1 the Faith, 
 Jaying tlas; 


Oft hou 9 0 in © God Cap Father 
Almighty, | Maker of Heaven” and 
Earth? 14 1 iir 43377 e n 

And in Jeſus Chiilt, bis obly-bezotteh Son 
our Lord ? and that 5 was cohceived by t the 
Holy Ghoſt ; ; born of the Vir rgin. Mary; that 
he ſuffered Under Pontius Pilate, was Glei- 
fied, dead and buried; that he went down 
into Hell, and alſo did riſe again the thitd 
Day a that he aſcended into Heaven; and ſit- 
tech at tlie rigbt Hand of God,” the F. ther 
Aae And from thenee ſhall come again 


E 3 a 
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atthe End of the World, to Judge the Quick 
and the Dead 

And doſt thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt 3 
the holy Catholick Church; the Commu- 5 
nion of Saints; the Remiſſion of Sins; the IB 
Reſurrection of the Fleſh ; and wg £ 
Life after Death ? 

1 The fick Parſon hall guſwer, 

All this I ſtedfaſtiy helieve. 


> 7 Then ſhall the Minifler examint oy og he | 3 + hi 
truly of bis Sins, and be in Charity with all f E 
Shrine him to 4 frop the Bottom of. bis 2 

all Perſons that have offended him, and if M 2 A 
el any other, to aſt them Forgiveneſs ; and where hath 
dune Injury und 575 te any Man, that be mae Amends 
tis the uttermoſl oer And if he hath nat before 
1 a of 45 Goeds, let him then be admoniſhed io mals 
h 8 , and te declare his Debts, what he oweth, Ant 
= what is owing unte him; yer the better Hjeharging 6 
* Conſciente, and the Duittneſs of $ of his Executors.” Sov 

en ſhould often be put in ee 40 
the r their temporal Effates, a wh! Figs ap arg 


W 


in Hr 
1 Theſe * Wards ore rehearſed, may be ſaid Wfors tht 


725 er begin hi P hen As. Jo ho fee G. 13G 
niftex. ſhould not omit earneſtly ta move. ſuch fich 

Perſons as are o Bae to Be liberal to the Por. 
9 Here Nr the he moved to male a ſpecial Con 
75 ion of his N he 5 his Conſaence Mr "with 


er. tich Confe 774 

4 FEEL ctr (ing 

0 R Lord Jeſus Chtiſt who hath left 

I Power to his Church, to abſolve all 
e who dug e ent, and ee 
bes + ve . im, 


+ 
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him, of his great Merey forgive thee thine 
Offences : and by his Authofity committed 
to me, I abſolve thee from all thy Sins, in 


| the Name of the Father, and of) the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; - Ame. 
2 . Mu 


, Fs > 2 1 e N 3 
ee e lee DAR e 201. go iis. 
Aud then the Prieft ſhall ſay the Calleft fallowing ; 
* N F * 2 LA» 4 
: a 4 10 p 2 7 # X , 4 


. Moſt merciful God, who, according 
to the Multitade of thy Mercies, doſt 
ſo put away the Sins of thoſe who truly re- 
bent, that thou remembreſt them no more; 
open. thine Eye of Merch upon this thy Ser- 
vant, who moſt eatneſtly defireth Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs. Reney in bim (moſt loving 
Father). whatſoever hath been, decayed by 
the Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by bis 
own carnal Will and Frailneſs; preſerve and 
contlone his Bek Meaibir in tie Doty 
the Church; conſider 5s Contritian, aceept 
bis Tears, aſſwage his Pain, as ſhall ſeem ic 
thee moſt, expedient for Bim. And foraſ- 
much as be putteth 47s full Truſt only in thy 
Mercy, impute not unto him bis former Sins, 
but ſtrengthen dim with thy bleſſed Spirit; 
and when thou art pleaſed to take him hence; 
take bum into thy Fxveur, through the Me: 
rits af thy moſt dearlytheloved Son Jeſus 
Cbriſt our Lord. Amn. 


50 eee er 
ns. Then Gall the Mom) nifler fa, his Pam. 1 5 


125 
In te, Dan Herdui. yy fal. 71. 


18 O ty, have 1 Pt BF; Trad, 
CALI AY 85 
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\ Saviour of the World, 010 by 57 
Add us ; ſave us, and help us, we hum- 


ty 


' Croſs and precious . 851 haſt re- 


bly b beſeech thee, 0 Lord. cad 
9 Then ſhall. the Ah PER 15 2 1 ** 7 


T\HE Almighty Lord, who. is. A moſt 
"2 "ſtrong Tower to all them that put 
their Truſt in him; to whom all things in 
Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, do 
bow and obey, be now and ever more thy 
Defence; and make thee know and feel, 
that there i is none other Name under Hea- 
ven given to Man, in whom, and thtough 
whom thou mayeſt receive Health and Sal- 
vation, but only the N ame 'of dor TY: Je- 
f. ute Ann. bro F. 1 T 
1107 4 Aud ade that foal 7 Hp * craft” 
, "Neo. God's gracious? Ahoy and Pro- 

) tection we commit chee, The Lord 
bleſs thee, and keep thee. The Lord make 
his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious 
unte thee. The copied . up his Counte- 

— nance 
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nance upon thee, and ive 932 Peace, both 
now re knee 8 Imen. 
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Almighty God, and merciful ad: | 
'I to whom alone belong the Iſſues of 
Life and Death; Look down from Heaven, 
we humbly befeech, thee, with the Eyes of 
Mercy upon this Child, now lying upon the 
Bed of Sickneſs: Viſit him,” O Lord, with 
thy Salvation; deliver him in thy 
pointed Time from bir bodily hy honey 
his 'Soul for” r= Mercies ſake. That if it 
ſhall be thy Pleaſure to prolong rf Days 
0 here on Earth, He may live to thee, and be 
an Inſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving thee 
faithfully, and doing Good in bis Generation; 
or elſt receive him into thoſe heavenly Ha- 
Je ry, where the Souls of them that-fleep 

h the Lord Jeſus; enjoy perpetual Reſt and 
Felicity. Grant this, O Lord, fof thy Mer 
cies ſake; in the fame thy Son our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Who liveth and reigneth with 
thee; and che Holy Ghoſt, "ever" of 6d, 
world"without end“ 4 nen. aoJo2d 2 6 
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gal ty itt r M hog 2 
Gi A Prayer y 7 4 Py Perſon, when there FY 
| feareth but ſmall Hope of Recovery. 
Father of Mereies, and God of all 


O Comfort, our only Help in time of 
Need; we flye unto thee for Succour i be- 
half of this thy Servant, here lying under tin 
Handl in great Weakaefs. of Body. Look 
taciouſſy upon biz, O Lord; and the more 
outward Man decayeth, ſtrengthen bim, 
we beſeech thee, {a 5 the more con- 
tinually with; thy Grace, and holy Spirit-in 
inner Man. Give em unſeigned Re- 
pemance for. all, the Errors. of. lis, Lale path, 
and ſtedfalt Faith in thy Son 1 that bis 
Sins may be done away by thy M ercy. and 
bis Bangen, ſealed in Heaven, before de go 
e, and be no more ſeen. We know, 
O. Lord, chat there is no word i impoſſible 
with thee; and that if thou Wält, a LT * 
eyen yet raiſe bim up, and grant lim a Jon- 
ger Continuance amongſt. us. Vet foraſ⸗ 
much, as in all appearance the Time of bys: 


Diſſolution draweth —— ho 1 and prepare: 


him, we beſeech they, | again the, Hour af 
Death, that after his Departure hence in 
Peace, and in thy Favour, bis Soul may be: 


— thine; evcrlaſting Kingdom, 
through 
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through the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt: thine 991 oy our Lord and Saviour. 
Aenne % 6 | 


q A comme datory Prue for a fuck Perf 
2 a le wank e Sante | * 
\ Almighty. God, WES ' whom do lee 

the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 
after they are delivered from 11 carthly 
priſons; we humbly commend the Soul of 
this thy Servant, our dear Brother, into 
Hands, as into the Hands of a fauhfub 
Creator, and moſt merciful Saviour ; moſt 
humbly beſecching thee, that it may be pre- 
cious in thy 8 bt. Waſh it, wie pray thee, 
in the Blood of that immaculate Lamb, that 
was ſlain to take away the Sins of the World 
that - whatſoever: Defilements: it may have 
aud in 2 midſt of this miſerable and 
naughty through the Luſts af the: 
Fleſh, or 2 les of Satan, being purged: 
and done away, it may be preſented pure 
and without {pot before thee. And teach ut. 
who, ſurviue, in this, and other like daily! 
Spectacles of Mortality, to ſet how frail andi 
uncertain our on Condition is; and ſo 46} 
number our Days, that we! may ſeriouſſyi- 
e our- Hearts to that holy and Wie 
m 
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Wiſdom) whilff we live here; which may'in 
the End bring us to Life everlaſting; through 
the Merits of Jeſus” Cheild*thine only Son 
Ire Amen. 71391 
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q A Prayer for Perſon bbs | in Mi ad, or 
77 ol Conſezence. | | 


Bleſſed Lord, he Father of Mercies, 
and the God of all Comforts, we be- 
ſeech thee, look down in Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion upon this thy afflicted Servant. Thou 
writeſt bitter things againſt him, and makeſt 
him to poſſeſs his Amer Iniquities; thy 
Wrath lieth hard pin Bim, and his Soul is 
fall of Trouble: But, O merciful God, who 
haſt written thy holy Word for our Learn- 
ing, that we through Patience and Comfort 
of thy holy Scrifitaves: might have Hope; 
give him a right Underſtanding of himelf, 
and of thy Threats and Promiſes, that be 
may neither caſt away his Confidence in 
thee, nor place it any where but in thee. 
Give lim Strength againſt all his Tempta- 
tions, and heal all bis Diſtempers. Break 
not the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoak-- 
ing Flax. Shut not up thy tender Mercies 
in Diſpleaſure; but make him to hear of Joy 
and 0 that the Bones which lake 
A 1 . 
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haſt hookes, may rejoyge. Daliter him from 
Fear of the Enemy, asd lift up the Lig ghit 
of thy Countenance upon him, N give him 
Ness through the Merits and Mediation of 

eſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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J PeOrmu as all morial Men be ſubjef fo many fud- 
den Perils, 5 ny and Sickneſſes, and ever un- 
certain what Time they ſhall depart out of this Life ; 
therefore to the Intent they may be always in . to 
die, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to call t 
the Curates ſhall diligently from Time to Time (but 120 
alh in the Time of Peſtilence, or other infettions Sickneſs ) 
exhort their Pariſpioners to the often receiving of the 
Hoh A. e the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
.Chrift,, wh all | be pablickly adminiſtered in the 
Church; hk fo doing, they ie of ſudden Viſi- 
tation, have the leſs Cauſe to be diſquieted for lack of the 
fame. But if the ſick Perſan be not able to come to the 
"Church, and yet is deſirous to receive the Communion in 
his Houſe ; then he 7250 give, timely Not ice to the Cu- 
rate, ſigni hing alſo how many there are to communicate 
with him, (which ſhall be three, or two at the legt) and 
U ving a convenient Place in the fick Man's Houſe, _ F 
all things neceſſary fayfo > prepared, that the Curate 
verently mimfler, he ſhall there celebrate the Holy 54k | 
munion, beginning with the Collect, Epiſile an Goſpel 
Gere FRO: 


* 4 5 — 
. ! _ * . &. © "4 * 
3 4 by # bY 3 4 i a> 1 
8 | * 
The ul. nnen N 
Mb . * * 


8 Ne * "Maker 

A of Mankind, who de ſt correct thoſe 

whonr Fg: doſt love, and chaſtiſe every 
one 
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X Y | 
thee to have Mercy 0 155 W 
each with, thine Band; and to. add that 
he. may. take hi Sickneſs patiently Ys and re- 
cover bis bodily. Health (if it be thy gracious 
Will) and whedſterex: his Seu Halt depart 
from the Body, It maybe without. Spot pre- 
ſented unto thee, e area TIRE * 
Lord, S x HAD 


The Bpifle.. "Heb. 12.5. | 


Y * Son, deſpiſe not chou che ch. 
25 f the Lord, nor faint when abu 
art rebuked of him. Far, whom the Lord 


loveth, he chaſteneth; and, TOS every 
Son whom por een 


"5383 ob Fa * N 3} 2 93 a ; 05 0 ba,» *\ 1 % ; — * * 5 


6 11 . * > * 1 
A, s , * * : a % i "a . 
The Go pet. "gi 8. 24." 
, * — ug 
nee OR, 


a Erl k Nes Ny, I 8 dug a you, He har 
rs my y Word. and believeth on 
him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, 
and ſhalt not come into Condernnation; y Hut 
Is paſſed from Death PREG, Life. en 


14 


q 4 which, * Prief al FRY according to; the 
. ſcribed f or the holy Communion, Eke 


at theſe ords.. 1 that do truly, &. 2 

At ibi Tima A the" H ant, 

|  the;Pricf, 70 7 a und 

er mini le 2 77 at 
7 with iy Hel I andy $17. the J 2 705 uk 

. "x ut 
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* 
e 


un r Mai eith, 1 an if Ear Sichne J 
2 75 want of Marning ig 12255 ni 1285 f 4 
5 A Com to retai us with him, or by any other j 
| ediment, do not receive the Sacrament of Chrif s 
5 a Blood ; the Curate ſhall inſtruct him, that if i be 0 
MC him of his Sins, and ftedfa aſily believe, that 
rift 


* 1 ber Here Death upon 2 Crofs for him, him, ? 
| th Blood for his Redemption; earn 
i bring the Benefits he bath thereby, and givi xe Him bar 
Thanks therefore 3 he doth tat and-drink £26 6 Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Chrift profitably to his Souls Health, 
although he do not receive the wache with his 
Mouth, * Un „ 5 
q* When the feck pr % 0d, « and FORTY 
 Gommunion all ut one Time, then the Prigſi for more Er- 
becktion, ſhall cut off the Farm ef the Viſitation at the 
Palm [Inthee, O Lord, have 1 put my Irul. 1 
Lui go firaight tothe & ommunton. . 
; 1: 3k LG x5 wi" Duin 
1 the — of the Plague, * or ſuch other like 
contagious Tunes of Sicknef or Diſcaſes, when none of 
the Pariſh or Neighbours can be gottten to communicate 
with the Stick in their Houſes, for fear of the Infuction; 
upon ſpecial Requeſt of the. Diſeaf * be Kante * 


| E communicate with bim. 7 


1 Thoi Jl th Pig for to the that eue 
he holy Cm K ** £4 109 
| Ber 
1 that do phe 100 Nd. Ng re ent 
you of your, Sins, and are in Lo 
and Charity th 17 Nei nn angle 20 
tend to lead a new Liſe, 
mandments of God, and Walk 
benefit © in his holy Tet 1 ro th 22 
wit 


with Faith, and Jn 1 holy Sacrament. 
to your Comfort; and make your humble 


Confeſſion to — 
ing Upon, your Knees. _ 2 


* 2 2 
= 3 
* 


. ">. "oF . — 
* 


"i Then (hall tis gel Conſe 44 nds vn the b 
of all thoſe. that are minded to receive the holy Commu- 
nion, by one of the Miniſters, both. he and all the Peopla 
— humbly upon their Knees, and Joying. oe 


Lmighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all — 
Judge of all Men; We acknowledge. and 
bewail our manifold Sins and Wickedneſt, 
which we from Time to Time moſt grie - 
vouſly have committed, By Thought, Word, 
and Deed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty, Pro- 
voking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indig- 
nation againſt us. We do earneſtly. repent, 
And are heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſ- 
doings; the Remembrance of them is grie- 
vous unto us; The Burthen of them is intol- 
erable. Have Mercy upon us, Have Mercy 


upon us, moſt merciful Father; for thy Son. 


our Lord Vas Chriſt's Sake, forgive vs a 1 
that is paſt ;* And grant that we may evgt 
hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee, in Newpels 
of Life, to the Honour and Glory of thy 

Name, chrugkr 4 e our Lord.” 


IP mech n 
Amen. get | * 


< * * 1 5 2 wg 2 7 1 Q 55 £4 & 3 - 
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q Then ſhall ine Pig c or the 27 Being a IA 
ub, and turning him id to t lt fee 15 
Anſclutien: 


Lmighty God, our r bands Father, | 
who of his great Mercy hath pro- 
miſed Forgiveneſs . dins to all them, dat 

with hearty. Repentance and true Faith turn 
unto him; Have Mercy upon you, pardon - 
and deliver you from all your Sins, confirm 
and ſtrengthen you in all Goodneſs, and 
bring- you to everlaſting Life, through Jeſu 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


4 Then ſballthe Prin. 
Hear what comfortable Words our 85 
viour Chriſt faith unto all that truly turn 
to im ; 
: NOme unto me,, all that travail, talk ia 
heaven laden, and I wall refreſh ow 
$ Matth. 11. 28. N ; | 
So God: loved the Wor hs "a he. gave 
his only-begotten Son, to. the end that all 
that believe in him ſhould. not 2 but 
have everlaſting Life. S. Jabn. 3. 16. 
Hear alſo what 8. Paul ſaith: 4 
This is a true Saying, and watts of all 
Men to be received, That Chrift Jeſus came 


into the World to ſave aner 1 Tim. hy 15, 
| 141 


Hear alſo what S. John faith: 

If any Man ſin, we. have an Advobate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous: 
and he is the Propitiatn 0 our 0 
1 vo . au 


# He alt the br Arpad l 4 


7 
1 op ur Hearts. 12 
. de lift them ba the 14 
6 Pri. Tale Let us give hanks unto out 
ord God. 


Aſio. K ib meer and right £6 tb do. 


9 Then ball rb Brig turn to the' Bord's'Fabli,. ahd g, 


T is very meet, right, and our bounden 
A. that we ſhould at all Times, anti 


Places, ive T ky unto Il 
5 ther * rh 
fb veils 


Almighty, EV laing God. Fin * 


J Hire leur the pro 1 Per 
77 — err be af pet Poi 


} fallothy, 
TH 


Herefore with Ang ga engen 
and with all the c n of Heaven, 

we laud and maghfy” th 

evermore praiſing thee, - 


of ping; Holy 
IS eben "6 thy 
tg — 05 Land t 5 oft- 
2 


I 


Ke a 6 Lord, * holy * 


— i? 9 8 


— 
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JR ER PREFACES. 
> Upon Chriftmas-Day, and ſevenDays after: : 


Ecauſe thou didſt giveJeſus Chriſt thine 

only Son to be born, as at this Time, 
for us; who by the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt was made very Man, of the Subſtance 
of the Virgin Mary his Mother, and that 
without Spot of Sin, to make us clean from 
all Sin. Therefore with Angels, Cc. 


. 


9 Upon Eqfer-Day, and ſeven Days after: 
* UT chiefly are we bound to praiſe thee 


for the [fox Bri Reſurrection of th * 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: for he is the 
very Paſchal Lamb, which was offered for 
us, and hath taken away the Sin of the 
World ; who by his Death hath deſtroyed 
Death, and by 15 riſing to Life again, hath 
reſtored to us "nad Life. Therefore 
with Angels, Sc. Sf —_—_ 4 


J Wes 9 ſeven Days af 4 


FT \Hrov oh. thy. moſt [dearly Fer . 
4 1 Chriſt our Lord; -who afte1 ter his 
=Y glorious. Reſurrection Muffe 1p- 
peared to all his . and j in their _ 
aſcend- 
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aſcended up into Heaven, to prepare a Place 
for us; that where he is, thither we might 
alſo aſcend, and reign with him in Ph 


T herefore with Angels, ee 107 


1 Upon Whitfuiday, and 5 Dey: ee 


Tig Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; M2", 


| ing to whoſe moſt true Prone. the” 
Holy | Ghoſt came down, as at this Time, 


4801 Heaven with a ſudden great Sound, 
as it had been a mighty Wind, in the Le 


neſs of fiery Tongues, lighting upon the 
Apoſtles, to teach them, and to lead them 
to all Truth; giving them both the Gift of 
divers Languages, and alſo Boldneſs with 
fervent Zeal, conſtantly to preach the « 
pel unto all Nations ; whereby we have been 
brought out of Darkneſs and Error into the 
clear Light and true Knowledge of thee, 


| and of thy Son Jeſus Saft Therefore 


with Angels, Sc. 


4 Upon the Feaf of T 1555 only. 


| "HO art one God, one Lord ; 'not 
one only Perſon, but three Perſons 
in one. Subſtance, For that which we 
lieve of the Glory of the Father, the fart 
we. believe. of the * and of the Holy 


79 75 oy DE! 15 
Ghoft; without any Difference or Inequal- 
Ay Y [Therefore with Angels, Sc. 189 


5 , nh of with Prices Pull m0 e 


or ſaid, 
Pas ereſors with Angel „ g Aren er 
and with all the ompany of Heaven, 


we laud and magnify thy glorious Name 
evermore praifing thee, and >: g, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of Hole, Heaven 
and Earth are full of thy Glory, Glory he 
to thee, O Lord, moſt high, Amen. 8 


| p Then hall the Fright, er, dow of the Lord's Teh, 
7 in the Name of all tbem that "oy receive 0 _ 
4 nien, this Prayer Follawing ; | 20 


YE do not preſume to ns to 0 thi 
thy Table, O merciful Lord, truſt- 
ing in our own' Rigbteouſneft, but in thy 
manifold and great Mercies. We are not 
worthy ſo much as to gather up the Crutnbs 
under thy Table: But thou att the ſame 
Lord, N Property is always to Have 
Mercy : y Grant us therefore, gracious Lotd, 
ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son. © Jeſus 
_ --Chriſt, and to drink ! his Blood, that our 
finful Bodies may be made clean by® his 
47 1 Body, and our Souls waſhed throu K this 
moſt precious Blood; alid tlgat we m yy eeer⸗ 
ö Mere duell in bim, ard he in us. 9 Me 


EF aa 


7 be Communion.” IN 78 


n When the Prieſt, 1 before the 7 315 hath fo. 


derei the Bread aud Wine, that be may with the mere 
Readineſs and Decency break the Bread before the Peo- 
ple, and tate the Gup into bis Hands Wr Ne 
mo of Gaul, 'as fol burt he 


A Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender Mercy didſt give 
f 


thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death 
rere the Croſs for our Redemption; who 


made there (by his one Oblation of him- 


ſelf once offered) a full, perfect, and ſuffi 
cient ſacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction 
for the Sins of the whote World ; and did 


inſtitute, and in bis holy Goſpel command 


us to continue a perpetual; Memory of that 


his precious Death, until his coming ain; ; 
Hear us, O merciful Father, we ARA 


bly beſeech the; and grant, that Vebre re- 
ceiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread and 


Wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remem- 


brance of his Deich and Paſſion, may be 
Partakers of his moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood: Who in the fame 


Night that he was betrayed, _ bY Bd 
(a) took. Bread; and 0 he 4 75 4 ob . 
ad given Thanks ( he Hand: : © 
brake it; and gave it to, his 5 PR 
Dieren 73 — Take, cat; 
F 4 n 4 this 


Tie Commit rol, 


0e) 414 here to lay (c) this is my Body, which is 
396 Jr en oth for you: Do this in 
1 Remembrance of me. Like 
10 4 le > WE aſter. Supper (d) h 
in Hand, the Cup; and when he had 
given Thanks, he gave it to 


50 , FO) them, ſaying, Drink 7e all 


tony d the # of. this; for this (e) is my 
Chalice or Flagor) Blood of the New Teſtament, 


in auhich there is | 
nat Mint @ bee come which is ſhed for you, and 


Jecratth. f fot many, for the Remiſſion 

of Sins: Do this, as oft as ye 
hall drink it, in Remembrance of me. 
Amen. 


a Then gal! the Minifter fi of receive the Communion in 
both Kinds himſelf, 2 lt then proceed to deliver the ſame 

0 the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, in like manner 
(i any be pegs ) and after that to the People alfo in 
order, into their Hands, all meelly kneeling. 1 
when he delivereth tbe B * to any one, he ſhall jo, | 


HE Body of our Lord Jeſus ( | 
which was given for thee, preſerve 
why Body and Soul unto everlaſting Fa 
Take and eat this, in Remembrance that 
Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him i in thy 
hg by. F ah "a e ee C\ 


8 


. $208” f 
i 5 > _ "=- Y £1 CY 71 7 - 


7 


* 


k $1 1 „1 bt 2103 . A IN | 
Li 7 5 thec Miniſter dba une 15% Cup 6 & ones 
6e rr Ad id 5 


FE Blood of eur Lord, Jets Cid, 
1 -' which was ſhied for thee, on — 
Body and Soul unto everlaſting Life. Drink 

this; in Remembrance that Chriſt's Blood d was 
ſhed: _ thee, ahd 115 thankful," ee 


1K 7 15 115. 5 id TH 


q Vi the conſec ated Bread or Win ne be all ert 1 at 
Bave communicated ; the Pri! is fo conſecrate mort, Ac. 
cording to th Hrn before preſe ſeribed Beginning at 
[Our Saviour: Chriſt in the ſame Night, c.] Her 
the Bleſſing of the Bread, and at [Likewiſe after Sup 
per, He. for the Bll "g of the Cup. | 


£0 When. .all bave ——_——— 1 Mini ſer 2 retury 
o the Lord's Table, and reverently. place upon it what - 
remaineth of the conſec rated Kak, de the Hen. 
with a ind Linen Cloth. of 


C Then ſhall the Prisf * the Lord 's 5 Ty the Pop 
N 2 figr him PN Petition. 


* I F Father, which ; 50 in Heard f 


Fa CE 
4 1418 197990 


E 4 "ter at be ail as ka, 


ord abd heavenly: Father, nals 
humble Servants entirely defire thy. 
Fatherly Goodneſs mercifully to accept 
Uf ops Sucgiirg of Praiſe and Thank(- 


1 II. | giving; 


N giving ; ; moſt humbly beſeeching hwy to 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, / and through Faith in his 


@btajn/ Remiſſion of dur Sins, and all other 


our Souls and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, 


Benediction. N 
thy, through our manifold Sins, to offer un- 


by whom, and with whom, in the Unity of 
che Holy Ghoſt, all Honour and Glory be 


* Hul. 


doſt W to feed us, who have fluly 
received theſe holy Myſteries, with the 
ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Body 
bee Soo of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 


1 — 


chat by the Merits and. Death of thy 


Nlood, We, and all thy we Church may 


Bevefits of his Paſſion. And here we offer 
apd preſent unto, thee, O Lord, ourſelves, 


holy, and lively Sacrifice unto thee ; hum- 
bly beſeeching . thee, that all we who are 
Partakers of this Holy Communion, may 
be fulfilled. with {hard Grace and heavenly 
And although we be unwor- 


to thee any Sacrifice; yet we beſeech thee to 
accept this our. bounden Duty and Service ; 


not weighing our Merits, but pardoning our 
Offences, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 


unto thee, O Father Rights Wodd with- 
ves. e ne 187 Oh 


4 + * 

£4 . 
ww * : 
— F 


A Or this. 


Ay gen and /cverliving Goll. we maſt 
heartily thank 8 for that thou 


; Chriſt ; 


75 
Chriſt ; atid doſt aſſure us thereby of thy 
Favour and Goodneſs towards us iy and that 
we are very Members i ate in "the 
myſtical Body of thy Son, | "which, = the 
bleſſed Company of all faichful People; 
are alfo Heirs through Hope of thy e 

ing Kingdem, by the Merits of — jane 
precious Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son. 
And we moſt humbly beſeech 2 O hea- 
venly Father, ſo to aſſiſt us with thy Grace, 
that we may continue in that holy Fellow- 
ſhip, and do all ſuch good Works as thou 
haſt prepared for us to walk in, tho Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; to Whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour nd Glory, 
World without End, Amen. KE 


2 5 9 
- K 2 


$ 2 3» 
KEE. It. 


Gren > bo to God on high, a4 in Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. We 
praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, 
we glorify thee, we give Thanks to thee for 
thy great Glory, O Lord God, heavenly 
King,” God the Father Almighty. ids by, * 
'O Lord, the only. begotten Son Jeſu 
Chriſt 0 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father! that takeſt away the Sins of 
the World; have Mercy upon us. Thou that 
wel nay the Sins of the World, have 
Mercy 


* Then oa 'b je ſaid . 0 = 


Fad 
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upon us. Thou that. takeſt away the 
l ups World, receive our Prayer. Thon 

that ſitteſt at the right Hand of God the 

Father, have Mercy upon us. 

For thou only art Holy, thou only art the 
Lord, thou only, O Chriſt, with the Holy 
Ghoſt, art moſt high in the My of God 

me Father. Amen, TE 


f 1 Den the Priz (or Bis * be be 2 Il let them 
hogs with 2 2 . N * 1 


THE Peace of God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, keep your Heard 

and Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 

God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 

and the Blefling of God Almighty, the Fa- 

ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, bs 

* you, and remain with" FO always, | 
AS. 


9 Coles 1 be ſai 725 18 Offerry, when theth zs no 
- Communion, every h Day one or more; and the ſame 
may be ſaid al, 45 as Jew as Occaf on ſhall ſerve, after the 
Cale, either of Morning or Evening Prayer, Com- 


_— or Ting, by the Dijeretion of the Mini . h 


/ A Sit us mertifully; 0 Lord, i in theſe ou? 
£2" Hy plications and Prayers; and diſpoſe 
the Way of thy Servants towards the At- 
tain einment of everlaſting- Salvation; that 
among 


We Communion. 3 
among > all the Changes and Ch, Chances, a 
ey Life, they may ever be defen 


2 
thy moſt gracious and ready e through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. T Amen, RR 


O Almit ohty Lord, and. 0 Gay 
cha. we beſeech thee, to direct, 
ſanctify, and govern both our Hearts and 
Bodies in the Ways of thy Laws, and in the 
Works of thy Commandments ; that through 
thy moſt mighty Protection, both here and 
ever, we may be preſerved- in Body and 
Soul, through our Lord and PRE 171 
Chriſt. Amen. 30 U 18 


G. ant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that the Words which we have heard 
this Day with our outward Ears, may 
through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly. 
in our Hearts, that they may bring forth ia 
us the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour, 
and Praiſe of thy Name,. OI Jeſus 
Chriſt our e Auen. Nude deen 


5 1 
aon r . ly! 


e ent us, 0 Loa” in \ all our CY 
with thy moſt, gracious. 7 ops er 
further, us with thy continual Help; tha 
al our Works begun, continued, and er 5 
mc Ve, way glorify thy, holy Name, 


* — 
fa, 


and finally by thy Mercy . everlaſting 
Life, throug Jeſus. Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


. wy, 
. 4 E 5 


| A might God, the 14 of all wit ſe 
dom, who Enoweft our Neceſſities be- 
fore. we aſk, and our Ignorance in aſking; 
We beſeech thee to. have Compaſſion upon 
our Infirmities; and thoſe things which for 
our Uhworthineſs we dare not, and. for our 
_ Blindneſs we cannot aſk, vouckſafe to give 
us for the Worthineſs of thy Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Anen. 


Abighy ty God, who aft Nonne to 
hear the Petitions of Wen that aſk in 
thy. Son's Name; We beſeech thee merci- 
fully to incline thine Ears to us that have 
made now our Prayers and Supplications 
unto thee; and grant that thoſe things which 
we have faithtully aſked according to thy 
Will, may effectually be obtained to the 
Relief of our Neceſſity, and to the ſetting 
fort of thy Glory. n Fl Chril # 
our Land. Aren. 5 
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For the Arieanc of car Dei, 


1 We addteſs thee in Durden 

of thy own. gracious Permiſſion and 
com in Behalf of this thy afflicted 
Servant. We are truly fenfible of our Un- 
worthineſs. to aſk any, thing for Ourſelves, 
and preſume to no Merit in recommending 
a: Sinner, like 8 thy Mercy. 
But thy Direction it is, that We ſhould pray 
for he ſick Members of thy Church, and 
mourm with them that mourn. In Diſchar 
therefore of our Duty to thee, in 4 3 


Compaſſion to the Sufferings: of our 9 5 8 


80 Prayers for Viſitation ef the Sick. 
| ied Neighbour, and. under a Senſe of our 
own eyer-perilous and uncertain State, of 
Life, We defire to join in imploring thy 
Mercy and Relief for this ſuffering Partaker 
of our Nature and of our Religion. We 
defire to Tray with Truth and Sincerity, 
with Truſt in thy Mercy, and Reſignation 
to thy Providence. We deſire to pray for 
Him, NI for our Ourſelves; for whether 
in Sickneſs, or in Health, We ever ſtand 
in Need of thy Protection and Grace. Con- 
tinue us in, or reſtore us to, a ſound State 
of Mind and Body, and a ſincere Deſite of 
ſerving thee with all our Faculties; Con- 
firm us all in a Chriſtian Faith and Chriſ- 
tian Practice: Pardon our Sins that We 
may become acceptable Petitioners to Thee; 
and hear and accept the Petitions, which 
We now offer in his Favour, for the Sake 
and through the Merits of our Saviour Je- 1 
ſus ö the 0 


” 1 
: 4 


LED "Br the prudent Application of them. 


O God, to whom all Fleſh are directed to 4 
| come, and who. alone art able to re- 
lieve the Wants of thoſe that cone 4 
thee; Grant that under a juſt Senſe of ou. 
real Wants, We may apply to thee in ne. 
Wee n wilt a and a 
| cept, 


cept. We are by Natur * diſpoſed” 
ſenfible- of our Bodily Infirmities, and to 
ſeck Re 8 7 for them. = oh te 6 ele o 
confiqer In a tous” LI ſent 
on us by thy Wiſdom. and Goodneſs; neyer 

merely to Aiſtreſs or torment us, dut to.turn 
us to thee, our ſupreme Good. Teach ua 
farther to confider, that, Thou ule cabft, . a 
and wilt, continue or remove them, increaſe | 1 
or alleyiate them, as to Thee they ſhall ap- 
pear conducive to our real Benefit. Make 


us equally. ſenfible of our piritual * 5 


and more folicitous to ſupply them; and 
teach us to address thee with the  Sincerity, 
and Frequeney, and Fervency, which he | 
Supply. 'of them tequires and deſerves, © 
Grant that our. . 0 votions may be "ſuitable © 
to our Na türe an Condit] tion, and to, 0 
Majefty 71 Mercy; NY Fank, that the 
may be as' propttly appliec to the” Caſe, . 
others, when We offer them up in the Be- 
half of our diſtreſſed Brethren. - Bleſs the 
Miniſtry of Ge ra Po or to 
b Offices for the Bepefit of their _ 
FellowsCh ide Fat E chanel 
Labours 6f ail others," 8 


1 
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ſed Neighbour, and under a Senſe of our 
own eyer-perilous and uncertain State of 
Life, We deſire to join in imploring thy 
Mercy and Relief for this ſuffering Partaker 
of our Nature and of our Religion. We 
deſire to pray with Truth and Sincerity, 
with Truſt in thy Mercy, and Reſignation 
to thy Providence. We deſire to pray for 
Him, oe for our Ourſelves; for whether 
in Sickneſs, or in Health, We ever ſtand 
in Need of thy Protection and Grace. Con- 
tinue us in, or reſtore us to, a ſound State 
of Mind and Body, and a ſincere Deſire of 
ſerving thee with all our Faculties; Con- 

firm us all in a Chriſtian Faith and Chriſ- 
tian Practice: Pardon our Sins that We 
may become acceptable Petitioners to Thee; 
and hear and accept the Petitions, which 
We now offer in his Favour, for the Sake 
and through the Merits of our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt. | 


Fer the prude nt Application * ham fn 


God, to whom all Fleſh are directed to 
come, and who alone art able to re- 
lieve the Wants of thoſe that come unto 
thee; Grant that under a juſt Senſe of our 
real Wants, We may apply to thee in the 


Manner, which Thou wilt approve and ac- 
cept, 


” of 
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cept. We are by Nature diſpoſed” to be | 
ſenfible of our Bodily Infirmities, and to 
ſeek Relief for them. Give us the Grace to 
conſider them in a religious Light, as ſent 
on us by thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs; never 
merely to diſtreſs or torment us, but to turn 
us to thee, our ſupreme Good. Teach us 
farther to conſider, that Thou alone canſt, 
and wilt, continue or remove them, increaſe 
or alleviate them, as to Thee they ſhall ap- 
pear conducive to our real Benefit. Make 
us equally ſenſible of our ſpiritual Needs, 
and more ſolicitous to ſupply them; and 
teach us to addrefs thee with the Sincerity, 
and Frequency, and Fervency, which the 
Supply of them requires and deſerves. 
Grant that our Devotions may be ſuitable 
to our Nature and Condition, and to thy 
Majeſty and Mercy; and grant that they 
may be as properly applied to the Caſe of 
others, when We offer them up in the m_ 
half of our diſtreſſed Brethren. Bleſs the 
Miniſtry of thoſe,» wh" are appointed” to 
ſerve in holy Offices for the Benefit of their 
Fellow-Chriftians and bleſs the 0 
Labours of all othe ts who offef up Inter- 
ceſſions for tivix alfflicted Neig bod Give 
them Piet Na Jodgmen eh they 177 
rightly dirẽct, and effectually aſſiſt the trou⸗- 
bled Soul; or fn PEER its Pre- 


Par ation 
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paration for and Paſſage to Eternity; that 
they may not add to, nor diminiſh, nor 
alter the Terms of thy Covenant; but may 
teach thoſe who are under their Direction, ] 
truly to know and faithfully to practice the 
Conditions, on which alone Thou haft 
vouchſafed to offer Forgiveneſs to penitent 
Sinners. Make it their conſtant Care to 
inſtruct the Ignorant, to convince the 
Doubtful, and to remind themſelves and 
all others, that it is a grievous Error to hope 
for thy Mercy, and a high Preſumption to 
aſk it, but through a firm Truft in the Me- 
rits of their Saviour, and with ſincere En- 
deavours to lead a holy Life. Grant us theſe 
Qualifications for thy Favour, and then ac- 
cept our earneſt Petitions for it, when of- 
fered in the Name and through the Media- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, our Lord. 


5 
7 


For the Acknowledgment of the Bling, f 
Revelation. Us 


'Gradiou God, the Author of all Gol 
Fountain of all Hope, We, thy 

unter Creatures, deſire to return our 
humble and hearty Thanks, as for all the 
other Bleſſings of Life, fo particularly for 
that Revelation, which has made Life it 


ſelf 2 Bleſſing to us; Which has given by 
t 
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the cleareſt Knowledge of our own Privi- 
leges, and has moſt cloſcly intereſted us in 
the Welfare of each other. Without this 
Light We could not have preſumed fo free- 
ly to have offered up our Supplications for 
our Fellow-Creatures, nor could have known 
that ſuch Interceſſion would be acceptable 
to thee, or profitable to them. Bleſſed be 
thy Name, that Thou haſt thus enlightned 
us by the Goſpel of thy Son, and haſt there- 


by in this, as in other Inſtances, corrected 


our Nature, and improved our Reaſon ; 
haſt taught us to pray for our Brethren as 
well as for Ourſelves, and haft likewiſe 
taught us what to pray for as We ought. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, that Thou haſt 
brought Life and Immortality to Light through 


the Goſpel ; haſt directed us to conſider this 
Life as a Paſſage to another, and to treat 
our Brethren as our Fellow-Paſlengers to 
eternal Life. Suffer us not tb6 undervalue 
or to neglect this Privilege, but make us ever 
ready to pray for the Health of Each Other ; 
for Relief in Sickneſs, for Support under 
Decay, or other Diſtreſs, and for an happy 
End of all our Afflictions. Grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that univerſal Charity and Com- 
paiton may prove us true Diſciples of thy 
zoſpe]; that the whole Courſe of our 
Lives may ſhew our Senſe of the Impor- 

815 G 2 tange 
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tance of our Knowledge, and may uniform- 
ly tend to thy Glory, and the everlaſting 


Welfare of Ourſelves and Others, through 


the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


49 an habitual State of Devotion. 


Merciſul God, who permitteſt us to 
approach the Throne of thy Grace, 


to utter our Wants and to implore the Sup- 


ply of them; We defire duly to eſteem this 
moſt valuable Privilege, and even to be 
thankful for every afflicting Diſpenſation, 
which leads us to a higher Regard for, and 
to a more frequent and fervent Uſe of it. In 
this View We acknowledge the Mercy as 
well as the Juſtice of thoſe ſevere Diſpenſa- 
tions, wherein Thou inſtructeſt us by our 
Pains and Weakneſſes, and makeſt the Diſ- 
eaſes of our Bodily Part contribute to the E- 

dification and Improvement of our Spiritual. 

We feel the Want of Thee, and of thy Af- 
fiſtance, in theſe Diſorders of our periſhing 
Bodies, which often admit of no Remedy, 
and of no other Support. Nature then diſ- 
poſes us to fly to the Ordinances of Grace, 


and an Application to thee in Prayer is a 


preſent Relief, as well as the Means of far- 
ther Deliverance. Enable us, We beſeech 
thee, 


r tt A 
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thee, to enjoy this Refuge at all Times, by 


making it at all Times our conſtant Em- 
ployment and chief Delight. Grant that 


We may ſecure ſome Comfort in theſe Sea- 


ſons of Affliction, and a Title to thy: Com- 
paſſion in them, by ſerving thee devoutly in 
the Days of our Health and Proſperity; and 
in every Scene of Life make us ſenſible of 


the dependent State of our Nature and Si- 


tuation, and of the Neceſſity of perpetual 
Application for thy Protection. O hear us 
now in this Time of Trouble, and confirm 
us in this Senſe of the conſtant Need of thy 
Bleſſing, and of daily Addreſſes to thee for it. 
Make us remember, that we are hourly li- 
able to theſe ſore Calamities, and that No- 
thing but thy ſuperintending Providence can 
preſerve us from them, or ſupport us 
under them, or put an End to them. In 
Health, or in Sickneſs, teach us ever to 
act as thoſe, who profeſs to believe, that 
our Lot is no other than thy Will, and 


that thy Will ſhould be ours. Grant that our 
was Devotion may be the Means of 
expreſſing this Sentiment ; and bleſs it, if it 


ſeem good to thee, by converting our Sick- 
neſs into Health ; or at all Events by making 


each Sate inſtrumental to our final Weh | 


we Fo Chriſt, our Lord. 


\s 


ies Ones for To of the Sick. 


Fr a Chrifion Porn of Devotion. 


\ Lord, who haſt not only taught us b 
the Doctrine of thy bleſledSon, but haſt 
purchaſed us by his Blood, and by the Effi- 
cacy of his Merits haſt reconciled us to thy- 
ſelf, aſſiſting our fallen Nature, and 4 
ling us, by thy Holy Spirit, to perform the 
Conditions which thou haſt required of us; 
Grant that We may ever look on ourſelves 
in this Light, in which Thou haſt revealed 
us to Ourſelves, and may neither pray to 
thee in the Form of uninſtructed Heathens, 
nor in the Stile of ſelf-ſufficient Moraliſts. 
We come to thee in the Name of Feſus, 
through his Interceſſion, whom Thou haſt 
appointed to be our Mediator, and We come 
ray. that we may be ftrengtbened with 
Mizht by thy Spirit in the innen Man, and 
that We may not, by an unholy Life, - un- 
ſuitable to our Profeflion, grieve that, Holy 
Spirit whereby we are ſealed unto. the Day of 
Redemption. We deſire on all Occaſions to 
addreſs thee thus by thy eternal Son and 
Spirit, and to pay the Duty and Allegiance 
which We bags: to all the Divine Perſons 
in the Form of our Initiation into thy holy 
Religion. Me deſire to truſt our Bodies as 
well as Souls to the ſame almighty Protec- 
ee n tion; ? 


f 
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tion; and under the Infirmities of either, 
to implore and expect that gracious Aſſiſt- 
ance. In thy Holy Word We are taught 
that We were made and preſerved, ag well 


as redeemed, not only by thy Power, but 


by the Agency of the Son, and the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt. By their Interpo- 
ſition, We read, Diſeaſes of the Body as 
well as of the Mind were inſtantly healed ; 
and after the Diſſolution of theſe we are in- 
ſtructed to hope for their Reunion through 
the | ſame almighty Power. We pray 
therefore that he Spirit of bim, that raiſ- 


ed up Jeſus from the Dead, may dwell in us; 


that He that raiſed up Chrift from the Dead, 
may alſo quicken our mortal Bodies, by his 


Sprrit that dwelleth in us. Grant that We 


may poſſeſs this Veſſel of our Body in Santtifi- 


cation and Honour, and that We may enjoy 


it in Security and Comfort. Preſerve us, 


by the Atonement of thy Son and the Aſ- 


ſiſtance of thy Spirit, from all Sin and Mi- 
ſery. Prevent all Pains and Perils from aſ- 
faulting us, or remove them from us, or 
convert them to our final Advantage; and 
grant that in all Events our whole Body and 
Soul and Spirit may be preſerved blameleſs un- 
to the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : to 
whom; with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Pow- 


; 
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er, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, now 
1 for evermore. 5 


kr. the ual fication of an 2 Life 


Mercif ul God, whoſe Loving-Kindneſsi 15 
better than Life ztſelf; whoſe Favour in 
any State can, and alone can make it deſirea- 
ble; Grant that it may be our firſt Care to ſe- 
cure that Favour, and our next to refign our- 
ſelves to thy Providence in every Condition, 
Pardon, We beſeech thee, every Petition in 
which we miſtake our own true Intereſt, 
and accept all ſuch as are ſuitable to thy 
Wiſdom, and to thy Intent of dealing with 
us. And ſince thou haſt declared that Fe 
Prayer of the Wicked is an Abomination unto 
thee, puriſy our Hearts from all wicked De- 
ſigns, that We may not offend thee in our 
very Devotions. Make us endeavour to 


be holy, that We may be qualified to pray 


unto thee, and make us conſtant in our 
Prayers, that we may confirm that Holi- 
neſs, which only can render them accepta- 
ble. Grant that it may be the Buſineſs of 
our Lives, and not of our Deaths only, to 
prepare for the Enjoyment of thy Preſence ; 
that no Pains of Mind may aggravate thoſe 
of a diſeaſed Body ; but that it may be the 
Employment of our laſt Hours to "ok 
28 ole 
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thoſe Virtues, Which e have ' befbfe ac- 


quired; and to recommend ourſelves with 
all our Imperfections to thy gracious For- 
giveneſs and Acceptance. Hear our Prayers 
in that Time of Need, and give us Sincerity 
in thoſe which We now offer; that by Pi- 
ety and Virtue We may be prepared to live 
or die; and that after We have paſſed 
through this Life, and the Gate of Death, 
We may be received to the everlaſting En- 


joyment of thee, through the Merits of © our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fir Dependance upon Providence. 


\ Gracious God, who madeſt us not 

for Ourſelves alone, nor haſt left us 

only to Ourſelves; Make us ſenſible of, and 
content with, and thankful for thy merci- 


ful Guidance and Protection. As Thou 


condeſcendeſt to humble thyſelf to behold the 
things, which are done on Eurth, teach us to 
eſteem it as our real Exaltation that We ate 
permitted to look up to Heaven, and to be- 


lieve ourſelves to be always under thy Care. 
In this Belief make it the whole Deſire and 
Care of our Lives to conform to thy Will, 
to enjoy with Innocence every Bleſſing as 
the Fruit of thy Mercy, and to bear with 
Patience my Calamity as the Effect of a 

gracious 
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gracious Trial or Correction. Teach us, in 
all our Endeavours to preſerve our Comforts 
or to remove our Afflictions, to look up to 
the Hand that proſpered, or that ſmote us; 
and to aſcribe the Continuance as well as 
the Beginning of each Diſpenſation, to thy 


overruling Frovidence. Make us know and 


acknowledge both that the Means of Aſſiſt- 
ance are given, and that the End is direct- 

ed by thee; and under this Acknowledge- 
ment let us ever be ready to ſay, It is the 
Lord, let him do what feemeth him good. Give 
us the Grace to be able ſincerely to deſire in 
all Caſes, not ſo much to alter our Circum- 


ſtances, as to ſubmit to them, and to con- 
form our Temper to our Condition. Whilſt 


We hope for Relief, let Us be content to 
Wait for it till thy good Time, believing that 


Nothing befalls Us without thee, and that 


thy Choice is beſt and fitteſt for us. Conti- 
nue, We beſeech thee, thy gracious Preſer- 


vation of us, and our due Senſe of it, and 
lead us in any Manner that thy Wiſdom ſees 


proper, through the Changes and Chances 
of this mortal Life, to the ſecure Attain- 


ment of a happy Immortality, for the Sake 
15 our Saviour * Chriſt, 


Chez 9 
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Fer Refienation 


God, who trieſt us by various Me- 

thods, as thy wiſe Providence ſees 
fitteſt for us, We Jew neither to be inſen- 
ſible of Affliction, nor impatient under it. 
We defire to receive it as thy juſt and fa- 
therly Correction, to bear it with Patience till 
Thou thalt think fit to remove it from us, 
and to improve it to the End for which Thou 
haſt ſent it on us, We know not what is 
good and proper for us, but We know e- 
nough to ſee the Danger of uninterrupted 
Proſperity,and to be thankful for lach Warn 
ings of the. Infignificancy of all temporal 
Advantages, which muſt ſhortly end for 
ever. We deſire not only to ſubmit to, but 
to rejoice in thy Choice for us, and in all In- 
ſtances to make thy Will our own. Under 
thy Favour and Protection, Diſtreſs and Suf- 
fering yield their Comforts; and Health and 
Plenty are but Curſes, when attended with 
thy Diſpleaſure. Enable us thus to conſider 
and apply every Event, which thy Wiſdom 
ſhalt appoint unto us; that whilſt, as Crea- 
tures, we can claim no Privileges, and, as 
Sinners, are juſtly entitled to Sufferings, Wa 
may learn to bear our Lot contentedly; to 
enjoy innocently and gratefully each 8 
' Ort 
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fort indulged, and to ſuſtain patiently and 
reſignedly each Calamity. inflicted. Let us 
be prepared at all Times: to practice this Leſ- 
ſon; and give thy Grace to this thy Servant 
to practice it at this Time, now that Sick- 
neſs has overtaken him. Make it an happy 
Preparative for the more innocent Enjoyment 


of future Health, if Thou in Mercy intend- 


eſt bim this farther Bleſſing: or if it be thy 


Pleaſure to call im to thyſelf by the Progrefa 


of this Diſtemper, bade it the Means of 
purifying bis Soul for the Enjoyment of thy 
glorious Preſence, through the Merits of our 
Saviour * Chriſt. | 


For Support under Sufferings. 


Gracious God, who haſt made us for 


final Happineſs, and haſt quickened 
our Defice of it by a mixed Participation of 
Pain and Pleaſure in this our Paſſage to- 
wards it; Endue us, We beſeech thee, with 
all thoſe Virtues, which the Experience-of 
Miſery, and the Hope of perfect Felicity, 
ought to inſpire. Make us ſenſible that our 


_ preſent Sufferings are as much leſs than we 


deſerve as our future Ex pectations are greater. 
Give usa ſincere practical Senſe of this great 


Truth; that with whatever Pg Senſa- 


tions 


$ 
be 
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tions Thou mayſt think fit to exerciſe us, no 
undutiful Sentiment may ariſe in our Hearts, 
nor any unbecoming Expreſſion proceed 


from our Mouths. Make us willing to ſub- 
mit to ſuch Correction as Thou ſhalt ſee 


proper for us, and diligent to improve it to 
the merciful End for which all thy Cor- 
rection is intended, Give us Patience under 
Sufferings, and Perſeverance in good Reſo- 
lutions after them, and let a voluntary Con- 
trition of Soul attend the unavoidable Un- 
eaſineſs of our Bodies. Leſſen however, 
We entreat thee, our Pains, or increaſe our 
Strength, and ſanctify to us the ſevereſt 
Evils, which Thou doſt not ſee fit to re- 
move. And whilſt we pray for Bleſſings, 
according as they appear to us, Do thou 
chooſe for us in thy infinite Wiſdom, ac- 
cording as they are really in themſelves; 
and teach us not only to acquieſce, but to 
rejoyce in thy Choice for us. Bring us, by 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, to a pro- 
per Degree of Firmneſs and Reſignation in 
the worſt Calamities here; and bring us 


ſafely through them to the Enjoyment of 
perfect and endleſs Happineſs hereafter; 
through the Merits of thy Son our Saviour, 

Fh ing een nn 


Jefus Chriſt. 
For 
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For the goed Uſe of Sufferings. 


T7 Lefſed Lord, in whoſe gracious Go- 

vernment of the World We do, and 
ought to rejoyce; Give us Grace not only 
to believe and confeſs this general Truth, 
but to apply it, in particular Inſtances; to 
thoſe afflicting Diſpenſations, which, with- 
out this Belief and Confeſſion, would be 
moſt inſupportable. Teach us to conſider 
the ſevereſt Calamities which We are capa- 
ble of ſuffering, as the Meſſengers of thy 
Will, and Inſtruments of thy Providence; 
and to improve them, as intended, to pro- 
mote our Virtue and our Happineſs. Cauſe 
the painful Sufferings of this our Brother, 
from which We earneſtly beſeech thee ſpee- 
dily to deliver bim, to remind him and us, 
of the Original, the Intent, and Concluſion 
of all our Griefs; Make us look with Hor- 
ror on all Sin, which introduced ſo much 
Miſery into the World ; Make us look with 
the more Indifference on the World itſelf, 
in which We are liable to ſo much Miſery ; 
and make us look with Fear and Trembling 
on the dreadſul State of thoſe, who, by 
continuing in Sin, will be involved in an 
irreverſible State of Suffering hereafter. 
Teach us to acknowledge all our Sufferings 
RTE EY to 
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to be the juſt Reward of our ſinful Deeds, 
the proper Method of awakening us from 
Sloth, and the only Opportunity of exer- 
ciſing many particular Graces and Virtues. 
Grant that the Piety of our Behaviour un- 
der them, and after them, may fhew that 
We helieve what We profeſs ; and that We 
conſider ourſelves, as paſſing under thy Di- 
rection through this World to a better. 
Then may We fay with the Pſalmiſt, that 
it is good for us that We have been afflited, 
and may find ourſelves both better and hap- 
pier for theſe frequent and painful Inter- 
ruptions of our preſent Peace, Make us 
thankful, We beſeech thee, for the Poſſi- 
_ bility of this Improvement of our Misfor- 
tunes, and careful to advance it; and grant 
that our Care may be effectual, and may 
promote thy Honour, and our Salvation 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


For the fame. 


"NJ Blefſed Jeſus, to thee, who art ſuch 
A # an High Prieſt, as can be touched with 
the Feeling of our Infirmities; to thee, who 
when on Earth waſt made perfecs through 
Sufferings, We defire to pour forth. our 
Hearts, and utter our Sup lications. Have 
Pity on us, We beſeech thee, when in this 
8 e Human 
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Human Nature, which thou once aſſumedſt, 
We become ſubject to ſuch ſevere Suffer- 
ings, as thou didſt once experience; and 
relieve us under them, either by the Remo- 
val of them, or by converting them, through 
a patient Endurance of them, to our greater 
Advantage. Grant that the Pains of our 
Bodies may prove a Leſſon of Inſtruction to 
our Souls, and may improve us in our Duty 
to thee, our Neighbours, and Ourſelves. 
Let the Miſeries that We endure, remind 
us of thy infinite Love and Condeſcenſion 
in enduring far worſe for our Sakes, and of 
the Return of Gratitude and Duty, which 
We owe for ſuch aſtoniſhing Mercy. Grant 
that they may excite in us a fearful Appre- 
henſion of the Sufferings reſerved for the 
Puniſhment of the Wicked, and an earneſt 
Zeal and Care to avoid them through thy 
meritorious Paſſion. Make us thankful for 
the many Days of Eaſe and Comfort, which 
We have long enjoyed, and too lightly re- 
garded ; and fix in us hereby a more firm 
Conviction, that this Scene of Life was not 
intended for a Scene of Enjoyment, but for 
a Preparative for a better World. Teach 
us therefore to wean our Thoughts from 
the Love of this Worid, that We may be 
prepared to enjoy it with more Indifference, 
and to leave it with leſs Concern. Teach 

us 
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us to avoid all wilful Sin as the original 
Occaſion, and preſent great Aggravation of 
all Sufferings; and bleſs us with a prac- 
tical Senſe of this great Truth, that Iniquity 
is indeed the worſt of all Calamities. Let 
us learn to ſympathize with other Sufferers; 
and, as far as in us lies, endeavour to pre- 
vent and to relieve their Sufferings: And in 
all our unavoidable Afffictions, diſpoſe and 
enable us to look up to thee as a Pattern 

both of Sufferings and of Patience, who 
waſt in all Points tempted like as We are, yet 
 oithout, Sin. And though thy perfect In- 
nocence could not ſet us an Example of Re- 
pentance, yet let the Remembrance of thy 
all- ſufficient Atonement for us convince us 
of the Neceſſity of imitating thy Holineſs; 
of bearing contentedly our preſent Lot, 
whatever it be; and of applying it to the 
Advancement of ſuch Virtues as may qua- 
lify us for the Enjoyment of thoſe high De- 
lights, that thou haſt promiſed to all who. 
come to the Father by thee, with Truſt in thy 
Merits, and Obedience to thy Precepts. 
Improve, We beſeech thee, and accept our 


imperfect Progreſs in Duty, 


1 through. t 
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bleſſed Will in his preſent Sufferings, which 
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For the Improvement of the fick Perſon. 


# N God, who art merciful in the Diſpen= Þ} 
ſation of thy Juſtice, and juſt in the 
Diſpenſation of thy Mercy; who intendeſt 
our Good in thy foreſt Puniſhments, and 
haſt required us to apply them thereto; 


Give this Senſe of thy gracious Intention, 
and this Spirit of wiſe Application, to thy 


Servant, whom Fhou haſt now confined to 


this Bed of Sickneſs. Thou haſt removed 


| him from the uſual Temptations of the 


World, from the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 
of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life ; Make 
him to remember that the Abſence of Temp- 
tation is not Virtue ; that it is not Yig Choice 
but thy wiſe Diſpoſal, that He is now free 
from the Inducement to many Vices. Make 
him to know that there ſtill are Duties pro- 
per to and practicable in his preſent Con- 


dition; and give him Grace more earneſtly 


to apply to theſe, now that it is no longer in 
his Power to teſtify his Obedience by a cho- 
ſen Denial of many ſinful Inclinations. 


Teach him the greater Abhorrence of every 


former Compliance with evil Suggeſtions, 
which He now ſees and feels ta be ſo vain 
and fruitleſs; the greater Reſignation to thy 


arc 
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are the juſt Reward of every Mortal's Sins ; 
and the greater Love of Devotion, and Con- 
templation of thy Mercies, which are at all 
Times our Supreme Good, and in theſe 
Times of Diſtreſs our only Support. Let 
his Mind improve in a Senſe of Duty, and 
in every proper Expreſſion of it, though bs 
Body be no longer able to join in the Ser- 
vice; and accept it, We beſeech thee, im- 
perfect as it is, for the Sake of the perfect 
and meritorious Sacrifice of our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt. n 


For the Improvement of thoſe that are preſent. 


"N God, who haſt given us Grace to teſ- 
tify a right Diſpoſition of Mind by 

this charitable Attendance on this our diſ- 
treſſed Neighbour, make this an Oppor- 
tunity to us of Improvement in the other 
Articles of Duty. Let us learn or recollect 
the earneſt Motives to fincere Piety, and 
the beſt Time and Manner of applying 
them. Cauſe us faithfully to obſerve the 
Importance of a good Conſcience, when all 
other Comforts fail us; and the Neceſſity 
of making ſuch a Proviſion for ſuch a Seaſon 
of Diſtreſs, as muſt ere long be our own. 
Cauſe us farther to obſerve, how unſuitable 
a Seaſon is a Bed of Sickneſs for the great 
ns: : Work 
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Work of Repentance; how much the Bo- 
dily Indiſpoſitions diſable the Mind for a 
proper Attention to Duty and the ſupreme 
Object of it; and diſpoſe us to reſolve to 
prevent this Inconvenience and Hazard b 
making our Peace with thee, whilſt Healt 
and Strength enable us to perform properly 
this weighty Buſineſs. Grant that the Sight 
of his Condition may wean us from the 
Love of this World, and from all immode- 
rate Attachment to thoſe ſuppoſed Advan- 
tages of it, which yield us now ſo little Pleaſure, 
and which ſoon, We ſee, will yield us no 
real Profit. Grant that the viſible Uncer- 
tainty of Life, and all its Comforts, may 
lead us to fix our Hearts on a Life of more 
Security and greater Enjoyments ; and fo 
to value and uſe the good Things of this 
World, as to make them inſtrumental to 
the Attainment of thoſe better Things pro- 
vided for us in the next. Cauſe the ſpeedy 
End, which We are hereby reminded that 
the preſent Scene muſt have, to make us 
more content under the Diſtreſſes, and more 
indifferent about the Enjoyments of it; and 
to teach us the great Leſſons of Patience, 
Humility, and Innocence. Let not the Ad- 
vantages of Strength, or Underſtanding, or 
Beauty, or Fortune, elate us beyond our 
proper Degree, when We recollect to how 
mor- 
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mortifying a State We may ſoon be redu- 
ced ; and permit Us not, O God, to live in 
ſuch a State, as that the Caſualty of an 
Hour may leave us without any rational 
Support. Cauſe theſe Reflections to fink 
into our Hearts, and to influence our Lives. 
Grant that our Neighbour's Affliction may 
be turned in this Manner to our Advantage; 
and that We, who meet together to pray 
for his Comfort and Salvation, may depart 
with more earneſt Reſolutions to provide 
for our own. And bring him and us, We 
beſeech thee, ſafely through this Vale of 
Tears, to the Enjoyment of thoſe Things, 
which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, net- 
ther have entred into the Heart of Man to 
conceive; and which Thou haſt prepared 
for and promiſed to thoſe that love thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


For Repentance. 


God, the Father of Spirits, the Author 
of all Holineſs and all Comfort, Teach 
us to proportion our Regard to the Import- 
ance of each Part of our Nature, and to 
pray with more Earneſtneſs for the Salva- 
tion of our Souls than for the Eaſe of our 
Bodies. Whether We are in Health or in 
Sickneſs, We pray that this may be our 
H 3 con- 
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conſtant Care; and that this thy Servant, 

under the Indiſpoſition of this his mortal 
Part, may recover, or retain, and improve his 
Value for that which is immortal. Grant 
that is Petitions for Pardon and Grace may 
be more fervent than even thoſe for Health; 


and that if his Continuance in this World 


ſeem defireable, Es Preparation for another 
may appear neceſſary, Convince bim that 
the ſame holy Temper of Mind, which is 
the only Qualification for an happy Death, 
1s indeed the Foundation of all Comfort in 
Life; and-that if His Prayers for Pardon are 


but heard, He is equally prepared for either 


Event. We defire to leave every other 
Requelt to thy free Diſpoſal ; but reject us 

not, We entreat thee, in our Application 
for ſpiritual Bleſſings, and particularly for 
the Remiſſion of our Sins. Make us reſign- 


ed and content in every State, but a State of 


Impenitence, and make all our other De- 
fires ſubſervient to our Improvement in 
Piety. Continue us then, We beſeech thee, 
in this Life, till We are fit for another; and 
then, when Thou pleaſeſt, take us to thy- 


ſelf. Hear us, O Lord, for the Sake of our 
. Jeſus Chriſt, _ 


For 
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For Forgiveneſs. 


F N Gracious God, who haſt taught us to 
\ pray to thee for Mercy, and haſt pro- 
miſed it to thoſe who duly apply to thee for 
itin the Name of thy Son; Hear our earneſt 
Supplications for ourſelves, and for this thy 
Servant, who now deſires to ſeek for and 
to obtain it through the Merits of His Savi- . 
our Jeſus Chriſt. Open thine Eyes, We 
beſeech thee, to the Sufferings, and thine 
Ears to the Addreſſes of a Soul pierced with 
a due Senſe of its Wants, and enlightened 
with the Knowledge of the only Fountain 
of Hope and of Relief. He confeſſes that 
He is unworthy of the Grace He aſks, and 
that Nothing but thy unbounded Goodneſs 
could encourage him to apply for it. But 
without thy Mercy He muſt for ever periſh ; 
and as no Rational Creature can bear the 
Thought of eternal Perdition, ſo Thou haſt 
graciouſly declared that Thou let not the 
Death of any Sinner. Enliven therefore his 
Petitions, and accept them ; and grant that 
He may obtain Mercy, that trough him Je- 
ſus Cbriſt may ſhew forth all Long-ſuffering 
and Compaſſion. His Life, He acknowledg- 
es, cannot ſtand a ſtrict Teſt and Enquiry 
tor if Thou, Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark 

H 4 ee 
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what 1s done amiſs, O Lord who may abide 
11? He dares not appeal to the Tribunal of 
thy Juſtice, but flies to thy gracious Offer of 
Mercy. Accept him, We pray thee, in 
this Method, according to the bleſſed Cove. 
nant of Favour and Acceptance, which thy 
Son our Saviour purchaſed for us, and pub- 
liſhed to us. Prepare him by Sincerity of 
Heart and Reſolution of Obedience to apply 
to thee in Prayer; ſtrengthen him by a Com- 
fortable Truſt in thee, to proceed uniform- 
ly in the Path of Holineſs; Favour him with 

_ farther Time to teſtify his Sincerity by a ho- 
ly Life; and whenever Thou ſhalt pleaſe to 
call Him hence, receive him to the Arms of 
thy Mercy through the Interceſſion and 
Merits of our only Advocate and Rèdeem- 
er, Jeſus Chriſt thy Son our Lord, 


For a right Tudgment of our State. 


Holy God, who art of purer Eyes than 

to behold Intquity without Abhorrence, 
and yetdoſtdiſcernitinthe moſt ſecretReceſles 
of our Hearts; where it often lies hid from 
th: Obſervation of Others, and ſometimes 
eſcapes our own; Aſſiſt us, we beſeech thee, 
in the Knowledge of ourſelves, and give us 
the Underſtanding to judge of our State as it 


3s in itſelf, andas Thoudiſcerneſtittobe. We 
4 confeſs, 
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confeſs, O Lord, our Blindneſs and Partia- 
lity in every Inſtance of our imperfect Con- 


duct, and moreeſpecially in thoſe which re- 


late to our own Breaches of Duty. Make us 
zealous to correct this Infirmity, and particu- 
larly watchful toguard againſt it in everything 
relating to the Diſcharge of our Obligations 
to thee. Deliver us from Indifterence and 
Self-Deceit. Make us ſenſible wherein We 
have done amiſs, and wherein We have 
made a right Uſe of thy gracious Aſſiſtance; 
that We may enjoy the Comfort of 2 good 
Conſcience, and may not be miſled by an 
erroneous one, O Lord, Thou art greater 
than our Hearts and knoweſt all things. En- 
able us to appeal to thee with Sincerity and 

Truth; that We may not flatter ourſelves 
with Security in any voluntary Sin, nor yet 
diſturb ourſelves with groundleſs Scruples. 
And grant that, according as our State re- 
quires, We may reſolve againſt the Repeti- 
tion of former Sins, or upon Perſeverance 
in our habitual Virtues; and in either Caſe 
confirm, and ſtrengthen, and accept our 


good Purpoſes for the Sake of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, '—— 


For 
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For Strength againſt Temptations, 


O Almighty God, who haſt placed us in 

a State of Trial, grant that We may 

ever account it our Wiſdom to prepare our 
Souls for Temptation, and to be watchful 
_ againſt thoſe peculiar Snares which beſet 
that State to which thy Providence has call- 
ed us. Grant that whilſt We are free from 


thoſe Allurements which attend Proſperity | 


and Health, We may guard againſt any 
Motions to Doubt or Diſtruſt, to Repining 
or Murmuring, or any faulty Temper which 
may be apt to invade us in the Day of our 
Diſtreſs. Grant that whilit We are weak 
in Body, We may yet grow ſtrong in Mind, 
and may gain Power over thoſe evil Incli- 
nations, which give the great Force to out- 
ward Temptation. Prepare us for this Suc- 
ceſs by a true and deep Humility, that We 
may know wherein our Weakneſs and our 
Strength conſiſt. We confeſs, O Lord, that 
of ourſelves We are not able to think or to 
do that which is right, but We can do all 
Things through Chriſi that flrengtheneth us. 
For his Grace We apply, that when it is 
preſent with us to will that which is good, We 
may likewiſe be able to perform it. And 
fince it is the ſingular Recommendation of 


| Our 
3 2 
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our Duty, that We always Judge in Favour 
of it, when We are beſt able to judge of it, 
when we are free from the Influence of 
Temptation, give us the Grace to be the 
more careful againſt it, to decline, as much 
as poſſible, the Path of it; or to leſſen its 
Weight, or to reſiſt its ſtrongeſt Efforts. 
Guard us particularly againſt the Devices of 
our Spiritual Adverſary, the Devil; diſpoſe 
us earneſtly to reſiſt him and his Suggeſti- 
ons, and deliver us finally and perfectly from 
all his Snares and Afaults. Bleſs theſe 
our Prayers, and proſper, We beſeech thee, 
our ſuitable Endeavours, that though it is 
not the Privilege of this mortal State, to get 
above Temptation, We may yet be enabled, 
by thy divine Aſſiſtance, to paſs innocently 
through it. Grant that by this powerful 
Aid, and the due Improvement of it, We 
may at length attain to that happy Scene, 
where no inward Corruption or outward 
Allurement ſhall interrupt a ready and uni- 
form Performance of our Duty to thee ; an 
entire Dedication of ourſelves and all our 
Deſires to thy Divine Will. Bring us ſafely, 
We pray thee, through the manifold Trials 
of this World, to that perfect State of Obe- 
dience and Felicity, for the Sake and 
through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


For 
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For Perſeverance in good Reſolutions, 


Almighty God, who art eternal in 

thy nature and immutable. in 
thy Goodneſs; Look down, We be- 
ſeech thee, with Piety and compaſſion, 
on our many natural and moral Defects. 
Enable us to endure with Refignation our 
unavoidable Infirmities, and to Correct with 
Care every voluntary Frailty. Accept our 
preſent ſincere and warm Deſires of ſerving 
thee faithfully, and grant that We may 
never fail in the Sincerity, or abate of the 
Warmth of Purpoſes which We have fo 
wiſely grounded. Prepare us by Humility, 
by Devotion, by conſtant Diligence, to ful- 
fil theſe neceſſary Reſolutions to guard againſt 
every Violation of our Duty, and above all, 
to prevent ſingle Failures trom proceeding 
to habitual Neglect. Preſerve us from every 
Inſtance of wiltul Tranſgreſſion, or pardon 
it, and make it the Occaſion of renewing 
and confirming our Holy Reſolutions. Make 
our good Purpoſes as laſting as the Reaſons on 
which they are founded; and convince useve- 
ry Day more and more of the Neceſlity, and 
the Advantages of diſcharging our religious 
Obligations. dtrengthen us by thy Grace 
to act according to this Conviction, and to 
live like thoſe, who bear it ny in 
t eir 
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their Memories and their Hearts. Continue 
to us every imperfect Attainment already 
wrought in us; ſupply what is yet wanting 
in us, and give us a better Senſe and Knows 
ledge of our ſpiritual Wants, Guard us a- 
gainſt thoſe Sins, which are moſt apt to 
beſet us; and againſt thoſe, which, being 
leaſt ſuſpected, may prove moſt dange- 
rous: And grant that in the Hour of 
Trial We may have the ſame Thoughts 
and Impreſſions as in this Hour of De- 
votion, and may by thy gracious Aſſiſt- 
ance be enabled to teſtify them by Per- 
ſeverance and Improvement in true Piety 
and Virtue. Accept our repeated Sup- 
plications for this, which is the greateſt 
Bleſſing that can be conferred in this Life, 
and will lead to thoſe exalted Bleſſings, 


| which Thou wilt confer in a future State 


on all who fincerely obey and truſt in 
thee, through the Merits of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. ft. 


For 4 charitable | Diſpyitim in the fick 
Perſon. 


Gracious God, to whoſe Mercy We 
owe both our Being 'and Well-Be- 
ing, who haſt taught us to imitate-this 

Divine 
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Divine Attribute, and to exerciſe that 
Charity to each other, which Thou haſt 
ſhewn to us all; Give us Grace to follow 
thy moſt excellent Pattern and Precept, 
and to ſhew that benevolent Regard to 
all Mankind, which We deſire to receive 
from them. Make us to conſider this as 


the principal Ornament and Duty of our 


Life at all Times, and more particularly 
ſeaſonable in the Day of Sickneſs, when 


We ourſelves receive every Comfort and Sup- 


port from the charitable and good Offices 
of others. Impreſs, we beſeech thee, this 
Conſideration on this thy Servant, whom 
thy Providence has called to the Trial of 
Sickneſs, and has bleſſed with Friends to 
relieve and ſupport him in it. Give him a 
juſt Senſe of the Miſeries, which the 


more indigent Part of his Fellow-Crea- 


tures ſuffer under the like Affliction, and 
a Heart to contribute to the Relief of 
them. Diſpoſe him to a Reſolution of en- 
deavouring to leſſen the Number and 
lighten the Degree of other Mens Sorrows, 


and direct him to ſome proper Method of 


communicating his Aſſiſtance, and of di- 


ſtributing to the Neceſſities of the Saints. 


Raiſe bis Thoughts from this juſt Compaſ- 
fion to their Bodies, to a like tender Re- 
gard 
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gard to their Souls, and incline Him to ſhew: 
his Charity not only in giving but in for- 
giving his Brethren. Enable him to diſcard 
all Reſentment from Bis Soul, at leaſt every 
malicious Kind or Degree of it, which thou 
haſt taught us to know will defeat all our 
Hopes of Pardon, and make him endeavour 
to ſuit his Temper to that heavenly Region, 
for which it is now His juſt Deſire and Em- 
ployment to prepare himſelf, Teach him, 
and teach us all, the comparative Inſigni- 
ficancy of thoſe things, which create the 
great Differences amongſt Mankind, and 
which too often hinder us in the Purſuit of 
that more important Intereft, which We 
may all, without Prejudice to each other, 
attain; and which would be more effetu- 
ally ſecured, and more highly exalted by the 
joint Purſuit of it. Continue us all in this 
juſt Sentiment, and in this holy Temper of 
Mind, till We are brought, through thy 
Mercy, to the fuller Enjoyment of thee and 
thy Goodneſs, Hear us, We beſeech thee, 
for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For a Spirit of Forgiveneſs and Reconcilia- 

tion in the ſame, 
Gracious God, who in the Exerciſe of 
thy wiſe and good Providence haſt 
thought fit to ſhew Mercy to Man beyond 
thy 
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thy other fallen Creatures; Give us the Grace 
to ſhew: Mercy to Each Other, and to be 
deſirous to promote univerſal Peace and Good. 
Will throughout the World. Make us to 
delight in mutual Forbearance and Forgive- 


neſs for its own Sake, and more eſpecially 


as an Inſtance of Duty and Obedience tothee, 
Cauſe us to remember how much We ſtand: 


in Need of Pardon from thee, and even from 
the Reſt of Mankind, and how indiſpenſa- 


bly thy gracious Precepts require of us the 
Return of it to them. Teach us particular. 
ly that this Duty, which is ſeaſonable at all 
Times, and which does much become us 
both as Men and as Chriſtians, is more ſin- 
gularly ſuitable to a State of Sickneſs, and 
to a Seaſon of Devotion, Cauſe us to re- 


fle& how inconſiderable our Miſunderſtand- 


ings muſt appear, when Death approaches 
and Judgment enſues ; and when uninter- 
rupted Happineſs is, through thy Mercy, 
our comfortable Proſpect. And whilſt We 
are praying to thee for a ſafe Paſſage to that 
unmerited Felicity, inſpire us with that ne- 


ceſſary Qualification, a compaſſionate Heart, 


void of all Malice or Hatred to Others, 


without which our Petitions cannot be ac- 


ceptable to thee. Impreſs this Sentiment on 
this thy Servant, who has now this awgken-: 
ing Call to meditate on the Benefit of Com- 

= paſſion, 


Pardon; and m 


\ 
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paſſion, and make him as deſirous to forgive 
as to be forgiven. Cauſe him to be earneſt. 
to make Satisfaction to all whom He may 
any way have injured, and to deſire their 

; 4 e him equally ready to re- 
mit all Offences againſt himſe/f, and to ex- 
erciſe his own Forgiveneſs towards the Of- 
fenders. And grant that it may now be his 


chief Employment to pray with Sincerity 
for the eternal Salvation of Himſelf and 
Others; and do Thou, We beſeech thee, 
beat and accept 55 Petitions for the Sake 
and through the Merits of our Saviour Je- 
aa © e 


Fir a 22 on Remedies. 


1 O Lorch in whom We live, and move, 
Þ and have our Being, who of thy o.]. 
free Bounty gaveſt us theſe Faculties of 
Mind and Body, and by the ſame unmerit- 
ed Goodneſs continueſt them to us, We 
deſire to be duly ſenſible of theſe Bleſſings 
8 Ourſelves, and, through a proper Senſe of 
them, to implore a Recovery of them for 
this our diſtreſſed Neighbour, We know 
that thy Providence - conſiſts not in over. 
ruling frequently the Courſe of Nature, but 
in di poſing and directing it to anſwer the 
| Purpoſe of thy wiſe Counſels: Diſpoſe, We 
3 beſeech 
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beſeech thee, each natural Influence in Be- 
half of this thy afflicted Servant. Direct 
to the proper Remedies for his Cure, and 
give Bleſſing and Succeſs to the Application 
of them. Grant im and us a proper No- 
tion of and Truſt in thy Superintendance and 
Aſſiſtance; that We may look for it in the 
Way that Reaſon and Revelation direct; nei- 
ther ſuperſtitiouſly neg 557 the Uſe of Hu- 
man Means, nor prophanely relying on them 
as the only Means of our Welfare. Let us 
raiſe our Thoughts and Hearts to thee the 
firſt Cauſe, whilſt We are applying thoſe 
ſecond Cauſes, which Thou in Mercy haſt 
afforded us; and give Efficacy to them in 
the ſpeedy and perfect Recovery of un, for 
whom our Prayers are now deſired, ' Grant 
this, We beſeech thee, for the Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


| For the Recovery of the fick Perſon, 5 


God, che Giver of our Beings, and 
Diſpenſer of Health and Sickneſs, of 


Life and Death ; We apply to thee in Be- 
half of this thy Servant, praying ito. thee, 
that He may ever acknowledge thy Power 
and Goodneſs, and may at this Time ex- 
perience the Aſſiſtance of them. The 
Wiler of F riends avail not; The Powers 


0 
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of Nature or of Art are of no Force without 
thy concurring Bleſſing: Bleſs then, We 


beſeech thee, every Application for his Re- 


covery. Support him under the Pains that 


He now endures, and deliver him ſpeedily 
from them. Grant him ſuch a Senſe of bis 


preſent Danger, as may anſwer the Purpoſe 
for which Thou ſentedſt it on him: and 
grant him ſuch a Deliverance from it, as 
may beſt promote thy Glory, and bis preſent 
and future Welfare. Make his Petitions 
for Improvement by this Sickneſs as ſincere 
as thoſe for bis Releaſe from it, and crown | 
both with an happy Succeſs. Preſerve hin 
in this Life, with a due Senſe of his Preſer- 
vation; and lead Him thereby to a better 
Preparation for and more ſecure Enjoyment 

of the Felicity of the next. Hear us, We 


beſeech thee, for the Sake of our Saviour 


Jeſus int. 


For a due Preparation for Death. 


Almighty God, who haſt made Death 

the neceſlary Paſſage to eternal Life; 
Grant that we may ſo earneſtly fix our 
Hearts on this great Conſummation of our 
Hopes, that We may be prepared to go 


through that Paſſage to it-wittout Horror: 


Let a Holy Life be our conſtant Prepara- 
Sore I 2 tive, 
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ſelves to the Divine Will; When 
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tive, that even a ſudden Departure may 
prove no Calamity, but may be only the 


Means of tranſlating us more ſpeedily to 


Glory; or that a longer Continuance on 
Earth may be a real Bleſſing, and by in- 
creaſing and improving our Virtues, may be 
the Means of increaſing our future Reward. 
Make. us ever live as thoſe who know that 
they muſt die, and prepare to die as thoſe. 
who know that they muſt riſe again to 
Judgment. Make us careful neither to 
haſten our Diſſolution by Sin or Folly, not 
through Fear of it to be terrified from the 
Diſcharge of any Part of our Duty. When 
We conſider it as the Law of Nature, make 
us chearfully . ſubmit to. that Law from 


which ſo many Bleſſings. are derived to Us; 


When We confider it as the Decree of 
Heaven, diſpoſe us dutifully to by = _ Our- 

e con- 
ſider it as the Penalty of Tranſgreſſion, 


make us thankful that this may he our only 


Penalty; and when We conſider it as the 
End of this World's Miſery as well as the 
Entrance on Glory, lead us. to embrace it a 
our kind Deliverer. Above all, excite us 
to look up to. thee with, grateful. Hearts, 
that. haſt enabled us thus by, Chriſtian Faith 


and Chriſtian, Practice to diſarm} and con- 


quer our laſt, bach the King of .Texrors, 
Teach 
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Teach us duly to value and ſuitably to im- 
prove this great Privilege, teſtifying our 
Eſteem of it by the only ſure K — an 
uniform Virtue, and an humble Truſt in 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour 

Jeſus Chriſt. | 


3 


For me e that is 2 nel with ſudden Nine. 


Lord, the Giver of Life, and Go. 
vernor of all Events; We approach 

thee in Behalf of this thy Servant, che Want 
of whoſe Interceſſion for us, on the like 
Occaſion, We fo lately had equal Reaſon 
to apprehend. But we know not either 
our Strength or Weakneſs, and conſider not, 
as We ought, thy Providential Diſpoſal of 
either. Let thy Power and Mercy, We 
pray thee, be magnified in thy farther Deal- 
ings with this thy Servant, and grant that 
his Recovery may be as ſpeedy as his Diſeaſe 
was unexpected. Or if this ſeem not good 
to thy wiſe Providence, let the Continuance 
| of bis Indiſpoſition afford him Time and 
Inclination to apply himfelf feriouſly to Re- 
pentance, Devotion, and Reſolutions of fu- 
ture Improvement: and grant him in thy 
good Time a Releafe from bis Complaints, 
and an Opportunity of teſtifying the Sin- 
cerity of bis good Thoughts by a Life ex- 
I 3 emplarily 
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emplarily holy and pious. Or if, in thy wiſe 
Counſels, this Sickneſs is appointed to end 
in Death, accept; We beſeech thee, of his 
unfeigned Prayers and holy Purpoſes. | Par- 
don the Errors of his Life and the Imper- 
fections of his Repentance, and receive him 
to thy Mercy. And give us Grace to im- 
prove ſuch Events to an higher Advancement 
in Piety, that We may be perpetually mind- 
ful of the Neceſfity of thy Protection and 
Favour, and may never live in ſuch a State 
as We ſhall fear to die in. Let the Re- 
membrance of the Uncertainty of Life con- 
tribute to the Innocence of it, that We may 
be prepared for all Events, and may be fit 
for the Enjoyment of thy Preſence, when 
ever thou ſhalt pleaſe to call us out of this 
World. Grant this, O Lord, for the Sake 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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5 Gracious God, who in the Midſt of 
Judgment haſt remembred Mercy, 
and haſt made the ſoreſt Calamities to which 
We are liable, to be attended with ſome Ad- 
vantages; Give thy Grace to this thy Servant, 
that He may look on the diſtreſsful Part of 
His Condition to remind him of his Sihs, and 
on the beneficial Part of it to remind him of 


thy 
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thy Mercy; by both to quicken him to 
earneſt Repentance. Let the tediousDiſtemper, 
which He ſuffers under, raiſe his Thoughts 


to the Cauſe of all - Human Sorrow in the 


Diſobedience of Man, and to an humble 


Reflection on the Diſobedience of Each Man, 


as a juſt Cauſe of each One's Suffering. 


But let him look on the Time and Opportuni- 


ty of Repentance hereby afforded as a par- 


ticular Favour, and improve it into a real 
Bleſſing. Make him thankful that He was 


not ſnatched away in a State of Impenitence, 
nor cut off in the Purſuit of Sins and Follies. 
Make bim thankful that his Diſtemper affects 
not his Underſtanding, but that Thou 
continueſt to him the Uſe of his Senſes and 
bis Reaſon. O continue to him, or revive in 
him, the Grace to improve this Opportunity 


of Mercy; and if his long-depending Sick- 


neſs try his Patience, let it likewiſe confirm 


it. Grant that He may employ the Time 


hereby afforded in Acts of Repentance for 
former Offences, in Acts of Reſignation to 
his preſent Lot, and in Acts of Truſt for thy 
future Mercy: that whilſt his Body is de- 
caying, his Soul may be improving, and at 
their enſuing Separation may be duly prepa- 
red to return to thee who gaveſt it, through 


the Merits and Satisfaction of our Saviour 
Jeſus Uhr u 7 t 1 Biaentened ods ap 
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Br one thet is Babu 


0 Gratioun Bed. for whom and by whoin 
Mie were made, who haſt: wiſe: and 


pr Ends to ferve for thine Honour and 
our Advantage, even in thoſe Diſpenſations, 


which may ſeem the leaſt deſireable to us; 
We deſire to acknowledge and to improve 
thy Mercy, whether or not We can diſcern 
X24 Cauſe, or ſhould chooſe the Method of 


thy dealing with us. We know that Thou 


wilt not require more of us than We can do, 
or lay more on us than We can bear; and 
We defire in each Reſpect to conform to 
thy Will to the beſt of our Power, But it 
is not thy Will that We ſhould not pray for 


8 from or Support under our 


Afflictions. It is thy gracious Direction, 
that by Prayer and Supplication We ſbould let 
our Requeſts be made known. unto ther. Ac- 


_ cept therefore our Requeſts in Behalf of this 


thy Servant, whom thy Providence has con- 


| fined from the Society of all, but thoſe who 
through Charity come to adminiſter to his 
| — — Encourage and proſper this good 
Work, and accept our Petitions for this our 
diſtreſſed Neig b 
finement to 1 and grant him every Com- 
tort and Relief which the Nature of li. wg? 
* £45 trels 


our. Sdyeeten this Con- 
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treſs will admit of. Let his Mind be ſtill ca- 
pable of looking into itſelf, and of enjoying 
thee, and teach him to know that this is 
the principal-Blefimng of every Situation in 
Life. If any particular Miſconduct has called 
for this as a neceſſary Act of Diſeipline, 
make him thoroughly ſenſible of ſuch Of- 
fence, and truly penitent for it. Grant that 
He may turn to thee with his whole Heart, 
and may learn that a Bed of Sickneſs fo ap- 
plied is more valuable than the moſt perfact 
State of thoughtleſs Health, Or if bis Franſ- 
greſſions have not been diftinguiſhed beyond 
the Reſt of Mankind, yet let bim, and let us 
all remember, that our daily Offences deſerve 
a ſeverer Puniſhment, and that thy 'V 
is ſhewn- in giving us our Share of Affliction 
in this World. O ſanctify it to us, and more 
eſpecially give thy Grace to this thy Servant, 
to conſider and to apply even this Diſtreſs 
as an uſeful Deliverance from many danger- 
ous Temptations, and as an Opportunity 
of exerciſing many valuable Virtues. Grant 
that He may hereby continue in the preſent 
Scene to be the Object of thy Favour, and 
Heir of thy Promiſes: that if He defcend 
not ever from this Bed of Affliction to con- 
verſe again with Men on Earth, yet He may 
at length aſcend from it to the Society of 
Fuſe Men made perfect in -Heavep, through 
hole. the 
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the Merits of Him, that is the Mediator of 
the new Covenant, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


An one that i 15 bare by any Caftalty, | 
O, by WP Mercy We live, and 
O live ſo ſecurely, that We are not often 
viſited with thoſe Caſualties, which haſten 
Death, or make Lite uncomfortable; Give 
us Grace to look up with Thankfulneſs to 
thee for our own happier Lot, and to look 
down with Compaſſion on this our Brother, 
in whom Thou haſt given us an Example 
of the Uncertainty of our Continuance here, 
and of all the Enjoyments attending it. 
Convert, We beſeech thee, this fad Calamity 
into a real Bleſſing to him by the wiſe and 
good Uſe, which We pray that He may be 
enabled to make of it. Suffer him not to 
eſteem it as the Effect of Chance, but teach 
him to look on every Event as befalling us 
by thy Appointment or Permiſſion, and to 
order it to the End, which He may reaſon - 
ably believe thy Providence intended by it. 
Let it awaken the Remembrance and 
ſtrengthen the Abhorrence of every Tranſ- 
greſſion, which may have brovaked [thee ; 
and let it confirm every Virtue: and perfect 
every good Reſolution, which may incline 


Gp Nez towards hm. In the mean Time 
: . have 
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have Compaſſion on his preſent ſorrowful 
Condition, and grant him as effectual and ſpee- 
dy Aſſiſtance as the Nature of his Caſe will 
admit. Leſſen, We entreat thee, Bis Danger; 
aſſwage his Pains, and grant him Patience 
under theſe Applications, which may be 
neceſſary to his Cure. Give Succeſs to the 
Remedies that are judged proper for his 
Recovery, and bleſs thoſe with a right 
Judgment, who are to preſcribe to him, 
or to perform the preſcribed Opera- 


| tions upon him. And grant that We may 


remember. Our daily Perils and our daily 
Duties ; that Piety is the only Foundation 
of Security; and that if our final State be 
but ſafe, We have no Reaſon to tremble at 
the Apprehenſion of thoſe unforeſeen Ca- 
ſualties, which may haſten us to it. Con- 
firm us in theſe Thoughts and in ſuitable 
Endeavours, and accept our Prayers through 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


For one whoſe caſual Hurt is likely to prove 


mortal, 


God, who haſt warned us by many 

| bd Diſpenfations of thy Providence, and 
many Directions in thy Holy Word, in the 
Midſi of Life to think of Death, and to be 


ever 
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ever prepared for the Summons, whereby 
Thou mayſt think fit at any Time, and in 
any Method, to call us to thyſelf; Grant that 
We may keep this continually in Mind, not. 
to anticipate uncertain Evil, but to ſeeurè ia 
all poſſible Events our certain Good. Let 
the Example before us remind us of our own 
perilous Condition, and incline us at this 
Time to pray and wiſh for him what We 
ſhould with Reaſon deſire for ourſelves under 
the like Misfortune. His late promiſing 
State of Health and Welfare is now, by the 
Permiſſion of thy righteous Providence, 
. ſuddenly converted into ſeyere Pain and 

extreme Danger. If thy Wifdom ſees it fit 
for him, convert, We beſeech thee, his preſent 
calamitous State into as ſudden an Expectation 
of Relief and Support; or bleſs us with the 
Hope of his Security and Recovery, though 
farther Time be neceſſary tothe Accompliſh- 
ment of it. Above all, grant that the State 
of his Mind may be ſuitable to the Infr- 
mities of his Body, Let the Sincerity and 
Fervency of his Devotion be ſuch as may 
qualify him for Continuance in this Life; or 
for a Departure from it. Let the preſent 
Temper of bis Soul be as refigned and 
heavenly, as We hope it always has been, 


0 4 


and as We pray it may ever be hereafter, 
if our Prayers for his Recovery are bleſſed 
. with 
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with Succeſs, Or if this Calamity be ap- 
pointed to be the Means of removing him 
from this World, accept our earneſt Inter- 
ceſſions for him, that this may be his only 
Penalty; that the Integrity of 575 Heart and 
the Warmth of bis preſent. Devotions, may 
ſupply the Place of that more ſolemn 
Preparation, which a different Indiſpoſition 
might have permitted and required. Pardon, 
upon his devout Supplication, and through 
the Merits of bis Saviour, his former Errors 
and Offences; accept his Progreſs in Virtue, 
however imperfect; and bring him ſafely 
out of this his Miſery, to the Enjoyment of 
perfect and unalterable Felicity purchaſed by 
the Blood of bus N e Fa 
Chtiſt. 


For one that is to undergo a ſevere Operation. 


Graciqus God, who in all the Dif- 
penſations of thy Providence haſt 

joined rds with Jude e haſt ap- 
pointed Remedies for our ſoreſt Complaints, 
and yet haſt permitted Terror often to at- 
und. thoſe very Remedies; ſtrengthening 
Us wich a natural Love of Life, to endure 
them; Give us Grace to. apph all theſe, 
Diſpenſations to the End intended by them, 
and to behaye in all, like Creatures juſtly 

__ ſubjected 


> — 
” * - — - 7 
* Io — — —— —— — — * 2 — - - 2 a — E 


: Prayers for Viftation of the Sith. 


124 


ever prepared for the Summons, whereby | 
Thou mayſt think fit at any Time, and in 
any Method, to call us to thyſelf; Grant that 
We may keep this continua in Mind, not. 
to anticipate uncertain Evil, but to ſeeure' in 
all poſſible Events our certain Good. Let 
the Example before us remind us of our own 


perilous Condition, and incline us at this 
Time to pray and wiſh for hm what We 


ſhould with Reaſon deſire for ourſelves uhder 
the like Misfortune. His late promiſing 
State of Health and Welfare is now, by the 
Permiſſion of thy righteous Providence, 
| ſuddenly converted into ſeyere Pain and 
extreme Danger. If thy Wiſdom fees it fit 
For him, convert, We beſeech thee, his preſent 


calamitous State intoas ſudden an Expectation 


of Relief and Support; or bleſs us with the 
Hope of his Security and Recovery, though 


farther Time be neceſſary tothe Ae 


ment of it. Above all, grant that the State 


of bis Mind may be ſuitable to the In- 
mities of his Body, Let the Sincerity and 


Fervency of s Devotion be ſuch as. may 


qualify him for Continuance in this Life; or 


for a Departure from it. Let the preſent 
"Temper of bis Soul be as refigned and 


heavenly, as We hope it always has been, 


and as We pray it may ever be here: ter, 


if our Prayers for his Recovery are N 
| wit 
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with Succeſs, Or if this Calamity be ap- 
pointed to be the Means of removing him 
from this World, accept our earneſt TO: 
ceſſions for him, that this may be his only 
Penalty; that the Integrity of pi Heart and 
the Warmth of bis preſent. Devotions, may 
ſupply. the Place of that more ſolemn 
Preparation, which a different Indiſpoſition 
might have permitted and required. Pardon, 

upon is deyout Supplication, and through 
the Merits of his Saviour, his former Errors 
and Offences ; accept his Progreſs in Virtue, 
however imperfect; and bring him ſafely 
out of this his Miſery, to the Enjoyment of 

perfect and unalterable Felicity purchaſed by 
_— Blood of bis only Redeemer, Jeſus 
Chriſt... 


For one that is to undergo a ſevere Operation. 


Graciqus God, who in all the Dif- 
penſations of thy Providence haſt 

joined Mercies with Judgments,. haft ap- 
pointed Remedies for our ſoreſt Complaints, 
and yet. haſt permitted Terror often to at- 
tend thoſe very Remedies, ſtrengthening | 
Us with a natural Love of Life, to endure. 


them; Give us Grace to. app ly all theſe 
Diſpenſations to the End intended by them, 
and to behaye in all, like Creatures juſtly 

ſubſected 
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ſubjected to thy Diſcipline, and infinitely 


obliged to thy Goodneſs, Let the Pains | 


and: Miſeries, which We are all liable to, 


raiſe our Compaſſion to each other, and our 


Reſignation to thee, who art our only Sup- 
port and Comfort in all our Diftreſſs. 
Give us Sincerity and Earneſtneſs in our 
Petitions for this our diſtreſſed Brother, and 
grant. Succeſs to the Supplications thus of- 


fered up on his Behalf. Support him by 
thy Grace under the afflictive Remedy 


judged neceſſary for his Recovery. Leſſen 


bis preſent Apprehenſions of it, and grant 
that it may prove leſs terrible than his Ap- 


prehenſions, and moſt effectual to his Cure. 
Strengthen him to endure. it; bleſs him to 
receive Benefit by it, and let the Hope of 
Health and Strength, and of an innocent 
and comfortable Uſe of them, be ſecurely 
eſtabliſhed. And grant that the Pain, which 
is only Medicinal, and intended for his 
Bodily Walkie may prove of equal Ad- 
vantage to his Soul; may guard him againſt 
the Pain, which all: be inflicted on the im- 
penitent by thy Vengeance; and may lead 
bim to thoſe holy and good Reſolutions, 
which, if faithfully fulfilled, will end in 
painleſs and Pl, Enjoyments. Hear 
us, WE beſeec thee, for the Sake of our 
done Joins aun. a FE „ afagn od [ 
4501. ar 
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For one that is maimed. 


God, by whoſe Wiſdom and Power 
We are fearfully and er are made, 
yet are not ſufficiently thankful for the moſt 
general and moſt important Bleſſingsof Life; 
awaken us, We beſeech thee, to a better 
Senſe of Mind, who are blefſed with a 
ſound and perfect Uſe of Body; and fſuffer 
us not to learn the Value of this Bleſſing 
merely by the Want of it. Let the Imper- 
fections of this our diſtreſſed Neighbour 
excite us only to Gratitude to thee for our 
preſent happier Lot, to Compaſſion to him, 
whoſe Wants call for Aſſiſtance,” and to 
Humility in' ourſelves, who are daily liable 
to the like Calamities. Make us defirous 
to ſupply by our charitable Aſſiſtance that 
Uſe of thoſe Limbs, which We cannot re- 
ſtore; and give him Grace reſignedly to 
bear, and pioufly to improve the Affliction 
that is ſent on him. Make it the Care of 
bis enſuing Days to perfect his better Part, 
and grant that He may ever remember and 
apply theſe Words of his Saviour, that 7 7s 
better to enter into Life halt or maimed; than 
being whole or ſound to be caft into ever. 
laſting Fire. And let him and us raiſe our 
Thoughts and Hopes to that matic: <a 
won: 5 when 


— * — 
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and ſuited to the Immortality and 
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when all Infirmities and Imperfections ſhall. 
be no more; when a ſincere Faith, and a 


holy Practice ſhall be rewarded with the 
Felicity of our whole Being; and We ſhall 
receive our bodies ſpiritualized and enen 
TIAPPL= 
neſs of our Souls. Lead: us, We beſeech 
thee, by Piety and Holineſs, to the Enjoys 
ment of that bliſsful State, through the Mer- 
rits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Fur one that is in great Pain. 


CN racious God, who doſt not aflif 


willingly nor grieve the Children of 


Men, who ſendeſt even Pain and Trouble og 


us for wiſe and good Ends, as neceſſary 
Meſſengers to call us to thyſelf, to corred 
our Vices, or to confirm our Virtues ; Grant 
that We maymake them as falutary as Thoy 
deſigneſt them, and that by a wiſe and 


pious Application of them, they may prove 


the Inſtruments of, and Paſſage to av Hap- 


paineſs without End or Interruption. Though 


no Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous 
but grievous, yet We know that it afterwards 
yeeldeth the peaceable Fruit of. Righteouſneſs 10 
them that are exerciſed thereby ; and We ſin- 
cerely pray, that whatever may be our o 
ward Trials, our inward. Exerciſe may be 

r __ - Righteouſneſs 
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Righteouſneſs and Devotion. But with this 
principal Regard to our ſupreme Concern, 
We preſume likewiſe to implore thy Mercy 
in the Relief and Support of thoſe Troubles, 
which attend the Paſſage towards it. Thou 
knoweſt the Infirmities of our Nature, that 
it is little, which We can endure, though 
it is much that We deſerve; and that con- 
tinued or intenſe Pain is in itſelf more terrible 
to us than even the Proſpect of our Diſſolu- 
tion, No outward Advantages can alleviate 
it, nor even a good Conſcience remove it ; 
but to thee only We can apply for the ſure 
Alleviation or Removal of it. To, thee. 
therefore We do apply for the Relief of this 
our much-afflited Brother ; beſeeching thee 
to eaſe his Pains and to reſtore his Health, 
Grant him a comfortable Intermiſſion, and 
a ſpeedy Concluſion of theſe his grievous 
Sorrows, Refreſh his Spirits; lighten hrs 
Sufferings ; pardon hrs Sins; and bring him 
ſafely through this Vale of Tears to the En- 
joyment of thy happy and glorious Preſence, 
tor the Sake and through the Merits of thy 
Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


For one whoſe Pain is abated. 


Gracious God, whoſe Compaſſion is 
greater than-our Patience, and whoſe 
hon wh K Vengeanec 


in the Removal of them, and in both a 
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Vengeance leſs than our Iniquities ; who 
haſt left us no Refuge but Devotion in our 
ſevereſt Pains, and whoſe Ears are ever 
open to our Prayers; make us as ready to 
acknowledge thy Mercy in relieving us, as 
to implore Relief in our Diſtreſs; and acc 
our humbleſt Tribute of Thanks and Praiſe 
for that Interval of Eaſe and Refreſhment, 
which Thou haſt granted to this thy Servant 


from bis late great Miſery. Continue, We 


beſeech thee, and confirm, and compleat 
this Mercy, till it end in a perfect Recovery 
of his Health and Strength. Grant that the 
Joy, which Nature inſpires on a ſudden 
Releaſe from painful Senſations, may lead 
him and us to that farther Joy, which Reaſon 
dictates, and Religion confirms; that it 
may teach us to be more thankful for the 
many Days of Eaſe and Comfort, which by 
thy Mercy We enjoy ; and to look forward 
to that uninterrupted Scene of Pleaſure and 
Delight, Which by thy Promiſe We are 
taught to hope for. Prepare us for that 
Scene by an entire Refignation of ourſelyes 
in all Events to thy good Providence, and 
by a devotional Improvement of every Diſ- 
penſation, which Thou ſhalt think fit to 
ſend on us in our Paſſage towards it. Give 
us Patience under Sufferings, and Gratitude 


true 
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true Application of Heart to thee and thy 
Service; Quicken theſe Graces in this thy 
Servant at this Time, and in us at all Times, 
that We may in Health prepare for the 
© Viſitation of Sickneſs, and in Sickneſs for 
= the Enjoyment of Health; and in each 
intermediate Interval may thankfully apply 
each Degree of Eaſe and Refreſhment to 
the Improvement of our Souls, and the 
Acknowledgment of thy Mercy. And 
bring us ſafely, we pray thee, by ſuch Steps 
as thy Providence ſhall ſee fit, to the At- 
tainment of final and perfect Happineſs, 


through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


Por one that bas a ne Diſeaſe, 
Lord, who haſt diſpoſed us by Na- 


ture, and commanded us by Precept, 
to love one another, to ſupply each Others 
Wants, and to relieve each Others Diſtreſ- 
ſes; Grant that We may ever be ready to 
diſcharge theſe Offices, and may not be 
tempted to decline to give our Aſſiſtance 
for thoſe very Reaſons for which it is moſt 
wanted. Accept our Services, and hear 
our Prayers for this our diſtreſſed Neigh- 
bour. Relieve the Calamities of his Body 
and the Diſtreſſes of his Soul, and reſtore 
K 2 5 
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bim to a more comfortable Enjoyment of 


be our conſtant Care; and bring us all fafe- 


this World, that He may live to make a 
better Preparation for another. Enable im 
to endure theſe Calamities, which cannot 
laſt long ; and to prevent thoſe, for which 
there is no Relief. And as Thou inſtructeſt 
us by our Senſes, and haſt ſubjected this 
corruptible Part of us to Diſeaſes, which 
Piety cannot prevent, nor Wealth remove, 
teach us to ſubmit to them with dutiful 
Patience, as to other Trials ; and to eſteem 
it no great Condeſcenfion to lend our beſt 
Help to alleviate ſuch Diſtreſs as We are 
all equally ſubject to. Teach us rather to 
make it the Occafion of contemplating and 
gratefully acknowledging that great Privi- 
lege, which Thou haſt propoſed to our 
Hopes, in the Promiſe of the Reſurrection 
of our Bodies; when this diſeaſed Part of 
us ſhall be reſtored to us pure and immortal, 
free from a Poſſibility of Ruin or Corrup- 
tion. Enable us by this glorious Proſpect 
patiently to endure all the Inconveniences 
of our Paſſage towards it, and reſignedly to 
bear the ſevereſt Sufferings, which Nature 
unavoidably expoſes us to, and which Art 


cannot always relieve. Let an happy End 
of all our Miſeries be our ſupporting Hope, 


and the Diſcharge of the Conditions of it 


ly 
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ly through this Scene of Sorrows, and Vale 
of Tears, to that Happineſs, which is as 
mach beyond our Comprehenſion as our 
Deſerts ; and which Thou haſt promiſed to 
all faithful Chriſtians, through the Merits 
of our Saviaur nts Chriſt. 


For one that bas an infectious Diſeaſe 
Leſſed Lord, who haſt given us ſuch a 


; Nature, and placed us in ſuch a Sta- 
| tion, as ſhould keep us in a conſtant Depen- 
dance on thy Providence; Grant that the 
Infirmities ef the one, and the Caſualties 
of the other, may ever have that happy 
Effect; and that by bringing us to an entire 
Truſt in thee, thy ſevereſt Judgments may 
prove real Bleſſings to us. Make us mind- 
ful that We are ſubje& not only to the gra- 
dual Decays of our Conſtitution, to the in- 


tended Violences of the Wicked, and to 


unforeſeen external Accidents, but likewiſe 
to the Seeds of acute and violent Diſeaſes 
lodged within us, which are ſpeedily kind- 
led by Others, or eafily communicated to 
them. Let a Remembrance of this fix in 
us a Senſe of our Frailty, and of our Obli- 
gations, that We may endeavour to be uſe- 
ful to others, whilſt We live, and accepted 
0 thee when We die. Make us thankful 

. that 
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that We are not frequently vifited with theſe 
ſore Diſtempers, and make us induſtrious 
to adminiſter all the Aſſiſtance under theſe. 
afflictive Caſes, which We ſhould defire 
ourſelves, if We were in the like Condition, 
Have Mercy, we beſeech thee, on this thy 
Servant in this ſudden Alteration of his 
State, and perilous Progreſs of his Diſeaſe. 
Grant that He may ſafely paſs through it 
himſelf, and, if it ſeem good unto thee, grant 
that He may not be the Inſtrument of com- 
municating the like Degree of Danger to 
others. Preſerve his Underſtanding, relieve 
his Pains, ſupport his Spirits, and give him 
as ſafe and ſpeedy a Paſſage through bis 
Diſtemper, as the Nature of it will admit, 
and as thy Wiſdom ſhall ſee proper. And 
in the mean Time give him and us an entire 
Reſignation to thy bleſſed Will, and a ſin- 
cere Diſpoſition to improve every Event to 
thy Honour, and our own Salvation, through 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For a Family FR Woe Inoculation. 1. 


Leſſed Lord, who in Judgment haſt 


15 ſubjected our Bodies to many acute 
reafes, and in Mercy haſt afforded us 
many falutary Reede againſt them, by 


both to awaken in us a due Dependance on 
0 thee; 
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thee; We earneſtly deſire to improve in 
this our bounden Duty towards thee, and 
to conſider every human Help as an Inſtru- 

ment under thy Divine Direction. In this 
ſincere Belief and Perſuaſion, We preſume 
to implore thy Bleſſing on the Means which 
We are now uſing for the Preſervation of 
this Family from the uſual Perils attending 


one of the ſoreſt Diſeaſes to which our Na- 


ture is liable. We have adminiſtred the beſt 
Aſſiſtance, which a Senſe of Duty, and a 
Deſire of their Welfare could ſuggeſt, with 
a fincere Truſt in thy Providence and Hope 
in thy Mercy, and do devoutly ſue unto 
| thee for an happy Event of this Under- 
taking. Deliver hem, we beſeech thee, 
on all real Danger in their Paſſage through 
and if it ſeem good unto thee, preſerve 
2 from the A ppearance, and us from the 
Apprehenſion of it. Prepare us for this 
Mercy by an entire Reſignation to thy Will; 
Guard us both againſt Preſumption 60 Dil- 
truſt ; and grant that they and We may live 
to rejoyce together in our Succeſs, and to 
praiſe thy Holy Name for this with thy 
many other Bleſſings towards us. Above 
all, give us all a due Senſe of the Uſe of 
1 that our other Views, in our Endea- 
vours of preſerving it, may be ſubordinate 
to that which ought to be the great End of 


K 4 it. 
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it. Wöilſt therefore We recommend to thy 
particular Protection in heir Bodily Eſtate 


rboſe whoſe Health and Welfare do at this 
Time engage our more immediate Care and 
Thoughts, We beg likewiſe for the ſame 


favourable Mercy to their Souls ; that They 


may ſerve thee with their future Strength, 
may grow in Grace as they advance in Years, 
and may hereafter, by the faithful Diſcharge 
of their Duty, become uſeful both to rhem- 
ſelves and to the World. Theſe Mercies We 
preſume to aſk only for the Sake and through 
the Merits of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
A ” 


| BY For one that wants Sleep. 
0 O Almighty God, without whoſe daily 


Help We could no more continue in 

Being, than We could have come into it 
without thy Power; We defire to receive 
not only ſubmiſſively, but thankfully, even 


every Calamity, which reminds us of our 
Dependance on thy Providence, and calls 


us to the Acknowledgment of it and Appli- 
cation to it. In every Interruption of our 
* Health, or of the Means of preſerving or 

keſtoring it, We ſee the Importance of thoſe 
"Bleſſings, which by thy Bounty We enjoy 
"Eonftaritly, and are therefore apt too little 


to 


3, 
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to regard. By this Inſtance of our Biother's 
Suffetings We learn to diſtinguiſh and to 
value the Comfort of that natural Refreſh- 
ment, which is uſually afforded each Night 
to our wearied Limbs and Spirits. We de- 
ſire to compaſſionate his Want of this Com- 
fort, and to implore the Return of it for 
him, whoſe Strength is more waſted by hig 
Sickneſs than it would be by Labour, and 
who is now deprived of this Method of re- 
cruiting it, when his Caſe ſeems moſt to 
need it. Thou holdeſt his Eyes waking ; He 
16 ſo feeble that He cannot ſpeak his own Diſ- 
treſs, but muſt ſink under the Continuance 
of this Complaint, and be diſabled from all 
Acts of Duty as well as of Enjoyment. 
Accept our Devotion in our Deſire of ſpeak- 
ing for him. Bleſs our Prayers, which Thou 
ſeeſt proceed from our Hearts, and aſſiſt 
them that they may reach the Ears of thy 
Mercy. Grant him ſuch Reſt and Repoſe 
as may ſupport his Spirits, and reſtore his 
Strength, and bring him again both to a 


Capacity and Diſpoſition to praiſe and ſerve - 


thee his Maker and Preſerver. In the mean 


Time let not his Mind be reſtleſs, though 


his Body be fo, but let him endeavour to 
compole his Spirits, and bear his Affliction 
by a dutiful Submiſſion to thy Providence; 
and bleſs s Refignation, We beſeech thee, 

| with 


— 
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it. Whilſt therefore We recommend to thy 
particular Protection in their Bodily Eſtate 
rboſe whoſe Health and Welfare do at this 
Time engage our more immediate Care and 
Thoughts, We beg likewiſe for the ſame 
favourable Mercy to their Souls; that They 
may ſerve thee with their future Strength, 
may grow in Grace as they advance in Years, 
and may hereafter, by the faithful Diſcharge 
of their Duty, become uſeful both to rhem- 
ſelves and to the World. Theſe Mercies We 
preſume to aſk only for the Sake and through 
the Merits of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, | wy | W | 


— 


1 & 


For one that wants Sleep. 


FN Almighty God, without whoſe daily 
(Help We could no more continue in 
Being, than We could have come into it 
without thy Power; We deſire to receive 
not only ſubmiſſively, but thankfully, even 
every Calamity, w:.ich reminds us of our 
Dependance on thy Providence, and calls 
us to the Acknowledgment of it and Appli- 

cation to it, In every Interruption of our 

Health, or of the Means of preſerving or 

teſtoring it, We ſee the Importance of thoſe 

Bleſſipgs, which by thy Bounty We enjoy 

"Eonftanitly; and are therefore apt too little 

ir, | to 
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to regard. By th is Inſtance of our Bot bers 
' Suffetings We learn to diſtinguiſh and to 
value the Comfort of that natural Re freſh- 
ment, which is uſually afforded each Night 
to our wearied Limbs and Spirits. We de- 
ſire to compaſſionate his Want of this Com- 
fort, and to implore the Return of it for 


him, whoſe Strength is more waſted by his 


. Sickneſs than it would be by Labour, and 


who is now deprived of this Method of re- 


cruiting it, when his Caſe ſeems moſt to 
need it. Thou holdeſt his Eyes waking ; He 
is ſo feeble that He cannot ſpeak his own Diſ- 
treſs, but muſt fink under the Continuance 
of this Complaint, and be diſabled from all 
Acts of Duty as well as of Enjoyment. 


Accept our Devotion in our Deſire of ſpeak- _ 
ing for him, Bleſs our Prayers, which Thou 


ſeeſt proceed from our Hearts, and aſſiſt 
them that they may reach the Ears of thy 
Mercy. Grant him ſuch Reſt and Repoſe 
as may ſupport. his Spirits, and reſtore his 
Strength, and bring him again both to a 
Capacity and Diſpoſition to praiſe and ſerve 
thee his Maker and Preſerver. In the mean 
Time let not his Mind be reſtleſs, though 
bis Body be fo, but let him endeavour to 
compoſe his Spirits, and bear his Affliction 
by a dutiful Submiſſion to thy Providence ; 
and bleſs his Reſignation, We beſcech thee, 
with 
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with a Removal of this Trial of it. Grant 
lum a comfortable Reſt here, and bring him 


in thy good Time to eternal Reſt hereafter, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Por one that is in Danger through ercęſpve 
e ; | 


ccd, who ſeeſt and deſigneſt Events, 
\ JF which lie beyond the Reach of our 
Diſcernment, and often intendeſt Mercy, 
when We are moſt apprehenſive of thy 
avenging Judgment; pity, We beſeech 
thee, the Ignorance and pardon the Errors 
of our beſt-meant Services. Accept our 
Prayers for this thy Servant, who is fo 
little able to attend to them Himſelf, and 
grant that this deep Sleep, which We fear 
may ſignify or produce ill Effects, may prove 
indeed the Means of his Refreſhment and 
Recovery. Make us ſenſible in the mean 
Time of the Advantage attending h/s par- 
ticular Caſe, in that He is free from any 
acute Pains, and the many heavy Complaints 
which follow upon a Want of Reſt. An 
eaſy Departure, without Torture or Agony, 
is, We confeſs, very deſirable to our frail 
Nature. Yet if it ſeem good unto thee, 
defer, We pray thee, at this Time this 
Method of Mercy, and reſtore him to _ : 
an 
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| and to his Friends. Let not this Emblem 
| of Death lead to the real State itlelf, but 
awaken him to the Enjoyment of Life and 
to the Diſcharge of Duty. Let the Incapaci- 
ty of bis preſent Condition remind us now, 
and be the Means of reminding him here- 
© after, of the Neceſſity of devoting ourſelves 
to thee in the Time of Health and Strength, 
when We are ſound in Mind and Body; 
that We may at all Times be ſecure of thy 
Favour, and may be entitled to thy Mercy, 
even when We are not able to aſk it. Hear 
our Prayers for him, and hear the Prayers 
of our Friends for us, when our Diſtreſs 
ſhall need them, and their Charity ſhall 
offer them, in the Name and for the Sake 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For one whoſe Indiſpoſition is owing to the 22 
behaviour of Others. 3 


0 Gracious God, who calleſt us to thyſelf, 
and to a Dependance on thee, by many 
fore Afflictions as well as many undeſerved 
| Bleſſings, and permitteſt us not to chooſe 
the Kind or Method of our Trial; We 
deſire to reſign ourſelves in all Things tg 
thy wife Diſpoſal, that We may endeavour 
to render thoſe Events profitable to us, 
which are leaſt agreeable, Have Pity, We 
575 beſeech 


140 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick. 

beſeech thee, on this thy Servant, and grant 
him Support under Trouble and Deliverance 
from it. Comfort bim with this Reflection, 
that His Sorrows are not ſo much owing to 
his own Miſconduct as to that of Others 
and grant that a ſpeedy Amendment of 
thoſe, for whom and by whom He is afflicted, 
may contribute to is ſpeedy Recovery and 
Delight. As T hou art pleaſed to make the 
Miſbehaviour of thy Creatures inſtrumental 
to the Purpoſes of thy good Providence, aſſiſt 
us in making it inſtrumental to our own Im- 
provement; that We may more ſtrongly de- 
teſt that Iniquity, which is attended by ſuch 
unhappy Effects; and may more firmly re- 
ſolve on the Purſuit of Virtue as yielding 
a Satisfaction, which no Fault or Folly of 
Others can deprive us of. Grant that by theſe 
Reflections, and the wiſe and juſt Applica- 
tion of them, the Peace and Health of this 
thy Servant may be reſtored ; that his Mind 
may be compoſed and his Bodily Complaints 
relieved; and the Welfare of Both may be 
eſtabliſhed by Reſignation to thy Will, and 
Truſt in thy Favour. Grant, if it ſeem good 
unto thee, that He may live to fee an happy 
End of all his Troubles in this World; or at 
all Events bring him in thy good Time to a 
joyful Concluſion of them in the next, through 
the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. ” f 
Nr or 
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For one Og. Tndiſpofition is owing to o bis. own 
n | 


Gracious God, who in the Exerciſe 
O of thy Providence haſt not only ap- 
pointed Sorrow, and Trouble, and Sickneſs, 
and Death, to be the general Puniſhment 
of the Sins of Mankind, but doſt often en- 
able them to diſcern their particular Sin in 
their Sufferings, by making their very Trans- 
greſſions to be productive of immediate 
Calamities ; Grant, We beſeech thee, that 
this thy Servant may perceive and ac- 
knowledge this to be the Caſe of his preſent 
Affliction. Make him conſeſs with due Con- 
trition, that He miſtook the Path of Pleaſure 

and Comfort, when He deviated from thy 
Commandments; and make him apply to 
the only remaining Refuge and Support in 
an immediate and laſting Return to them. 
Give him the Grace and Goodneſs to ac- 
knowledge thy Mercy in this Diſpenſation 
of thy Juſtice, in awakening Him by theſe 
Sufferings, before it be too late, and making 
this temporal Puniſhment the Means of 
warning bim to avoid that which is eternal. 
Let the aggravated Diſtreſs which e 
in this Calamity, in the Pain itſelf, and in 
having been the Occaſion of bringing it on 
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bimſelf, remind him how infinitely more ſe- 
verely the ſame Reflection will torture thoſe, 
who are in the final State of Miſery with- 
out any Degree of Hope ; ' and make him 


reſolve to ſpend the Remainder of his Days 


in endeayouring to eſcape that dreadful Con- 
dition. Grant that the Hope of thy Favour 
may be the Motive, and a Regard to thy 
Will the Rule of every future Action of his 
Life; and raiſe him up again, We pray thee, 
to teſtify the Sincerity of his preſent good 
Reſolution by the Fruits of an holy and ex- 
emplary Life. Grant that He may expe- 
rience the Pleaſures of true Piety, as He has 
the Miſeries of Diſobedience; and that this 
happy Change may redound to thy Glory 
and his everlaſting Salvation, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. ON 


For one that is patient under Illneſs. 


FN God, who haſt taught us by the De- 
fects of our Nature, as well as by the 
Excellency of our Religion, to have Regard 
to Each Other, and to be concerned for the 
Welfare of our ſuffering Brethren ; We de- 
fire to expreſs our fincereſt Wiſhes and 
Prayers for the Recovery of this thy afflict- 


ed Servant. We feel not bis Afflictions with 


the leſs Concern, becauſe He expreſſes not 
5 vehe- 
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vehemently the Acuteneſs of them, but bears 
them with a dutiful Reſignation Himself. 
Bleſſed be thy Name that, in the Language 
of thy holy Word, He accepteth the Puniſb- 
ment of bis Iniquity, ſuſtaineth the Correc- 
tion due to his Offences with an holy and 
pious Reſolution, and is prepared to ſubmit 
to the farther Diſpenſations of thy bleſſed 
Will. We beſeech thee in Mercy to bring 
his preſent Trial to an happy and ſpeedy 
| Concluſion, and to continue thy Grace to 
bim, that He may preſerve the ſame Even- 
neſs of Temper in a more comfortable Sta- 
tion, and may be as moderate in Enjoyments 
as patient under Sufferings. Give us Grace 
to imitate the ſame Calmneſs and Reſigna- 
tion, whenever thy Providence ſhall call 
us to the ſame Trials, and let us quicken 
our Services and Endeavours on hrs Behalf, 
vrho ſo tenderly and gratefully receives them. 
Grant that his preſent Reſignation may pre- 
pare him for, and be attended by every other 
Virtue which Thou requireſt in him; and 
reward it, if it ſeem good unto thee, with 
a longer and more comfortable Continuance 
in this World; or with a Tranſlation to 
that happier State, where Patience will be 
no longer wanted; but where He ſhall en. 
joy uninterrupted Felicity in thy glorious 

Preſence, 
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Preſence, through the Merits and Media- 
tion of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For one that is fretful to Attendants 5 


Gracious God, who haſt taught us 


that We are in a State of Trial, and 


haſt proved it to us equally by the Uſe of the 


- Comforts which attend our Health, and of 


the Diſtreſſes which oppreſs us under Indiſ- 
poſition ; Give us Grace to ſhew our Senſe 
of this Doctrine by ſuch Behaviour under 
each of theſe Conditions, as is ſuitable to 
our Belief of this Probation. Make us, 
who enjoy Soundneſs and Strength of Body, 


thankful for thoſe Bleſſings, and temperate 


in the Enjoyment of them; and make this 
thy Servant, who is now afflicted with Sick- 
neſs, reſigned in his Condition and 
under his Sufferings. 
this is now the proper Trial and Expreſſion 
of bis Duty; that it is the principal Virtue, 
which i preſent Circumftances require; 
and almoſt the only one; which his grow- 
ing Infirmities permit him to practice. And 
ſince his Patience, though enjoined and 
accepted by thee, yet does not extend to 
thee ; ſince it cannot be profitable to his 


(God, as cannot but be ſo to himſelf and lit 


Friends 


patient g 
Cauſe bim to reflect 


Wy 
* * 


Friends, make him conſider his tender Con- 
duct towards them, as the proper Method 
of teſtifying bis dutiful Reſignation to thee. 
Make him thew his Contentment by an 
habitual Readineſs to comply with Directions, 
and to acknowledge the good 

© for bim. Let bis kind Acceptance of the 
= Endeavours of Aſſiſtance make the Labours 


and Services of this Sort leſs uncomfortable. 


Teach him to ſuppreſs the firſt Motions of 
E groundleſs Reſentment, to ſuſpect the Infir- 
mities of a painful Body, and wearied 
| Spirits, and gratefully to confeſs and apply 
| the friendly Offers of Attendance and Sup- 
port. Pardon every faulty Degree of Im- 
patience, which may have appeared in bim 
and diſpoſe and enable him to correct it for 
the future. Incline us likewiſe on our Part 
to make Allowances for Infirmities, which 
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* 4 
* 


Offices dne) 


We ſoon may feel; to be as unwilling to 


take as to give juſt Cauſe of Exception; that 


by mutual Charity and Tenderneſs We may 


relieve and lighten thoſe Sorrows. which We 


cannot prevent or remove. And accept, We 


beſeech thee, our ſincere and united Prayers 
lor thy Aſſiſtance in relieving and removing 
that Sickneſs, which now. occaſions them. 
Hear us, O Lord, for the Sake of our 
daviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


L | For 
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For one that is fearful of Death. 


O God, the Author of our Being and of 
our Faculties, who for wiſe and good 
Ends haſt implanted in our Nature a Deſire 


of Life, and haſt not left us without rati- 


onal Cauſes of the Terror of Death; Give 
us Grace to carry both to that Degree, and 
that only, which thy Providence intended, 
and thy gracious Revelation through Chriſt 
has allowed. Let Reſignation to thy wiſe 
Diſpoſal in all Events be our firſt Principle 
and Practice; Let our Improvement in 
Piety and Virtue cut off all Apprehenſions 
from thy Vengeance, and let the firm Belief 
and Expectation of thy gracious Promiſes in 
another Life, exalt our Hopes, and even 
lead us to look on the Exchange as highly 
deſireable. But if Nature prevails, and 
unavoidable Terrors preſs on us, if former 
Provocations and preſent Imperfections diſ- 
compoſe our Mind, and leſſen the Comfort 
of that glorious Proſpect; if Affection for 
the Perſons and Regard to the Welfare of 
Survivors tie down our Thoughts and Wiſhes 
to Continuance upon this Earth, pom 
then, We beſeech thee, each Fault, and 


pity each Infirmity in our Compoſition; which 
inclines us to any immoderate Fondneſs for 


this World. Suffer us not to contract 2 
| rea 


I 
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real Guilt in this Matter, nor to diſturb our- 
ſelves with that which is merely imaginary. 
Let us not be forwarded to cenſure others, 
nor even to blame ourſelves, for Fears of 
this Kind; leſt We miſtake Indiſpoſition for 
Diſobedience, and charge thoſe Apprehen- 
ſions as criminal, js, oe have much 
that is excuſable, and ſomewhat that is com- 
mendable in the Cauſe of them. Teach us 
to reject with Abhorrence every Inclination 
which would oppoſe itſelf to thy bleſſed 
Will, and to endeavour to riſe above and 
conquer all Deſires that would delay our 
beſt Happineſs, and if the Spirit be thus 
willing, We implore and hope for thy 


Mercy, though he Fleſb continue weak. 


Yet, if it ſeem good unto thee, Deliver us 
not only from the Fault but from the Un- 
eaſineſs attending too ſtrong a Fear of Death. 
In particular, We pray thee to relieve the 
Apprehenſions and ſupport the Spirits of 
this thy Servant. Give him an holy and 
entire Confidence in thy Goodneſs. Pardon 
lis Sins that Death may loſe its Sting; and 


When the rational Grounds of the Fear of 


it are removed, remove or abate thoſe 
which are merely natural. Make it his 
conſtant Care to be prepar ed for thy Mercy, 
whether in Life or Death, that He may 
neither deſpair of the one, nor tremble at . 
| 5 the 
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the other; but may reſign h1mſe/f with Com- 
poſure to thy Diſpoſal in a well-grounded 
Hope of final Happineſs, through the Merits 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
Saviour. 


For one that is i mpatient for Death, 


CY God, in whoſe Hands our Time is, 
and in whoſe Diſpoſal We ſhould wiſh 

it to be; Give us Grace in this, and in all 
other Particulars, to conform curſelves to 
thy Holy Will, and to choofe Life or Death, 
as Thou ſhalt ſee fit to chooſe it for us. 
Suffer not any Impatience to diſgrace our 
Faith or Virtue, or to prevent that Senſe of 
Duty, which Sufferings ſhould particularly 
inculcate. Give this thy Servant, whom 
Thou haſt called to partake of Sufferings, 2 
Degree of Reſignation ſuitable to the Con- 
dition in which Thou haſt placed him. Make 
him more ſolicitous that they may at length 
have a ſecure and happy End, than that the 
End be haſtned before the appointed Pur- 
poſes are anſwered, for which thy Provi- 
dence afflicted him. Make him remember 
that thy Mercy will not fail to proportion 
his Strength to his Trial; and direct in to 
look to the Author and Finiſher of his Faith, 
who was Himſelf made perfect through Suf- 


ferings, 
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ferings, and who will ſupport thoſe who 
© imitate his Pattern. Let the Thought of 
appearing at thy Tribunal after his Depar- 
ture hence, make him ſtand in Awe of that 
ſolemn Exchange, and defirous rather of 


© farther Time for better Preparation, than 


uneaſy to be removed from his preſent Sta- 
tion with His preſent imperfect Attainments. 
Teach him to ſerve thee by paſſive, if He 
cannot by active Virtue, and to ſhew by his 
Behaviour the Influence of thy rational Re- 
= ligion, beyond the Power of Philoſophy 
| or of Superſtition, Teach him to apply 
| himſelf to Devotion, to divert thereby His 
| Thoughts, alleviate his Pains, and make 

them the Means of preventing ſuch as will 
never end. Grant that a Truſt in thee may 
be his firm Support, and a Deſire of thy 
Promiſes His conſtant Aim, and that He 
may be content to wait for ſuch unmerited 
Rewards, till thy Mercy ſhall think fit to 
call him from hence, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


For one that has attempted to lay violent 
Hands upon bimſelſ. | 


() Almighty God, whoſe great Preroga- 
tive it is to kill and to make alive, who 
only haſt Authority to perform the former, 
R 
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and Power to effect the latter; Give us a 
juſt, that is, a deep and practical Senſe of 
this thy Right of Dominion over us, and 
this thy gracious Exerciſe of it; that both 
with Regard to the Enjoyment of Life, and 
the Continuance of it, We may reſign our. 
ſelves abſolutely to thy wiſe Diſpoſal. In 
particular, grant, we beſeech thee, this Senſe 
of Duty to thy Servant here preſent, whoſe 
fatal Miſcarriage We meet to deplore; and 
whoſe happy Deliverance from it We deſite 
to improve, Thou, O God, who art the 
God of Lite, art the Judge of Hearts, and 
alone knoweſt the Degree of Guilt, which 
has occaſioned an Action in itſelf ſo plainly 
repugnant to Nature, to Reaſon, and to thy 
gracious Revelation. If any latent Diſhelict 
of thy Providence has occaſioned this dread- 
ful Attempt upon h:mſelf, awaken him to the 
numberleis Proofs, which ſurround hm, 
of thy Creation and continual Preſervation 
of him. Convince him that in thee alone 
We live, and move, and have our Being, and 
that without thy conſtant Support We ſhould 
fall into our firſt Nothing. Or if an habi- 
tua] Neglect and Diſregard of thee, and 
of his Obligations to thee, have been the 
Means of leading him to this higheſt Act of 
Dilobedience, excite in him then a juſt 
Horror on the Review of his een 
nee an 
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and Danger, and of the fatal Progreſs of 
thoughtleſs Sin and, Wickedneſs. If the 
Violence of ungoverned Paſſions has over- 


ſet im, if Impatience under Misfortunes 


has led to this ſelf-deſtroying Scheme, as a 
Remedy and Refuge from them, contrary 
to his own better Judgment in his calmer 
Hours, let him now reflect on the Heinouſ- 
neſs of ſuch Impiety, ſuch a daring Offence 
againſt his own Belief of the Superintend- 
ance of thy Divine Majeſty. Teach him the 
Duty and the Deſireableneſs of ſubmitting 
himſelf” in all Things to thy holy Will, of 
bearing contentedly his preſent Troubles, of 
improving them to the Purpoſes of true 
Piety, and of leaving the End of them to 
thy Wiſdom and Mercy. Or if Diſtempei 
has occaſioned or heightned is Paſſions, if 
the Act of Violence intended againſt himſelf 
was wholly, or partly, the involuntary Effect 
of Frenzy, reſtore him then, we beſeech 
thee, to a ſounder State of Mind and Body ; 
and with the Return of his Health and Un- 
derſtanding, raiſe bim to an earneſt Senſe 
of his entire Dependance on thee for Pro- 


tection in this Life, and for every comfort- 


able Hope in the next. Give him Strength 
to bear his preſent Afflictions, and Piety to 


improve them, till Thou ſhalt think fit to 


remove them from bim, or him from them. 
| L 4 | Let 
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Let this very Thought of their ſhort Con- 
tinuance, and their 1 — Concluſion, ex- 
cite his thankful Devotion as well as patient 
Reſignation; and through thy infinite Mer- 
cy bring bim ſecurely, even after this peril- 
ous Step both to his Soul and Body, to ſin- 
cere Virtue during his Continuance in this 
State of bis Probation, and to everlaſting 
Happineſs after it, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For the ſame, if He be ſenſible of his Sin. 


Gracious God, by whoſe Mercy alone 
We are all Living, and by whoſe pe- 
culiar Mercy this thy Servant is {till able to 
offer up bis Praiſes and Supplications to 
thee ; Confirm, We beſeech thee, his preſent 
Senſe of this thy undeſerved Mercy towards 
him, and grant that He may ever retain 
a juſt Conviction and Remembrance of that 
which He now freely and humbly acknow- 
ledges, his Iniquity, and thy wonderful 
Preſervation of him. How near has He been, 
by bis own Act, to bis own final Ruin 
Had not thy upmerited Mercy inter 
He had now been involved. in Deſtrudion 
beyond Redemption, by Means of a Sin, 
which had cut off the Opportunity and 
eu 0 of pee -Hengthen.t the 
orrar 


* 
5 
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Horror and Cofitrition, which He now con- 
cCeeives on this Reflection, that it may en- 
| hance the Value of this farther Space of Im- 
ptovement, and may prove a Guard againſt 
that Indifference too prevailing among thoſe, 
who have never ſo heinouſly offended thee. 
Let his natural Deſire of Preſervation and 
Happineſs ſhew him the Degree of his for- 
mer Guilt, and be the Security of hig future 
Conduct. Let the Dictates of his Reaſon, 
as illuſtrating his Dependance on thy Power 
which made him, and the Duty of going 
through thoſe farther Services, for which 
Thou mayſt intend him, confirm his Reſo- 
lution of reſigning himſelf in every Inſtance 
to thy wiſe Diſpoſal, and of ſerving thee 
truly both in active and paſſive Virtues. Let 
the general Prohibition, in thy holy Word, 
of all Sorts of Murder, with the particular 
Precepts of Patience and Refignation under 
Misfortunes, as coming from thy providential 
Diſpoſition, touch his Heart with a fearful. 
Apprehenſion of his Sin and Danger in #is 
late Attempt on bis own Life. Let the 
Concern and Pain, which He ſees He has 
brought on Others, by this Offer of Vio- 
lence to himſelf, ſhew the greater Miſery that 
They had been involved in, if thy preven- 
ting Mercy had not at this Time ſaved him, 
and granted bim a farther Opportunity of 
1 repenting 
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repenting of his Sins, and teſtifying a ſincere 
Obedience. Grant that this may add to 
his Care for his own Welfare, and make 
| him more zealous to approve his Gratitude 
and Duty tc thee for thy gracious Deliver. 
ance, and his Regard to them for their 
thankful Acceptance of it. Give him Sin- 
cerity of Heart in his Expreſſions of Repen- 
tance for this, and all other his Offences ; 
and accept it for the Merits of bis Saviour, 
Make him to conſider his Life as now repea- 
tedly given, not only without His original 
Deſert, but againſt his expreſs Provocations ; 
and make him to dedicate it with a ſuitable 
Zeal to thy Service. Enable bim to bear 
the Shame which He has brought on 
himſelf, and any other Misfortunes which 
thy Providence may bring on him, with a 
Chriſtian Spirit; and make him deſirous 
to profeſs that thy Glory ſhall be his ſole 
Aim, and thy Will the fole Rule of bis 

Actions hereafter. . Teach bim to guard 
againſt Impatience as a principal Snare of 
the Tempter, and to ſuppreſs every With of 
being releaſed from his Troubles before the 
appointed Time of thy Providence. Enable 
him to convert the Temptation into an Ad- 
monition of preparing for that great Change; 
and aſſiſt him, We beſecch thee, in this 
Preparation by the Grace of thy Holy "nn, 

an 
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and through the Merits of thy Holy Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 5 | 


For one that is eminently good. 


Leſſed Lord, who haſt appointed Suf- 
B fering as the juſt Puniſhment of Sin, 
and haſt not exempted thy beſt Servants 
from all Share of that Suffering, as not being 
exempt from all Degree of Offence ; but 
chaſtiſeſt thoſe whom Thou loveſt, and ſcourgeſt 
thoſe whom Thou wilt receive, granting them 
hereby gracious Remembrances of their 
State and Duty; Give thy Grace to this 
thy Servant, whom Thou haſt now called 
to partake of thy Diſcipline. Whilſt He is 
conſcious that He deſerves whatever Thou 
inflicteſt here, permit him to remember 
with Satisfaction, that it has been his con- 
ſtant Care to guard againſt that heavy Ven- 
geance that Thou haſt threatened hereafter. 
Give him the Grace of Humility, and the 
Comfort of a good Conſcience, that through 
the Help of both He may continue to make 
even this Affliction the Means of improving 

his Virtues, correcting his Imperfections, 

har the Con his future Reward. Grant 
that the Concluſion of his Life, as well as 
the Courſe of it, may ſhine forth to thy 
Glory, to his Security, and to the Encou- 
ragement 
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ragement of all others, who aim at the 
right Path. Confirm his former good Pur. 
poles, and refreſh his Soul with the joyful 
Conſolation, that thoſe Purpoſes in the 
Time of Health and Strength have been im- 
proved into real good Deeds. Let the Proſpect 
of Reward be a preſent Joy to him, and the 
Remembrance of his Saviour's Promiſes re- 
mind bim of his ſecure though unmerited 
Title to everlaſting Bliſs. And may that 
Bliſs be his and our final Portion, for the 
Sake of the ſame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ! 


For one that is eminently wicked. 


ſhall Sinners, corrupt and miſerable, 

are to approach thee for the Pardon of 
their Sins; the leaſt of which are commits 
ted againſt thy infinite Majeſty and our own 
infinite Obligations | We are by Nature dif- 
poſed to Evil, and have heightened this 
Diſpoſition by a ready Compliance with 
many evil Suggeſtions and Temptations. 
And though the Hope of thy Mercy by the 
Light of Reaſon, and the Promiſe of it by 
thy Revelation through Chriſt, upon our 
ſincere Return to and Continuance in Obe- 
dience, have encouraged us to ſue for For- 
giveneſs in the appointed Method, and 1 

; | ' tru 


| Boa Lord, Juſt and Righteous, how 
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truſt in the Merits of our Saviour on the 
Condition of our own Righteouſneſs, yet 
with what Degree of Comfort can We now 
apply to thee for this our diſtreſſed Brother, 
who has ſo entirely neglected and fo repeat- 
= cdly violated that neceſſary Condition of 
Acceptance? His Offences have been of 
the worſt Kind and the higheſt Degree, vas» 
rious in Number and publick in the Nature 
of them; aggravated with many peculiar 
Circumſtances, and repeated againſt his own 
better Knowledge. We delire to look on 
them in the moſt charitable Light that Rea- 
ſon and Revelation will allow, but We 
know by that Inſtruction, that our Charity 
is beſt ſhewn in endeavouring to bring im 
to a due Senſe of the Heinouſneis of his 
Tranſgreſſions. Strike him, O Lord, with 
the deepeſt Degree ef Sorrow and Contrition 
that does not end in Deſpair, with the 
ſtrongeſt b HIS: againſt bis Sins that 
does not exclude all Hopes of Remedy. We 
know that no Offences are abſolute beyond 
the Reach of thy Mercy, and this is our- 
only Conſolation in his Caſe ; but We know 
that many prevent the Exerciſe of it, and 
that any will forfeit it, which are not 
followed by timely and true Repen- 
tance, O give him Repentance proportion- 
able to the great Degree of bis Wicked: : 
NEIS 
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neſs. Let his Mind be ever full of thoſe 
high and heinous Provocations of thy Divine 
Majeſty which He has been guilty of, and 
of thy aſtoniſhing Mercy in having hitherto 
reſpited his Puniſhment. We pray that the 
remaining Part of his Life may be ſpent in 
reverſing, and as far as in him lies, atoning 
for the former. Cauſe Him to remember, that 
as there is no Promiſe of Acceptance with- 
out actual Amendment, ſo no Amendment 
in his decaying Years can ballance the active 
Rebellion and Wickedneſs of his earlier 
Days, but that thy undeſerved Mercy through 
Chriſt is 7s only Refuge. Shouldſt Thou now 
turn thy Face from him, and reject his Sup- 
plications, We could not but acknowledge 
the Juſtice of thy Dealings; but for the 


Sake of the all-ſufficient Merits of thy Son, 


turn to him, We beſeech thee, and turn hin 
to thee : that Thou mayſt be glorified in 
the Converſion of ſo eminent a Sinner, and 


He may finally be ſecure of Salvation after 


the many Perils of it, which He has will- 
fully paſſed through. All this we aſk on 
the only Ground on which We can expect 


it, the meritorious Satisfaction of our Savi- 


our Jeſus Chriſt. 


Vr. 
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For one that is in Priſon for Debt. 


"A Righteous and Merciful God, who 
() haſt taught us to imitate thy moral 
Attributes, and to exerciſe Righteouſneſs and 
Mercy towards each other ; Grant that 
whether We want the Aſſiſtance of our 
Brethren, or are able to communicate it to 
them in their Wants, We may equally be 
diſpoſed to diſcharge our proper Part, and 
todo as We would equitably defire to be 
dealt with in the ſame Caſe. Have Pity, We 
beſeech thee, and cauſe us to have Pity, on 
the diſtreſſed State of this thy Servant ; 
whether his Miſbehaviour, or Misfortune, 
or Both may have brought him to it. Grant 
him Relief and Support under his Calamity ; 
and if Thou ſeeſt fit, a ſpeedy Deliverance 
from it. Prepare him for this Mercy by 
bringing him to a right State of Mind, ſuited 
to his preſent unhappy Condition, Make 
im look back on the Cauſes which have 
led to it, and give him a true Contrition of 
Heart, for every blameable Step on his own 
Part, which may have contributed to it. 
Grant that He may not here be farther cor- 
rupted, but may the more deteſt all Iniquity, 
the more He ſees of it. In particular, 
poſſeſs bim with a ſincere Love of Juſtice, 
24 * and 
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and a Defire of making the utmoſt SatiC- 
faction, that is poſſible, to thoſe whom his: 
Faults or Follies have injured ; or whom 
He may unavoidably or undefignedly have 
wronged. Subdue bis Reſentment againſt 

thoſe, who by ſuch ſevere Methods 1 5 
endeavoured to do themſelves Juſtice ; and 
grant that his preſent Sorrows may be in- 
ſtrumental to work in him a ſincere Re- 
pentance for his paſt Offences, and an ear- 
reſt Reſolution of future Piety and Obedi- 
ence. And when He is thus qualified for 
a better Uſe of Liberty, grant that He may 
find Favour with thoſe on whom his En- 
largement depends; that they may hearken 
to all reaſonable Propoſals, and being 
touched with a Senſe of his preſent Miſery, 
may be willing to releaſe him from it. 
And give him a grateful Senſe of the Good- 
neſs of thy Proyidenee in his Releaſe, and 
olf the beneficent Inſtruments of it; that 
Be may ſingerely reſolve, and may be en- 
alled to make good bis Reſolution, to ful- 
fil faithfully all future Obligations to God 
and Man. Hear us, We beſeech thee, far 


TE 
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Fir er that is in Prifn for a peed 


Mereiful God, who haſt taught us to 
look on each miſerable Perſon as af 
Means his Mifery is brought on him; and 
haft farther taught us to look on Guilt as in 
itſelf the greateſt of all Evils, We deſire to 
teftify our com aſfionate Regard to the 
diſtteſſed State of this our unhappy Brother. 
We pray that Hit preſent ſorrowful Condition 
may have a good Effect on the State of 513 
Mind, and may lead thereby to a comforta- 
ble Releaſe in this World, or to perfect 
Peace and Happineſs in the next. Grant 
that his own Conſcience, which is to him 
beyond the Force of all Witneſſes may work 
with him according to the Truth of bis 
(Caſe ; and may bring him to ſincere Re- 
pentance for that particular Iniquity laid 
to bis Charge, if He knows himſelf guilty 
of it; or if He be not, yet for the other Ini- 
quities and Seandals of his Life, which have 
brought him under this Imputation. Grant 
that He may receive bis preſent Sufferings as 
the juſt Reward of his general or particular 
Offences, and may improve them into Oc- 
caſions of Holy Reſolutions and fervent 
M Purpoſes 
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uxpoſes of Amendment. Raiſe in hin a 


true Reſentment and Indignation againſt all 


wilful Diſobedience to thee his Maker, and 
cauſe the Senſe of his paſt Errors and Wick= | 
edneſſes to be the ſtronger Guard againſt 
the preſent or future [Temptations to 7 
evil Practices. Make him decline all unne- 
ceſſary Occaſions of mixing in evil Society; 
or if that cannot be avoided, make him the 
more cautious and watchful againſt the ill 
Effects of it. Above all, grant that He may 
not add Sin to Sin ; that He may not be far- 
ther corrupted in this Place that He may 
not either learn or be confirmed in any wick- 
ed Practice by the Counſels or Patterns of 
thoſe with whom He is confined, But give 
him a ſincere Deſire to ſerve thee fot the 
Time to come, an open Reſolution to pro- 
feſs this Deſire againſt all Diſcouragements, 
and Strength of Heart to fulfil this Reſolu- 
tion, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, 
and through the Merits of Of He Son, 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


For Priſoners before or after Tri al. 
Almighty God, whoſe Nature is 10- 


finite, and Preſence univerſal, who. 
ſcelt theſe Scenes of Sin and Miſery, where 


diſobedient Creatures have reduced them- 


ſelves 


A 
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{elves to Diſtreſs, and by forfeiting thy Fa- 
vour have cut off the only Support of. all 
their Affliction ; Vouchſafe, We beſeech 
thee, to lend a gracious Ear to the Prayers, 
which even here We offer up to thy Divine - 
Majeſty ; and incline all thoſe who ſo much 
need thy Favour, in each Inſtance of thy 
forgiving Mercy, thy aſſiſting Grace, and 
thy protecting Care, to join with Sincerity 
and Fervency in theſe our Supplications. 
And though they be unworthy to offer up 
any Petitions to thy Divine Majeſty and Pu- 
rity, and are deſervedly puniſhed, becauſe 
they have finned againſt thee, yet if they pray 
ſincerely to thee, and confeſs thy Name, and 
turn from their Sin, when thou afiifteſt them, 
then hear thou from Heaven thy Dwelling- 
Place, and forgive the Sin of thy Servants, 
and of thy People, that thou mayſt teach them 
the good Way, wherein they ſhould walk. 
What Prayer and Supplication ſoever be made 
by any. Man, or by all thy People, which ſhall 
know every Man the Plague of his own Heart, 
and ſpread forth his Hands towards thee, then 
bear thou in Heaven thy Dwelling- Place, and 
forgive, and do, and give to every Man ac- 
cording to his Ways, whoſe Heart thou kpows+' 
t; (for thou, even thou only knoweſ> the 
Hearts of all the Children of Men) that they 
way fear thee all the Remainder of the Days 

55 M 2 _ "fat 
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that they live. Give them Fervency of De- 
votion Toitable to the Greatneſs of their 
Wants, and Integrity of Heart ſuitable to 
the Fervency of their Devotions. Con- 
vince them of the high Degree of their 


Sin and Danger, and teach them the Ne- 


ceſſity and the Method of true Repentance. 
Remove from them all Ignorance, Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Word; 

and after ſincere Sorrow for their paſt Of- 
ſences, bring them by Faith in our Saviour's 
Doctrines, and Obedience to his Precepts, 

to truſt in his Merits, and hope in his 
Mercy; that the preſent Scene of Wretched- 
neſs and Diſtreſs may not be the Earneſt of 
more ſevere and more laſting Sufferings, | 
but may prove the Means of amending their 
Hearts, correcting their Lives, and ſaving 


their Souls, through the Mediation of our 


only Advocate and Redeemer, Jeſus Chrift, 
thy Son, our Lord. 


For one that 1s condenned to dre. 


. Gracious God, who haſt ſet forth thy 
Son Jelus Chriſt to be a Propitiation 


for the Sins of all Mankind, and haſt not 


excluded any from the Covenant of Repen- 
tance, who defire with Sincerity to embrace 


ang apply it, We Ro! before thee in oo 
. "a 
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half of this thy Servant, who deſires to 
gonfels himſelf unworthy of thy Mercy, yet 
cannot bear the Thought of ruining himſelf 
for ever by abſolutely neglecting and de- 
ſpairing of it. O grant it to % on the 
Conditions declared in thy holy Word, and 
bring him to a true Senſe and Practice of 
E thoſe Conditions. Give him Sincerit 
his Confeſſions and Reſolations, that He 
may not deceive himſelf in this weighty Bu- 
ſineſs, nor miſtake a Fear of Puniſhment 
for a religious Concern for his paſt Iniqui- 
ties. A Proſpect of Danger 1s ever indeed 

a proper Occaſion of reviewing our Con- 
ſciences; but We pray that it may not at 
any Time in us, nor in him at this Time, 
be the ſole Motive to Repentance. He con- 
feſſes, O Lord, the Juſtice of thy Provi- 
dence in bringing his Offences to Light, 
and the Juſtice of the Nation in bringing 
them to exemplary Puniſhment. He ac- 
knowledges that not only temporal but 
eternal Death would be the juſt Reward of 
bis Deeds; but to thy Mency He flies with 
earneſt . Petitions, that though bis Body be 
brought to. Shame and Suffering, yet bis 
Soul may be Javed. in, the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus. 54 We beſeech thee, theſe his 
Fetitions, and grant that He may teſtify that 
Truth of Heart in them, which only can 

M 3 render 


166 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick, 
render-them acceptable to thee, by fulfilling 
to the utmoſt of his Power, whatever is re- 


quired of him in the ſhort Remainder of hi; 


Life. Convince him of the Neceſſity of 
making ſuch Reſtitution to particular Per- 
ſons, as the Nature of the Injuries that He 
has done, and of the Diſtreſſes that himſelf 


now ſuffers under, will permit. Excite hin 
to do Juſtice to the Pablick by revealing the 


Perſons and Methods uſed to wrong it; to 
caution. others by Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations, againſt the evil Courſes that He has 
run; and to pray that ht Example may be 
an effectual Warning to them againſt the 
fame Wickedneſs. Make him abhor himſelf 


for thoſe Practices, which have rendered 


bim diſpleaſing to thee, and let Him now en- 
deavour to cultivate thoſe pious Diſpoſitions, 


which muſt qualify him for thy Preſence. 


Teach bim to truſt in the Merits of that da- 
viour only, by whom alone We are allowed 
Acceſs to ther, and to conſider thoſe Merits 
as but opening the Way to his Pardon, on 
the Terms of his own Repentance and A- 


mendment. Make him thank ful for this 


Interval of Time to be employed for this 
Purpoſe, and for the Advantage of a ſound 
Mind and clear Vnderſtanding, which the 


Indiſpoſitions attending the Departure of 


Ochers, are not uſually favoured with. 
eite 2 Mf And, 
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And, O Thou, whoſe Mercy is the more 
magnified in the Forgiveneſs of great 
Sinners, when they return to thee, perfect, 
We beſeech thee, and accept | bis Repen- 
tance for the Sake of our "NOOR Oy 
Chriſt. A 


For one 45 4 the Fact for which He | 1 
condemned. F764 | 


Abu ank merciful God, who unde 

eſt the Heart and trieſt the Reins, 

to whom our moſt ſecret Actions are clear 
as the Light, and our very Thoughts are 
open and manifeſt ; Give: us Grace at all 


Times to live in Remembrance of theſe thy 
Attributes, and at this Time particularly 
to apply them in the Admonition of this our 
much diſtreſſed Brother. Thou knoweſt, 
Thou alone knoweſt his deep Diſſimul ation, 
or his real Innocence, and thereby knoweft 
whether bis: preſent» unhappy State he the 
juit Reward of that N ol Wickedneſs 
charged upon him, or providentially brought 
on him as a Correction of other Failures and 
Offences, and as a Means to his future Ac 
ceptance. Strike him, O Lord, with a juſt 
Horror of the Guilt of appearing before thi 
with: Hypocriſy in hea dale MfemmentiziienS' of 
dings to all 25 other Wickedneſs a falſa 
M4 Accuſation 
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Accuſation bf is on Accuſers and Judges, 


Grant that no falſe Shame, or other tem- 
poral Motive, may lead him to fo fatal and 
irreverſible an Ack of Wickedneſs, which 
cannot but end in the moſt dreadful Sentence 
from thy unerring Judgment. Make hin 
remember that no Art or Hypocriſy can 


conceal hi Offence, if real, from thy Know- 


ledge; that thy. Power is as irrefiſtible, and 
thy Juſtice as ſevere, as thy Knowledge i 
certain; and that Nothing but everlaſting 


Vengeance can be his fad and ſure Exped- 


tation, it He prevaricates in this Denial of the 


Transgreſſion; for which He is now doomed 
to die. But if thy all- diſcerning Eye diſtin- 
guiſhes and approves his Plea of Innocence; 

if Error in Judgment, or any worſe Prin- 
ciple in Others, have brought this heavy 
Calamity upon him, and have thus expoſed 
him to cauſleſs Shame. and Death, comfort 
then, We beſeech thee, bes. Heart, and ſup- 
port 7s Spirits in this great remaining Trial 
of bis Reſolution. Grant that this may be 
the only Puniſhment of all his other Offen- 
ces at any Time committed, which are 
*known to thee and his own Heart; and that 
this ignominious Concluſion of the preſent 


Life may lead to endleſs Comfort and Hap- 


pineſs in the next. Grant that bis preſent 
mae State ey be the Means of im- 
proving 


1 


Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick: 169 
proving his Virtue, and enhancing bis 


Reward ; and that He- may endeavour to 
think of the preſent Diſpenſation, as He 


will think of it, when it has been the 
Means of tranſlating % to thy glorious 


Preſence, Make bim willing to impute the 
Part, which Others have borne in it, to 


the beſt Motives, and ready to pardon the 


worſt z and let him look up to the Sufferings 
of that perfectly innocent Perſon, to which 
We owe all our Hopes of Pardon for the 
Sins which We have committed, and all 


our Hopes of Acceptance in our imperfect 


Endeavours of Reformation and Amend- 
ment. And give us Grace ſo to live as that 


We may not be afraid to die; that neither 
the Ignorance, nor the Malice of Others, 
may be able to remove us from hence to 
our Ruin; that our Peace with thee; and 


with our own. Conſciences, may be ſecured, 
however our Reputation in this World may 
be forfeited z and that final Happineſs and 


Glory may be our Portion * the Me- 


rits of our ien Jeſus Chriſt. 


„ 


* 
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Tor onethat is unknown, 


FN God, who haſt taught us in Chriſt to 

look on all Men as our Brethren, as 
Partakers of the fame Nature, and Heirs of 
the ſame Hopes with ourſelves, We deſire 
not to confine our Charity to thoſe of our 
own perſonal Acquaintance, but to extend it 
as far as thy Example and Precepts direct us 
to carry it. We defire to conſider every 
ſuffering Perſon as the proper Object of our 
Compaſſion, and Subject of our Prayers; 
and particularly We beg Leave to intercede 
for thy Mercy to this diſtreſſed © Brother, 
whom We know only by is Calamity. 
What particular Petitions 276 Neceſſities may 
require, thy infinite Knowledge and bis 
Conſcience only can diſtinguiſh ; but We 
preſume to aſk for ſuch as are proper to bis 
Caſe. We know We cannot err, whilſt 
We pray in general for Health for - bis 
Body, and Salvation for his Soul, and, for 
the Means which may contribute to 
both. Bleſs the Applications for his Recovery 
with Succeſs, and give him the Grace to 
attainto ſuch Repentance for his paſt Offences, 
as thou wilt accept. Confirm bis Piety; if 
He has been ſo happy as to make it #1 


habitual Care; or recover bim inſtantly 
to 
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to the Practice of it, if He has hitherto neg - 
lected it. Grant him farther Time to repent 
and amend; and grant that He may effec- 
tually apply it to that Purpoſe : and bri 
bim, and all of us, in the End to the Evjojl 
ment of thy Preſence, through the Merits 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Ta 


For one that is of a different Communion. - - 
Leſſed Lord, who haſt taught us not 
B to confine our Charity to thoſe of our 
own Communion, but to be ready to do 
good Offices to all of every Perſuaſion ; En- 
able us to give this practical Proof of our 
Sincerity in the Religion We profeſs, and 
thereby to recommend it to thoſe who dif- 
| ſent from us. Hear our Prayers for this 
our Brether in Diſtreſs, and grant him the 
ſame Support under it, and Deliverance from 
it, as We . ſhould deſire for ourſelves in the 
ſame diſtreſſed Condition. Let thy Aſſiſt- 
ance of him be ſpeedy and effectual, and let 
his Application to thee be ſincere and fer- 
vent. Grant him that true Repentance and 
Dedication of Heart to thy Service, which 
is neceſſary upon every Principle of true 
Belief. Give him the Grace to remember, 
and to act as one that does remember, that 
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thoſe Acts, which, Sickneſs particularly re- 
quires, are indiſputable Duties; and that 
this is a Time for Devotion, and not for Dil. 
putation,. Diſpaſe us all to unite in this 
Devotion, and to be inſtant in our Supplica- 
tions both for temporal and ſpiritual Mer- 
cies, not only to ourſelves, but to all our 


Fellow-Creatures, and particularly to this 
out afflicted Neighbour, Cleanſe him and 


us, We beſeech thee, from all our known 
and all our ſecret Faults; from thoſe which 


only our own Conſcience is privy to, and 


from thoſe which are ſecret to ourſelves as 
well as to others. Pardon our Errors, pity 
our Infirmities, and bring us all to Truth 


and Virtue. Let Heaven be our Aim, and 


Charity our Path; and whilſt We ſincerely 
deteſt, whatever We believe to be forbidden 
by thee, forgive, We earneſtly. entreat thee, 


all our Errors in the Enquiry, through the 
all-ſufficient Merits and n of our 


Saviour Jae, Shit. 


Bir one that 15 very Bra., 


Wett D who; haſt not only: given 
us the Faculty of. Reaſon; but the 
ig r Bleſſing of 8 by both to 
bring us to the Knowledge of thy Will and 


our 
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our Duty; Look down with Compaſſion on 
this unhappy Creature, who appears hitherto 
to have been inſenſible of the higheſt Privi- 
lege of his Nature, and the moſt important 
Concern of hrs Life. Convinee him of the: 
great Fault of hig paſt Neglect of fo many 
Means and Opportunities of Inſtruction, as 
Thou haſt bleſſed him with in this Nation. 
Awaken him to a Deſire of improving the 
little Remainder of his Life to a farther Ac- 
quaintance with what Thou haſt done for 
him, and what He ought to have done for 
himſelf. Make him ſenſible of hit many 
Tranſgreſſions againft thee his Maker; that 
He may ſee the Neceſſity of Repentance, 
and of ſome propitiatory Atonement” to be 
offered for his paſt Offences. Open #is 
Eyes, and foften his Heart, that He may 
diſcern and embrace him, whom Thou haſt 

ſet forth to be a Propitiation; even Je 
Chriſt; that He may knw' Him, and the 
Power of bis Reſurrection, and may learn 
that his Sufferings were deſigned to make 
Room for our Acceptance, upon our ſincere 
Reformation; not to juſtify or exeuſe us in 
the voluntary Ignorance or continued Vio- 
lation or Neglect of our Duty. Teach bim 
to acknowledge the Sacrifice of his Redeemex 
as the meritorious” Cauſe of all bis Hopes 
and to teſtify this Acknowledgment not in 
Words 
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Words only, but by a ſincere Converſion of 
Heart and Amendment of Conduct, as the 
only Condition of thoſe Hopes: and do 
Thou in Mercy, We beſeech thee, accept 
of his imperfect Knowledge of thee, and 
late Return to thee, for the Sake of the 
Lame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Fe one > that is negligent Ug hrutti on. 

Almighty God, who art thyſelf avs 
: perfect in Knowledge, and who haſt 

admitted us, the meaneſt of intelligent 
Creatures, to ſuch a Degree of it, as may 
excite in us a Deſire of more; Grant that 
we may at leaſt attain that uſeful Part, which 
may enable us to reverence thee, and to 
diſcharge our: own Duty, Our beſt At- 
tainments in this Life can ariſe to no more 
than this; but by this Thou haſt taught us 
that We may arrive at more perfect Wiſ- 
dom hereaſter. Grant that we may ſeek 
and acquire ſuch Improvements of our 
Underſtandings, as may be ſufficient 
ta direct our Wills, and warm our Affec- 
tions towards thee. Awaken this thy Ser- 
vant to a due Senſe of the Bleſſing afforded 
us in the Means of Inſtruction, and in the 
many Opportunities of reminding us of that, 
which it is of moſt Importance to vs ta 
4 5A know 
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know and to remember. Convince him of 
the Miſery of his preſent Condition, who is 
now to learn his Duty, when He ſhould; be 
practiſing it, and 18 in great Danger of being 
called out of Life, without having known 
or regarded the End for which He was ſent 
into it. Excite, We beſeech thee, bis At. 
tention, and open his Underſtanding to thoſe 
Truths, to the Confeſſion and Obedience of 
which alone Thou haſt given the Promiſe of 
Forgiveneſs and Acceptance. Bring him 
to the faithful Acknowledgment of and 
dutiful Submiſſion to Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
the only Fountain of © Hope, and in whom 
alone are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, Make him to know that the 
Son of God is come, and bath given us an Un. 
derſtanding that We may know him that is true; 
that We are in bim that is true, even in bis 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and that this is the true God, 
and eternal Life. Enable us to explain theſe 
Things. to 41s Capacity, and give im a 
Diſpoſition to learn and ta apply them in 
ſincere Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
Prolong his Days, that He may yet retrieve 
the Seaſon of Inſtruction, and amend bis: 
Heart that He may improve this Advantage; 
and bring him by true Faith and ſincere 
Obedience to thoſe intellectual Enjoyments; 
which hitherto He has not valued; and 
ay which 
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which cannot be ſufficiently valued, till they 
are happily experienced, through the Mercy 
and Merits of our only Saviour Jefus Chriſt, 


For one that is penitent. 


Lord, who in Mercy.” haſt already 

granted that, which ſhould have 
been the firſt and principal Subject of our 
Prayers, and haſt favoured this thy Servant 
with a due Senſe of his former Tranſgreſſions; 
Go on, We beſeech thee, to improve fuch 
Motions as thy own good Spirit hath begun. 
Confirms his Indignation againſt Sin, and 
heighten His ſorrowful Remembrance of his 
paſt Iniquities into more earneſt Refolutions 
againſt every wilful Repetition of them for 
the future.” Teach him to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt Infirmity of Body and Contrition 
of Soul; that He may not miſtake 63 
preſent Freedom from Allurements for a 
Sign of Piety ; but may ſtedfaſtly reſolve to 
prefer his Duty to thee beyond all Allure- 
ments; if Ee ſhould live to be tried again 
with them. Make him defirous of Life 
chiefly as an Opportunity of teſtifying the 
Sincerity of his Obedience; and touch hit 
Heart with fo true and deep a Senſe of the 
Importance of thy Favour, and of the 
Nothipgnefs of this World, that _ may 
[IS : evote 


Prayers Vor 7 2 if the di 2 1 „ 


devote himſelf wholly to thy Service, and ma 
be prepared for all After-Temptations, if it 
ſhould be thy Will that He ſhould be thus 
aſſaulted. Make bim careful not-to deceive 
himſelf; ſince He cannot deceive thee ; but 
form ſuch a Spirit in him in this Time of 


| Sickneſs, as may be able to endure in the 


Time of Health, or may be approved by 


| thee as ſincere, if this Sickneſs be appointed 


to be his laſt: that whether He lives, He 
may live unto thee, O Lord; or that whe- 


| ther He dies, He may die unto thee, O 


Lord; fo that living or dying He may be 


thine, through Jeſus Chriſt our ws Media 
tor and Redeemer, 2 


= or one that ; is 1 tent. 1 


Lord, who knoweſt our Hearts ant 
ſeeſt our Wants; Grant that We may 
know and fee them ourſelves, and may be- 
come ſenſible of the Miſery of our Condi- 
tion, of the Remedy that We need, and of 
the Method of obtaining it. We are all too 
indifferent in our moſt important Concern, 
but We cannot be fo indifferent as to ſee 
without Horror a miſerable Creature, haſt- 
ning to thy dread Tribunal without any 
Preparation for it, or any Appearance of 
Thought of it. Lord, awaken him befote 
N it 
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it be too late, before He feels the Severity 
of thy Vengeance, and diſcovers bis Sin and 
Folly by the ſad Effects of everlaſting Suf- 
ferings. Let our Concern for him rouſe hin 
to ſome Care for himſelf. Let thy Grace 
quicken the good Motion, and let bis Appli- 
cation to the Dictates of thy revealed Will 
ſhew him ſtill the Poſſibility of Repentance, 
and the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of it, 
Grant that the former Examples of thy 
Mercy to great Sinners upon their fincere 
Return, may excite bim to follow them, 
and to be hareaiive as eminent a Pattern of 
Contrition, as He has hitherto been of Dif- 
obedience. Grant that his preſent hopelch 
State may ſtill end in Holineſs and Happi- 
neſs, 6s that his future Amendment, ras | 
ther than is future Puniſhment, may warn 
others to forſake their evil Courſes. Great 
is his Danger, though little is his Appre- 
henſion of it; and great his Need of £4 
Mercy, thoug h He ſhews no Senſe of Ap- 
- plication for i. We pray for him, that He 


may learn the Importance of praying for 
himſelf : and We deſire to guard both bw 


and ourſelves from Deſpair. Preſerve vs 

from ever falling into hrs inſenſible State, 

and deliver him ſpeedily from it, _ 

the all-powerful Merits and Ince” 
our dnn nd n 


Br 
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Fur one that is indifferent. | 


#2 Almighty God, whoſe Favour is the 
only Foundation of our Hope, warm 
us with 2 lively Senſe of the Importance of 
our Duty to thee, and of thy Mercy to us. 
Teach us to look on Indifference in out 
ſpiritual Concerns as Madneſs, and Folly, 
and Wiokedneſs, In particular, impreſy 
this Sentiment on this thy Servant, whom 
Thou haſt called by Sickneſs to a more inti- 
mate Conſideration of theſe Things. Thou 
haſt happily freed bim from Prophaneneſs, 
or any avowed Diſregard to thee, or of bis 
Duty to thee, O lead him onto a juſt, that is, 
an earneſt Regard to the Means of Grace 
and Hope of Glory with which Thou haſt 
bleſſed us, Suffer him not to be ſo incon- 
lſtent as to believe theſe things, and yet to 
give up his Thoughts entirely to worldly 
Purſuits, and defeat bis Faith by a Neglect 
of that, which He cannot but know and 
confeſs, deſerves bis firſt and beſt Attention, 
Grant that the Infirmities of his Body may 
direct him to provide for the Security of ht 
Soul, and that the Uncertainty of big Con- 
tinuance in this Life may remind him of the 
Welfare of that Life, which will never end. 
Cauſe him to remember how ſoon bis other 
N 2 Cares 
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Cares muſt find a Period, and how ſoon the 
Care of his immortal Part will appear to by 
not only his chief but his only Concern, 
Inſpire him then with a Zeal ſujtable to the 
momentous Event depending, and let hjs 
Thoughts and Deſires be the ſame on thi 
Side the Grave, as they will ſpeedily be on 
the other. Lead us all to this wiſe and holy 
Temper of Mind, and confirm us in it, for 


the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fur one that ſeems not ſufficiently afßecfed. 
Fa. | Bleſſed Jeſus, who offeredſt up thy- | 


| | ſelf as a Sacrifice for our Sins, and 
diedſt to bring us within a Capacity of Par- 
don ; who, haſt not only propoſed this Par- 
don to us, but haſt invited us to accept of it, 
and haſt inſtituted Offices and Perſons to re- 
mind us of our Duty, and to aſſiſt us in dil- 
charging it; Give us Grace to ſet a Value 
on the Salvation of our Souls ſuitable to the 
Care, which thy wonderful Mercy has ta- 
ken to preſerve them. Teach us, from thy 
infinite Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs towards 
us, to think what Returns of Gratitude are 
due to thee; what Attention, and Zeal, 
and Watchfulneſs, are due to ourſelves. | 
Yet We confeſs, O gracious Saviour, our 
Contrition bears no Proportion to the Hei- 
| nouſnels 
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nouſneſs of our Offences ; our A pprehenſions 
are not ſuitable to our Danger; nor our 
holy Affections towards thee anſwerable in 
any Degree to our Obligations to thee 
Raiſe, We beſeech: thee, our earthly Hearts, 
and warm them with a better Senfe of our 
Duty, and with a more lively Apprehenfion 
of the infinite Importance of - thoſe Promiſes 
and Threatnings, with which Thou haſt 
enforced it. Call us all, and this thy Servant 
in particular, (through the Means of this 
afflicting Providence) to a ſerious View of the 
Greatneſs of our Provocations, and of the 
inconfiderable Degree of our Repentance 


for them. Touch bis Soul that He may be 


ſenſibly grieved at his own Unworthineſs, 
and paſt Unconcern for an Event, on which 

lis Welfare for Eternity is depending. Make 
him rather feel thy Terrors at preſent, than 
through Indifference fall into them here- 
after; and ſuffer him not to enjoy any Peace 
in himſelf, whilſt He continues in a State of 
Diſpleaſure with thee. Bring him by thy 
Diſcipline to a ſerious Senſe of his Guilt and 
Folly, and lead him thereby to an earneſt 
Reſolution of , devoting himſelf to thy future 
dervice; of regarding principally is ſpiri- 
tual and ſupreme Intereſt in every Under- 
taking and Action; and of making this the 
| N 3 As - 
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chief Comfort of his Life, that Fe may be 
prepared to leave it. Bleſs this his leading 
Deſign, We beſeech thee, with Succeſs, 
and all others, as they contribute to, or are 
conſiſtent with this; and lead hi by true 
and ſincere Holineſs to the Enjoyment of 
tbat perfect Happineſs purchaſed by thy 
Merits, and attainable only by thy gracious 
Interceſſion. 


For one that has delayed his Repentance, 7 


God, the Author of our Being, who 
haſt endued us with a natural Deſire 

of Immortality and Happineſs ; Give us the 
Senſe and Grace to.join thoſe Defires, and 
to fix our Hearts on no lower Purſuit than 
that of endleſs Felicity. Let not the vain 
Amuſements of this World divert our | 
Thoughts from the Cares of the next, nor 
interrupt our ſteady and uniform Prepara- | 
tion for it, Have Pity on this thy Servant, | 
| who has too long been totally engaged in 
the Affairs of this Life, and has neglected | 
che only Foundation of thy Favour and of 
his own Comfort, Grant him, We beſcech | 
thee, farther Time to repair this great Neg- 
lect; the Continuance of bis Underſtanding | 
to qualify him for bis Duty, the r 
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of thy Grace to enable him to do it, a better 

Piſpoſition to incline him to it, and farther 

Opportunities of teſtifying . his Sincerity by. 
that only real Proof, an holy Life. Caufe 

him to look back with Horror on the certain 
Deſtruction which He had been involved in, 
if He had been called out of Life in h:s for- 
mer careleſs Courſe of it; Cauſe bim te 
look with a juſt Apprehenſion on hrs pre- 
ſent Danger, if Thou in Juſtice ſhouldſt 
with-hold thy Mercy from him, and ſhouldſt 
deny him the Power, or the Seaſon of Re- 
pentance : and direct him to look forward 
o the only Ground of Hope by a fincere 
Reſolution of improving every Degree of 
Favour, which is indulged him, to the Pu- 
rification of his Heart and the Amendment 
of his Life. Grant that the Zeal of his 
future Piety may teſtify his Senſe of his paſt 
din and Folly; and that the Remembrance 
of this 518 Ingratitude and Diſobedience 
may keep him humble, and diligent, and 
perſevering in every Improvement. And 
teach us to ſhew our Compaſſion to him, 
and our Senſe of Duty to ourſelves, by en- 
couraging and imitating every Virtue in bim; 
looking on our Continuance in this tranſi- 
tory World as principally an Adyantage, by 
giving us an Opportunity of preparing for 
, 


184 Prayers for Viſitation of the Sick, 
tae next. Grant us Grace ſo to improve it, 
for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For one that is entering on it. Yr 


O Gracious God, We can offer no Motiye 
but thy own Goodneſs and Compaſſion, 
to excite thy Favour and Pity towards us; 
Yet truſting in that alone, We preſume to 
offer up our Petitions to thee, as knowing 
that Thou del;ghteſt not in the Death of a Sin- 
ner. Hear our Prayers, We befeech thee, 
in Behalf of this thy Servant, who deſires 
humbly to acknowledge his former Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt thee, to expreſs an earneſt 
and devout Senſe of, and Sorrow for them, 
and a ſincere and fervent Reſolution to for- 
fake them. Aſſiſt him in this great Work 
of Repentance, and grant him a due Uſe 
and Application of all his Faculties in this 
the moſt important Office in which they 
can be employed. Bleſs his Underſtanding 
with a true Knowledge of thy Laws, of the | 
Means of fulfilling them, and of the Me- 
thod of atoning for paſt Breaches of them. 
Aſſiſt his Memory in recolleQing his own | 
Tranſgreſſions againſt them, with all the 
ſeveral Aggravations of them. Purify is 
Will to an earneſt Deteſtation of nr | 
. 53 20 ence, 
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fence, and warm his Affections to a Degree 
of Earneſtneſs becoming the Greatneſs of 
thy Goodneſs and of his Iniquity. Let his 
Mouth expreſs duly his deep Senſe of bis 
own Vileneſs, and of thy undeſerved Mercy 
in admitting him to the Covenant of Repent- 
ance, and let his Heart feel the Sentiment 
which his Tongue utters. Make him abhor 
the Thought of any Attempt to deceive 
others in his Appearance of Penitence, and 
teach bim to guard. with due Apprehenfion 
againſt the greater Danger of deceiving h:m- 
ſelf in this weighty Matter. Let him be 
aſſured that Nothing can be acceptable to 
thee, but a Mind truly ſincere and pious, 
exerting itſelf in Acts ſuitably holy and righ- 
teous, And when He has attained to this 
juſt Notion and Practice of his Duty, accept 
it, We beſeech thee, for the Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, _ fe 


Re one that has made ſome Progreſs in it. 


Blefled Lord, who haſt cauſed this thy 
Servant to look into himſelf, and to 
diſcern his own wretched State and Con- 
dition; who haſt likewiſe given him a View 
of thy Mercy, and of the only Method of 
obtaining it through Chriſt; Enable him, 
We beſeech thee, to perfect the great Work 
which 
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which Thou haſt diſpoſed him to undertake; 
that all theſe preſent Aids and Advances to- 
wards Reformation may not prove theAggraya. 
tion of his future Tranſgreſſion and Ruin. Let 
not his preſent Zeal ever abate or grow cool; 
Grant that He may ever continue in the ſame 
. Diſpoſition of Mind, that a Senſe of his 
Iniquity and of thy Goodneſs has now fixed 
him in; and that the Sincerity of it may be 
better teſtified by the happy Effects of 
Righteouſneſs and Virtue in his whole Con- 
verſation. Suffer him not to place any 
Hopes in a bare Acknowledgment of bis 
Offences, but in a real Alteration of Man- 
ners. As Thou haft promiſed Acceptance 
to nothing leſs than a fincere and uniform 
Practice of Piety, let us never flatter ourſelves 
in the Strength of Promiſes and Reſo- 
lutions made in the Abſence of Temp» 
tations ; but rather prepare ourſelves to give 
ſure Proof of our entire Converſion to thee, ? 
by the Reſiſtance of actual Temptations, ? 
when they return upon us with their former 
Violence. Give thy Grace to this thy Servant 
to enter again on the Perils of the World with 
a due Senſe of his own Weakneſs ; to implore 
* continually thy aſſiſting Grace to ſupport him; 
in his beſt Proficiency to remember with Hu- 
mility and Contrition his former Lapſes; 
to conſider and acknowledge the 25855 
whic 
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which He daily experiences in his Endeavours 
of Improvement ; and at laſt to offer up hrs 
imperfect though ſincere Services to thy 
Acceptance, only through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 


For one that is under Temptation. 
Almighty God, whoſe Aſſiſtance We 
need in every Moment of our Lives, 
and more eſpecially in the Time of Trial and 
Temptation; Grant that We may know 
our Strength to be only in thee, that We 
may humbly fue to thee for it, and faith- 
fully apply it in the Reſiſtance of every in- 
ward Inclination, or outward Allurement, 
that is ſinful and difpleafing to thee. Hear 
our Prayers for this thy Servant, and hear 
his own in this Time of bis Trial; that Hs 
may zealouſly contend againſt the Aſſaults 
of hrs ſpiritual Adverfary, and that thy Grace 
may be ſufficient or him in this ſpiritual War- 
fare. Make him recollect that the Grounds, on 
which His holy Reſolutions were formed, are 
ſtill of the fame Force; that his preſent Exer- 
tion of them 1s the proper Probation of h:sSin=- 
cerity ; and that his future Triumph over theſe 
Aſſaults, will be acceptable to thee and com- 
fortable to himfelf. Teach him now to con- 
ſider, and to apply the Conſideration, that 
every Motive to Diſobedience is noother than 
a 
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a Motive to his own Ruin; and that any 
preſent Inſtance of Self-Denial in ſuch Caſes 
will lead to his on true and laſting Hap- 
pineſs. Suffer him not to do what He will 
certainly condemn himſelf for, when done, 
but enable him to diſcharge what his own 
Conſcience directs, and thy more important 
Sentence will approve and reward. As He has 
Time to recollect himſelf, and to ſummon 
the Motives of Reaſon and Revelation to hrs 
Succour, grant that He may not tranſgreſs 
with all theſe Advantages ; but may have 
Diſpoſition and Strength to withſtand any 
Difficulties, in Remembrance of thy Pro- 
tection and Hope of thy Favour. Give him, 
We beſeech thee, a deere Deſire to obey 
thee, and proſper his Endeavours; and bring 
bim ſafely through this hazardous State to 
an uniform Obedience to thy Will here, and 
to the happy Enjoyment of thy Mercy 
hereafter, through the Meri of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


Fer o one that has relapſed into Sin. 85 


5 God, whoſe Mercy RAN, 1s 
the Foundation of all our Prayers; Give 
us the Grace never to lay aſide the Hopes 
of it, whilſt Thou 900 the Continu- 
ance and Exerciſe of it. We implore Ly 
1 ee, this 
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this Time in the Behalf of this thy Servant, 
in whoſe Recovery to Forgiveneſs and Hap- 
pineſs it will ſtand moſt eminently diſplay- 
ed. He confeſſes himſelf unworthy of it, 
not only as every Sinner is ſo, but as his 
Tranſgreſſions have been attended with pecu- 
liar Aggravations, He has not only diſobeyed 
thy holy Laws, but He has. done it after a 
 Senſeand experimental Knowledge of their 

Value and Excellency. He had taſted. before 
the Sorrows of Sin, 4 the bitter Fruits of 
Diſobedience, and by thy gracious Com- 
paſſion had attained to a Senſe of his Folly, 
and to ſome Advance to a better Courſe of 
Life: yet after this Repentance, never in 
Reaſon to be repented of, He has ſhamefully 
fallen from bis Duty to thee and bis own ka A 
Reſolutions, and plunged again into the 
Depths of Wickedneſs and Ruin. And how 
| ſhall He now apply again to that Mercy, 
which He has thus abuſed, , and implore 
that Favour, which He 5% thus delibe- 
rately renounced ? The very Petition muſt 
bring bim to Shame, and in that Effect only 
can He find any Ground of Hope and 
Comfort. Grant that the bitter Re- 
membrance of this His paſt Folly and In- 
Sratitnde, may work 1 in in a deeper Reſo- 


lution 
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lution tocleave to thee with his whole Heart, 
and to guard the more carefully againſt 
thoſe Temptations, which have drawn him 
thus afide from bis own beſt Judgment, 
Grant that his future Couduct may be 
ſuch as becomes one that has Reaſon to diſ- 
truſt his own Strength, and that owes the 
Poflibility of thy Favour only to thy mar- 
vellous Goodneſs. As thou haſt not cut 
bum off in the fatal Scene of his Tranſgreſſi- 
ons againſt thee, direct him to look on the 
Time now aftorded, as an Opportunity of 
Amendment, and to interpret this Mercy 
as an Earneſt of, and Path to a greater. And 
in this Senſe of Things, and in ſuitable En- 
deavours to recover the Path of Virtue and 
thy protecting Favour, let him fix and per- 
ſevere without future Deviation, as long as 
Thou ſhalt. continue him in this Life; and 
at the Concluſion of it, receive him, We 
beſeech thee, to thy Mercy, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our only Saviour and Redeemer. 


For one that is defirons to receive the Sacra- 


4 God, who haſt given the Grace to this | 
thy Servant to underſtand and conſider 


the true and only Foundation of his Hope, 


and to ſecure his Pardon in the only coves 
dh nanted 
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nanted Method in which it is offered, by bis 
Deſire of partaking in the Sacrament of brs 
Saviour's Inſtitution ; Give him Grace like- 
wiſe, We befeech thee, to underſtand and 
practiſe aright the neceſſary Conditions of a 
ſalutary Participation of it; that He may 
neither diſhonour thee, nor deceive himſelf ; 
but may reap the Benefits intended by it 
and promiſed in it. Let him examine himſelf 
faithfully, and prepare himſelf truly, that fo 
He may eat of that Bread and drink of that 
Cup with Efficacy and Satisfaction. Teach 
him not merely by a formal Repetition of 
Expreſſions, but by a fincere Contrition of 
Heart, to devote h:me/f to thy Service, Make 
him abhor thoſe Offences, which brought 
bis Saviour to the Croſs, and reſolve himſe 
to crucify the Fleſh with all its finful Affec- 
tions and Luſts. Enable him to die to Sin, 
whilſt He 1s commemorating the Sufferings 
of Him, who died for Sin, and as He is here- 
by admitted to the Covenant of Repen= 
tance, ſuffer him not to expect Forgiveneſs 
on any other Terms. Grant that this Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Paſſion for every 
fincere Penitent may confirm his Purpoſe of 
becoming ſuch ; let thy Grace ſupport 5:8 
Endeavours ; and thus let 41s Participation 
of it both ſtrengthen and refreſh hjs Soul. 
Cauſe him to find Comfort in * 

ure 
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ſure Pledges of his Salvation on the ſuppo- 
ſed Sincerity of his Repentance ; grant that 
bis. After-Piety may confirm that Suppoſi. 
tion, and that final Glory may be the happy 
Conſequence, for the Sake and through the 
Merits of the ſame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fur onethat has hitherto neglected it. 


God, who haſt ſet forth thy Son as a 
_# Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World and haſt directed all Sinners to come 
to thee by him ; who, by the Mouth ofthe 
fame thy well-beloved Son, haſt appointed 
Memorials of this thy choſen Method of 
Mercy, and haſt as expreſsly enjoined all 
Penitents to partake of them, as to forbear 
all farther Immoralities ; Give, We beſeech 
thee, a due Senſe of the Importance of this 
Command to all who have not yet conſidered 
or obſerved it as they ought. In particular, 
awaken this thy Servant to a ſerious Concern 
and Contrition for this his great Neglect, 
and let him place it in the Number of thoſe 
heavy Sins, which require a diſtindt Con- 
feſſion, Repentance, and Amendment. 
Let bim reſolve on an entire Reformation 
in this as well as all other Particulars ; and 
let bis punctual Attendance on thy holy 
Ordinances hereafter teſtify is Conviction 4 | 
| tne 
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the Guilt of his former Neglect. Grant 
that his Readineſs, his Deſire, bis watchful 
Care to embrace every Opportunity of com- 
memorating his Saviour's Sufferings for him, 
may ſhew his true Knowledge of, and h:s 
grateful Regard for that Atonement, for the 
Sake of which alone He is to expect the 
Pardon of his paſt Sins, and the Acceptance 
of his future good Endeavours. And whilſt 
He is thus ſacramentally remembering 51s 
Saviour's Part in this Covenant of Grace, 
give him the Grace to remember and to ob- 
ſerve his own ; that That Holineſs of Life, 
which ought ever to diſtinguiſh a Commu- 
nicant, may ſhine forth in is Practice; that 
his Piety and Virtue may ſtrengthen and 
adorn each other ; and that He may have a 
ſure Refuge in this federal Mercy, on the 
only Condition on which it is promiſed, 
that of faithful and effectual Reformation. 
Hear us for the Merits of the ſame our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. tre 


Y For one that has juſt received TH 


CN Blefſed Lord, who haſt allowed us 
JJ Acceſs to thee by the Blood of thy 
Son, having reconciled the World to thyſelf 
by the Merit of his Sufferings, Grant that it 
may be the Buſineſs of our Life, and the 
| « eh DREAETE TS IMF + Q 9 (lle Com- 
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ſure Pledges of his Salvation on the ſuppo- 
ſed Sincerity of his Repentance ; grant that 
bis After-Piety may confirm that Suppoſi- 
tion, and that final Glory may be the 4 5 
Conſequence, for the Sake and through the 
Merits of the ſame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


sor one that has bitberto ed it. 


O who haſt ſet forth thy Son as a 
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World and haſt directed all Sinners to come 
to thee by him; who, by the Mouth of the 
ſame thy well-beloved don, haſt appointed 
Memorials of this thy choſen Method of 
Mercy, and haſt as expreſsly enjoined all 
Penitents to partake of them, as to forbear 
all farther Immoralities ; Give, We beſeech 
thee, a due Senſe of the Importance of this 
Command to all who have not yet conſidered 
or obſerved it as they ought, In particular, 
awaken this thy Servant to a ſerious Concern 
and Contrition for this his great Neglect, 
and let him place it in the Number of thoſe 
heavy Sins, which require a diſtin Con- 
feſſion, Repentance, and Amendment. 
Let bim reſolve on an entire Reformation 
in this as well as all other Particulars; and 
let his punctual Attendance on thy holy 
nn hereafter teſtity is Conviction # 
the 
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the Guilt of his former Ne glect. Grant 
that his Readineſs, his Defire, his watchful 
Care to 809 every Gppertunity of com- 
memorating his Saviour's Sufferings ſor bim, 
may ſhew his true Knowledge of, and his 
grateful Regard for that Atonement, for the 
Sake of which alone He is to expe& the 
Pardon of his paſt Sins, and the Acceptance 
of his future good Endeavours. And whilſt | 


He is thus facramentally remembering his 


Saviour's Part in this Covenant of Grace, 
give him the Grace to remember and to ob- 
ſerve his own ; that That Holineſs of Life, 
which ought ever to diſtinguiſh a Commu- 
nicant, may ſhine forth in s Practice; that 
bis Piety and Virtue may Rrengthen and 
adorn each other ; and that He may have a 
ſure Refuge in this federal Mercy, on the 
only Condition on which it is promiſed, 

that of faithful and effectual Reformation. 
Hear us for the Merits of the ſame our Sar | 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For one that has juſt received TH 


Bleſſed Lord, who haſt allowed us 

Acceſz to thee by the Blood of thy 
Son” having reconciled the World to thy ofelf 
by the Merit of his Sufferings, Grant that! it 
maß be the Buſineſs of our Life, and the 
| 9 — Mt F Com- 
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Comfort of our Death, to ſecure the Bene. 


fits of that Reconciliation. Improve, We 
beſeech thee, this Deſire and Care in this 


* 
1 


. ' # i IN een f 2 an* : \ — 0 bk + & 
thy Servant, who has teſtified his Hope of 


thy Mercy, and his Senſe of the Manner in 


which alone it 1s to be expected , by apply- 
ing to himſelf the Memorials of his Saviours 


"Paſſion for him, in the Sacrament appointed 
for that Purpoſe. Give him Grace to con- 


ſider this his Participation of the Holy Sa- 
crament, not as a ſingle and ſufficient Act 
of Duty, but as an Expreſſion of his Repent- 


ance for paſt Sins, of a conſtant and livel 


Faith in thy Mercy through Chriſt, and of a 


firm and ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of leading here- | 
after a good and religious Life. And grant 


th at He may reap the Comfor l and true Ad- 


vantage of it, by conſidering it not as an ab- 


ſolute and unconditional Title to Pardon and 
Happineſs, but as a Declaration of his Ac- 


ceptance according to the Truth and Since- 
rity of his Contrition and Amendment; and 
a Confirmation to him of thoſe Promiſes of 
Grace and Favour, which are offered to all, 


who truly ſeek it in thy holy Ordinances, 
Direct the due Apprehenſion of theſe Pri- 


vileges and theſe Conditions to quicken. 5 


Gratitude, 4;s Devotion, bis ſincere Deſite 
of becoming in all Things a true Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Grant that the Vows, which 


He 
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He has offered to thee on this Occaſion, 
may never be forgotten by Him, but may be 
faithfully retained both in his Memory and 
in His Heart, and may ſhew themſelves in 
bis Life and Converſation, Let the Remem- 
brance of his Breach of former Vows, whe- 
ther of His original one at Baptiſm, or of 
thoſe deliberate ones ſince formed and ex- 
preſſed in private Devotions, or publick 
Adminiſtrations of religious Offices, quicken 
his preſent Care and Caution, and make 
him the more diligent to uſe and to improve 
every future Opportunity of devoting Him- 
ſelf to thee, and of teſtifying an uniform and 
conſiſtent Courſe of Obedience to thy Pre- 
cepts. And accept, We beſeech thee, his 
imperfe& Services for the Sake of thoſe 
Sufferings of his Bleſſed Saviour, which He 
has ſo lately commemorated in the Form of 
his own Inſtitution.” Hear us at all Times, 
and in all our Prayers, for the Sake of our 
| WY Saviour Jeſus Chriſte. & 


a For one that is inclinable to Preſumption. 
; Almighty God, who of thy undeſer- 
. ved "Goodneſs and Compaſſion haſt 


c © promiled Forgivenels to repenting Sinners; 
Qualify us, We humbly beſeech thee, by 
true Repentance to partake of that gracious 

0 2 Promiſe. 
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Promiſe. To enforce that Repentance, 
make us ever mindful in what Capacity We 
muſt receive thy Favour ; that the Beſt of 
us are no better than Sine and that We 
owe our Pardon to thy Mercy, not to our 
Merit. We confeſs, O Lord, We have 
nothing properly our own, but Sin and 
Miſery; and enjoy nothing valuable in us, 
or deſirable to us, but by thy free Gift. We 
cannot do Good but by 2 8. nor avoid 
Suffering but by thy Providence. Convince 
and remind us all and this thy Servant in 
particular, of this great Truth, that We 
ſubſiſt by thy Mercy, and do equally both 
in our temporal and ſpiritual Concerns, need 
thy gracious and continual Protection. Give 
us the Senſe and Grace to reflect, that We 
muſt expect and apply for Acceptance ini 
that Method only, in which Thou haſt been 
pleaſed to offer it; and that if We found 
our Hopes on any thing but the Goſpel- 
Terms, We ſhall certainly fail of them. 
Above all, ſuffer us not to deceive ourſelves 
with too light a Notion of the Conditions 
of Salvation in themſelves, or of our ſuff 
cient Diſcharge of them. Make us ſenſibl 
that it is both more eaſy and more danger 
ous to think too well of ourſelves than toc 
ill; and that the Doctrines and Precepts 0 
| thy Revelation prokib nothing more — 
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ly than Self-Eſteem and Self. ſufficiency. 
Mortify therefore in us, We pray thee, and 
enable us to mortify in ourſelves, every aſ- 
piring and preſumptuous Thought, as found- 
ed on nothing within us, and defeating eve- 
ry Aſſiſtance from without. Make us to 
think and know that We are /eſs than the 
leaſt of thy Merciesz that We fail too often 
in known Inſtances of Duty; and that at 
the beſt We are but unprofitable Servants. 
Guard us againſt the Deceitfulneſs of our 
own Hearts, that We may neither miſtake 
in the Reality, nor in the Value of our Per- 
formances; but that We may work out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling, Whilſt 
| We aim at doing much, make us know that 
We can do but little; and that our only 
Hope is in preſenting with Humility our 
imperfect Services to thy Acceptance, thro' 
the Merits and Mediation of thy Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For one that is inclinable to Deſpair. 


Merciful God, who haſt not only made 
a general Proviſion for the future Sal- 
vation and .preſent Comfort of Mankind, 
but haſt adapted Remedies and Aſſiſtances 
for the particular. Wants, and Stations, and 
Tempers of each Believer, Give the Grace 
3 to 
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to this thy Servant, who is terrified with the 
Senſe of thy Juſtice, and trembles under the 
Fear of thy Diſpleaſure, to apply with ra- 
tional Satisfaction thoſe gracious! Promiſes} 
which are ſuited to his Caſe,” and were in- 
tended to refreſh the Hearts and ſupport the 
Spirits of ſuch devout and afflicted Penitents, | 
Confirm his vehement Indignation againſt 
Sin, and hs juſt Reſentment againſtibrmſelf 
for his former wilful Provocations of thine] 
Anger; but ſuffer not theſe to proceed far- 
ther than to direct him to thy Mercy as the 
only Foundation of Hope, and to ſincere] 
Obedience as the only Condition of it. Make 
him ſenſible that when thy Threatnings have 
driven im to true Repentance, they have 
had their proper Effect; and that then it is 
Time to make Application to, and to reap 
Comfort from thy merciful Promiſes. Grant 
that theſe may appear to him in their trut 
Light and their full Force; and if He has 
entertained any Diſtruſt of thy Mercy that | 
is inconſiſtent with theſe, pardon his — , 
We beſcech thee, and remove it. For the 
Sake of thy Glory, and of his Duty and Con- 
fort, let his Efteem of thy Goodneſs: be.as | 
extenſive as poſtible, whilft it excludes: Se- 
curity in Impenitence, and is only made to 
encourage Amendment: and to this End 
en able Him to judge _ of the Cauſe of 
his 
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ne e Doubts and continuing Anxieties. If they 


proceed from any Conſciouſneſs of any re- 
maining evil Paſſion or Practice, let them 
abide with bim, till they have wrought a 
thorough and compleat Reformation ; but 
if his Heart acquit him of any wilful Conti- 
F nuance in any known Sin, if his Apprehen- 
ons ariſe from too limited a Notion: of the 


Extent of thy Mercy, or from any, Bodily 
Indiſpoſition, or from a Snare of the com- 
mon Enemy of Mankind, deliver him, We 
beſeech thee, from the Error and the Effect 
of it; and direct him to the right Uſe of 
thoſe Texts in thy Holy Word, which both 
promiſe and enjoin Satisfaction and Rejoy- 
cing in the genuine Fruits of thy Holy Spi- 
rit. Thy bleſſed Goſpel is the only Reme- 
dy againſt Deſpair, the only Security of our 
Acceptance upon our Return to thee, 0 
let us not diſhonour thee, or afflict ourſelves, 
by perverting it to a different Purpoſe ; but 
grant that We may make the Diſcharge of 
our Duty to be, what it ought to be, the 
chief Comfort and Support of our Life. 
Bleſs us all, and bleſs this thy Servant par- 
ticularly, with a chearful Senſe of the Value 
of a good Life, that no melancholy Thoughts 
may divert us from it ; but that We may, 
by thy gracious Permiſſion and Direction, 
come boldly to the Thrane of thy Grace, that 
be Rs 
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Me 'may obtain Mercy and find Grace to bel 
in Time of Need. Accept our Petitions now 
and at all Times, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Por one that is in a State of Deſperation,” 


2 Merciful God, who in thy holy Word 
bhaſt aſſured us, that Thou would} 
have all Men to be Javed, and to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth; Give thy Grace to 
this thy Servant to find Comfort in this 
gracious Aſſurance, to ſee that He is not ſhut 
cut from Mercy, and to underſtand rightly 
and, perform faithfully the Terms of Ac- 
ceptance. Grant that He may not diſhonout 
thee, and ruin himſelf, by perverting the 
Doctrines, and contradicting the Precepts 
and * Promiſes of thy. Goſpel, Make him 
ſenſible that Forgiveneſs is offered to' all 
without Exception, who ate willing to em- 
brace and diſcharge the Conditions of it; and 
that'h:5 Saviour died for this End, that He 
" might have Mercy upon all. Convince him 
of the great Sin and Error of excluding hin- 
ſelf from all Hopes of Pardon for ſuch Cauſes 
as Thou haſt graciouſly declared ' will not 
exclude him; and make him more ready to 
condemn this fatal Offence of Deſpair, than 
All thoſe T'ranſgreſſions, which ant tics 
SHE EY in 


bim more ſenſible of the Neceſſity of applying 
to the Throne of thy Grace. And ſince He 
feels ſeverely the Torment of this Error, 
diſpoſe him to diſcern its Sinfulneſs, and to 
hearken to the proper Remedies for the 
Removal of it. Above all, guard him, We 
beſeech thee, from the Neglect of the Means 
of Grace and Amend ment, as if they were 
no farther uſeful. Preſerve bim from all 
Temptation to Self-Deſtruction, and either 
remove the Suggeſtion, or enable him to 
withſtand it. Keep him in the Obſervance of 
every Duty injoined ; Continue him in the Uſe 
of the Ordinances of the Goſpel z and though 
He feels no preſent Comfort in them, yet 
grant him Perſeverance, in Hopes at laſt of 
finding the Bleſſings and Adyantages ofthem. 
Let thy Grace be ſufficient for bim in all 

Trials and Diſtreſſes; and bring him, We 
humbly entreat thee, from this diſconſolate 
Condition, to rejoyce in the better Know- 
ledge and Practice of his Duty here, and to 
be for ever happy in the Fruition of thy 
glorious Preſence hereafter, through the 
Merits and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 
Shri. een A e HAV: 


* 
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For one that i is Ime-ſpirited. 


Gentle God, whe haſt made us ae 
ly for another Life, and haſt taught 
us by the very Frame of our Conſtitution to 
undetſtand ſome what of it; Grant that We 
may make the true Uſe of every Infirmity 
of our Nature, as well as of every Diſpen- 
fation of thy Providence. Thou haſt ſnewa 
us how intenſely We are capable of being 
puniſhed without any inſtrumental Pain of 
our Bodies, or any of thoſe worldly Sorrows 
and Troubles, which are the more uſual Oc- 
cafions of Grief, Thou haſt ſhewn-us, in 
a lower Degree, how ſeverely the Mind alone 
may be afflicted, when not affiſted by and 
refreſhed with thy particular Comforts, who 
art the Father of Spirits. Deliver us, We 
| beſeech thee, from all cauſeleſs Dejection 
of Mind, and yet more eſpecially from all 
ſuch as is cauſed by voluntary Franſgreſſion. 
Have Mercy upon this thy Servant, and re- 
move from im his preſent Trouble of Spirits, 
or ſupport him under it. If any latent. Diſ- 
_ eaſe occaſion it, prevent, We pray thee, its 
Progreſs, and reſtore His Health and Chear- 
fulneſs ; if any real Ground of Affliftion 
affect him, give him the Grace to apply the 


proper Remedy, whether of Repentance 
from 
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from Sin, or of Prudence and Patience un- 
der ſuch Troubles as may befal him; and 
bleſs him alſo with the Return of outward 
Comforts and inward Peace of Mind. Or 
if no viſible Cauſe, either natural or rational, 
diſturb bis Soul, if this Depreſſion of Spirits. 
be no more han one of the various Trials: 
of thy wiſe Providence for the Probation of 
Mankind, Enable him then to bear it, till 
the gracious End of this Affliction is anſwer= 
ed; refreſh him with Intervals of conſcien- 
tious Comfort, and bring theſe forrowful 
Apprehenſions to a glorious Concluſion. 
And lead him and us hereby to the Remem- 
brance of that happy Time, when our Minds 
ſhall be ever active and joyous, and by their 
nearer and better Knowledge and Enjoy- 
ment of thee, ſhall be filled with real and 
never-failing Satisfaction, through the Me» 
rits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Por one that is troubled; in Mind. 


God, che Creator and Judge of Vs 
by whoſe Wiſdom We are fearfully 


6 15 


and wonderfully made, and by whole Juſtice 
We ſhall be finally and equitably ſentenced ;\ 
Look down with Compaſſion on the Work 
of thy Hands, and regard thoſe Diſtreſſes, 
which thy all- wiſe Providence has permitted. 
More 
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More eſpecially, We beſeech thee, to com- 
paſſionate thoſe Diſtreſſes of the Mind, which 
We are leaſt able to bear, and which, againſt 
our on Inclination, diſqualify us for the 
comfortable Diſcharge of our Duty to thee. 
Particularly We 1mplore thy tender Regard 
to this thy Servant, who is afflicted with 
Fears and Doubts, and evil Thoughts, which 
He cannot help, with prophane Imagina- 
tions which He would deſire to avoid. En- 
able h:m either to avoid them entirely, or to 
conſider them as his Misfortune and not as 
his Fault. Remove all real Burdens from 
Eis Conſcience by a fincere and effectual 
Repentance, and help him by a true Faith in 
thee to clear up theſe imaginary ones, or at 
leaſt to ſupport them like other Calamities. 
Suffer them not to leſſen his Truſt in thee, 
nor his earneſt Deſire to pleaſe and obey 
thee; and grant that his Uneaſineſs and Hor- 
ror at theſe wild Conceptions may convince 
him that He is not wilfully conſenting to 
them, nor will therefore be accountable for 
them. Let thy gracious Promiſes, which 
amidſt the Confuſion of bis Thoughts He is 
ſtill eapable of underſtanding and applying, 
refreſh his Soul, and ſatisfy bis Reaſon, that 
bis State is not the leſs ſecure, though it be 
the leſs comfortable for theſe groundleſs and 


ded Wandrings of bis Mind, Let, if 
N * 
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it ſeem good unto.: thee, deliver him, We 
beſeech thee, from any farther Tae and 
Oppreſſions of this Kind. Keep his 
Mind as well as his Conſcience lows: that 
He may purſue his Duty with the greater 
Comfort, and may enjoy the Foretaſte of 
Heaven here, as well as the ſecure Poſſeſſion 
of it hereafter. May this be hrs and our final 
Portion for the Sake or! our TEE ous 
Chriſt. 


For one that i 2 * Hed « W1 3th wi T len 


| 0 Lord, who knowelt whereof We 95 
made, and how far our Souls and 
Bodies, through their intimate Union, are 
capable of affecting each other; grant, We 
beſeech thee, that We may learn to apply 
this Conſideration to our Comfort, and to 
thy Honour. Suffer not the Iadiſpoſition 
of our Fleſh ſo far to affect the Spirit, as to 
diſcompoſe us for the Enjoyment of Life, 
or the Diſcharge of Duty; and let us not 
miſtake that for Guilt, which thy Providence 
intended but for Trial. Give this thy 
Servant, who is now under this Trial, — 
ſufficient to bear hit Affliction, and to un- 
derſtand it to be, if We rightly apprebend 
it ſo to be, a bodily Indiſpoſition, and not a 
dreadful Effect of extraordinary Sin r 
particalar 
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particular Puniſhment. He is troubled with 
Thoughts rather wild than wicked, and ſuch 
as the moſt prophane Perſon in his Senſes 
would not, could not entertain. Vet He is 
troubled leſt they ſhould be offenſive to thee 
and criminal in him, and fears to forfeit th 
_ «preſent Favour and his future Bliſs by them. 
Raiſe from hence ſome Conſolation to him, 
in that He would not willingly offend thee, 
and enable him to turn from theſe gloomy 
Thoughts to more rational and ſolid Re- 
flections. Make him look back with Com- 
fort on his former Deſire to pleaſe thee, and 
on the Continuance of that Deſire in this 
his melancholy Situation. His Conſcience 
charges him not with any known, wilful, 
repeated Violations of Duty, that He has 
not made the Matter of ſincere Repentance. 
Let him obſerve then with Satisfaction, that 
| where Reaſon and Scripture are heard, there 
is Foundation for Joy, and that his Terror 
lies only in groundleſs, - unmeaning, and 
abſurd Imaginations. Diſpoſe him therefore 
to conſider his Caſe as Diſtemper, and 
not as Wickedneſs; Diſpoſe him to hearken 
to proper Advice for it, and give a Bleffing, 
We pray thee, to the Applicatons for is Re- 
covery. Heal the Infirmities both of hs Soul 
and Body ; remove the Clouds which at pre- 
ent darken his SAGE} give um the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of Power, and of Love, and of a ſound 
Mind, and confirm in every State his Dif- 
poſition to Piety. Reſtore him to the 
undiſturbed Uſe of Reaſon, and the unin- 
terrupted Improvement of it in Holineſs; and 

bring him thereby in the End to perfect 
Happineſs, through the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour. „ n 


For one that is full of Doubts and Seruples. 


Fa Almighty God, who haſt bleſſed us 
\ with the Revelation of thy holy 
Word, to direct us in the Knowledge and 
Practice of our Duty, to ſecure us from 
Ignorance and preſerve us from Uncertainty 
in the Rule of Conduct; give us Grace 
thankfully to acknowledge this great Bleſſing, 
and to apply it to the happy End intended, 
of informing our Underſtanding, in order to 
direct our Will, and to warm our Affections. 
But ſince in thy wiſe Providence Thou haſt 
made even this Search after our Duty an 
Article of Probation, and haſt left Room 
for Faithfulneſs and Diligence in the Enqui- 
ry, as well as in the Diſcharge of it, when 
found and acknowledged, endue us farther 
with Integiity of Heart, with Impartiality 
and Induſtry, to ſearch out thy Will, as well 
as to perform it to the beſt of our Knows. 
„ ledge 
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edge. Bleſs theſe our Endeavours with Sug. 
ceſs, and deliver us from the Sin of any wil- 
ful Error, and from the Miſery of W 
Doubts. In particular, We beſeech thee, to 
have Pity on this thy Servant, who is labouring 
under Scruples of Conſcience, which inter- 
rupt him in the Progreſs of Duty, and ex- 
poſe him to the Danger of tranſgreſſing it. 
_ Give him a Heart truly deſirous to know 105 
to fulfil his Obligations, and direct him 
the Means which may lead him to the bie 
cernment of the Truth. Make it hzs 
Rule to regard what is plainly revealed in 
thy holy Word, and to reject whatever is 
inconſiſtent with it, by what Perſons ſoever 
it may come recommended. Teach him 
farther a due Regard to the Appointment of 
thoſe who are in Authority, in all ſuch in- 
different Matters, as thy good Providence 
has left to their 1 And in 
Points, which are neither determined by 
thy revealed Will from Heaven, nor by his 
Superiors on Earth, teach him to underſtand 
and to uſe His Chriſtian Liberty, and not 
to make a Matter of Conſcience of that 
which at moſt is no more than a Point of 

. Diſcretion. Enable him not only to diſ- 

_ tinguiſh between Right and Wrong, but to 
diſcern the different Importance. of the 
en before bim, and to proportion 415 

Regard 


* 
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Regard and Care to their. real Value and 
Moment. Enlighten is Underſtanding, 
ſtrengthen his Spirits, confirm His Piety, and 
ſhew Thou him the Way which He ſhould walk 
in, whilſt He lifts up his Soul unto: thee. 

Make him ſtill more earneſt in great Matters, 
and more eaſy to receive Satisfaction in ſmall 
ones, and give him unfeigned Sincerity in 
the Diſcharge of all. Pardon every unwil- 
ling Error, and accept his honeſt Perform- 
ance of that which He believes to be accep- 
table to thee, Remove from him, We pray 
thee, every groundleſs Seruple ; Grant him 
to poſſeſs bis Soul in Patience and Thankful- 
neſs, and to find Comfort in the preſent Diſ- 
charge of his Duty, and in the Proſpect of 
that unerring Fidelity and Joy, with which 
thy Holy Saints do both ſerve and enjoy 
thee in Heaven. Bring us all, We beſeech 
thee, to that holy and happy State, through 
the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


For an Infant. 


| God, who ſeeſt the Ignorance of our 
Hopes and Fears, the Impropriety of 
What We deſire, and of what We would a- 
void; who both knoweſt and chooſeſt what 
3 is beſt and fitteſt for us; We detire to refer 
our warmeſt Wiſhes and Petitions to thy 
= all-wifg 


> — m — — ——˙¹² Ü 
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all- wiſe Determination. Pardon what is 
faulty in any Inſtance or Degree of our Re- 
queſts, and accept ſuch as are ſuitable to the 
Nature and Reaſon which thou haſt given 
us. Not with Indifference therefore, though 
with Reſignation, We implore thy Mercy 
on this poor Child, and therein on thoſe, 
who ſeem with equal Pain to feel his Com- 
plaints; O lighten, if it ſeem good unto 
thee, his Sufferings, and the Apprehenſions 
of thoſe who are nearly intereſted in his 


Welfare. Preſerve, We beſeech thee, bis 
Life, and grant that the Continuance of it 


may prove indeed a Bleſſing to himſelf and 
to his Friends. Give him a lively Senſe of bis 
Duty to thee, and a zealous Care to per- 
form it, that He may prevent the Difficul- 


ties of Virtue, and the Sorrows of Repent- 


ance, and may give an uſeful Pattern of ear- 
ly Piety. Grant that He may grow in Wiſ- 
dom and Stature, and in Favour with God 
and Man. Or if Zis Preſervation at this 
Time be not proper for him or his Friends, 
prepare them to bear with dutiful Reſigna- 
tion ſo ſevere a Trial. Convey him ſpeedily 


to Happineſs, and bring them ſecurely after 


him to the Enjoyment of the ſame, through 


_ our Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, 


For 
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For one that 5 young, 


God, the Author of our Being, and 
Diſpoſer of our State, who madeſt us 
for Probation in this World, and Glory in 
another; Have Mercy, We beſeech thee, 

on this thy Servant, who almoſt at the En- 
trance on (the active Part of) Life, has this 
ſolemn Call to conſider the Uncertainty of 
| his longer Abode in it. Continue him in 
the State of Probation, in order to exalt 
| bm in the State of Glory, Give him, We 
pray thee, an early Senſe of bis Duty to thee, 
as the great End of his Being and Buſineſs 
| of his Life, and grant him Repentance for the. 
Faults and Follies of his unripe Years. 2 
remember not the Sins and Offences of big 
| Youth, but according to thy Mercy, think thou. 

uon bim, O Lord, for 4 Goodneſs, Give 
im farther Time to work out his Salvation, 

and give him Grace to employ the Remain- 
der of it to that Purpoſe. Let him enter on 
| the World with a deep Senſe of the Danger 
| ofits Temptations, and the Infignificancy of 
ts Enjoyments. Let bis whole Deſire be to 
attain thy Favour, and in that let him truſt 
with Comfort, whether i it ſhall. pleaſe thes 
to continue him in Life, or to cut him off 


from it. Accept of ſuch Improyement as 
|". BY hath 
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hath been ſuitable to his tender Years, and 
let his future Days equal the Innocence of 
the former, and exceed them in Underſtand- 
ing, Devotion, and Piety. And whether 
earlier or later, let His Departure from this 
World convey him to the Happineſs of the 
next, through the Merits and Mediation of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Ty 


For one that is old, 


Lord, the Giver of Life, and Preſer- 
ver of it through the many Caſual- 
ties that ſurround and threaten it, We offer 
up our Prayers for, and with this thy Ser- 
vant, whom Thou haſt long continued and 
ſupported through the Changes and Chances 
of it. Direct him to pay his juſt Acknow- 
ledgments to thy good Providence for the 
many Deliverances that He has been favour- 
ed, and the many Days that He has ſecurely 
enjoyed without the Approach, or Appre- 
henſion, or Fear of Evil. But principally 
lead him to reflect on the Return that He 
has made for ſo diſtinguiſhed a Mercy. He 
has a long Life to account for, and the Uſe 
or Abuſe of many Favours to preſent with 
Joy or Terror before thee : Happy if, un- 
der the Decays of Nature, He has the Sup- 
port of Conſcience ; or more ſeverely miſe- 
* : ra ble, 
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rable, if, under the Infirmities of Old Age, 
He has the Terrors of a guilty Mind. But 
as Thou haſt hitherto ſpared him, O ſpare 
him ſtill farther for the Purpoſe of Repen- 
tance, and grant He may perfect his Virtues 
or cancel his Vices by an entire Dedication 
of bis Heart and Soul to thy Service in the 
ſhort Remainder of his Life. Let him find 
Eaſe and Satisfaction in perſevering in an 
eſtabliſhed Courſe of Piety, if that has been 
his wiſe Choice : or let not a former Habit 
of Iniquity diſcourage his Attempt of Peni- 
tence and Reformation, but let Him finiſh 
his Courſe with good Reſolutions and good 
Deeds, and prepare his Heart, as well as his 
Infirmities will permit, to ſee thee yet with 
Comfort in thy Kingdom. O grant this 
Mercy for the Sake of thy Son our Saviour 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, - | 


For one that is middle-aged. 


Gracious God, who has granted Time 
as a Preparative for Eternity, and haſt 
allotted different Portions of it to different 
Perſons, as it ſeemeth good to thy infinite 
Wiſdom; Direct us to deſire and value it 
for its true Uſe, and to employ it like thoſe 
who know its Uncertainty. We ſee in uy 
Inftances, and particularly in the Indiſpoſi- 
| 3 tion 
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tion of this our Brother ; that no Age of 
Life is ſecure from ſuch Caſualties as threat- 
en the Continuance of it; but that when 
We are paſt the Dangers of Infancy, and 
before the Decays of Nature overtake us, 
yet We are liable to the Aſſault of many 
Diſeaſes, which may cut ſhort the moſt. 
fanguine Expectations. Let the Remem- 
brance of thy Providence that has hitherto 
preſerved us, raiſe our Hopes and Truſt in 
| thee for the Continuance of thy Mercy, and 
accept the Prayers which We now offer in 
the Behalf of this thy Servant. Bleſs the 
| Remedies that are uſed to promote 5s Re- 
covery, and bleſs him with the Supply of 
ſuch as are proper; and grant that þzs Diſ- 
temper may give Way to the Strength of 
Nature and the Applications of Art, whilſt 
We defire to conſider and acknowledge them 
both as inſtrumental only to the Purpoſes 
of thy good Pleaſure. Above all, give him 
Grace earneſtly to reſolve to ſerve thee faith- 
fully with his reſtored Strength, and grant 
that He may live to prove the Sincerity of 
ſuch Reſolution, to himſe,, and po wa by 
the real Fruits of an holy Life. Grant this 
for the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For 
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For one that 1s poor, 


God, who in thy infinite Wiſdom 
haſt appointed different Stations and 
Degrees amongſt Men, with particular Du- 
ties ariſing from each, contributing thereby 
to the Comfort of this Life and the Probae 
tion for another; We offer up our humble 
Supplications to thee for this thy Servant, 
whom thy Providence has been pleaſed to 
place in the lower Offices of this World. It 
is his Privilege, if it has been his Care, to be 
as high in thy Favour as the greateſt of bis 
Brethren, and to be as ſecure of the moſt 
exalted Happineſs in the next World. We 
deſire to conſider and to treat him as Par- 

taker of the ſame frail Nature and the ſame 
important Hopes as Ourſelves; and as the 
ſureſt and higheſt Inſtance of our Good Will 
towards him, We preſume to addreſs thee 
with our ſincere Petitions for the Recovery 
of his bodily Health, and the Security of his 
ſpiritual Welfare. If the Lowneſs of his 
Station be owing to his Integrity, to his Ab- 
horrence of diſhoneſt Means for raiſing bim- 
ehh make him conſider it as bis Glory and 
Comfort; if it has not tempted him to Diſ- 
content or Envy, cauſe him the more re- 
lienedly to embrace it as a Condition of 
P 4 Safety, 
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Safety, in being free from many Tempta- 
tions that ſurround ſuch of his Fellow-Crea- 
tures as abound with the good Things of 
this Life; Or if He has been reduced to, or 
continued in Poverty by his own Faults and 
Follies, give him the Grace to ſee them and 
to repent of them: and in all Events teach 
him to acquieſce in it as not being the Effect 
of Fate or Fortune, but of thy wiſe Direc- 
tion for His Good, either by Way of Cor- 
rection or Trial. Grant that the ſmall Share 
of Enjoyments, which are 51s Portion in 
this World, may be the Occaſion of fixing 
his Thoughts and Debres more warmly on 
the Treaſures of the next. Let the Troubles 
of Life wean him from the Love of it, and 
bring him to the greater Reſignation and 
calmer Compoſure at the Apprehenſion of 
Death. Yet if it ſeem good unto thee, re- 
ſtore hin, We beſeech thee, to Health, with 
a more earneſt Senſe of, and Regard: to the 
proper Duties of his Station, and a more 
firm Reſolution to ſeek and ſecure that Hap- 
pineſs, which 'Thou haſt offered to all of 
every. Degree, that ſeek it by true Repen- 
tance and F RIP in the Merits of oe Son 
Jeſs Chriſt our Lord, of 
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For one that 1s rich, 
Leſſed Lord, Gracious and Merciful, 
B give thy Grace to this thy Servant to 
acknowledge thy Goodneſs and Loving- 
Kindneſs to him, and to acknowledge it 
equally in thy different Diſpenſations towards 
him, Thou haſt bleſſed Him with the Com- 
forts of this Life, and Thou haſt now bleſ- 
ſed him with a Call to confider their compa- 
rative Infignificancy, and to fix bis Thoughts 
and Deſigns on Treaſures more certain, 
more ſatisfactory, and more laſting. We 
ought not to be inſenſible of, or unthankful 
for temporal Mercies, and We defire by the 
grateful and good Uſe of them, to ſecure 
our more important ſpiritual Intereſt. The 
cannot, We ſee, prevent a Day of Sickneſs, 
but the wiſe Application of them is then a 
real and great Support, Give him, and give 
us all in Proportion to our Stations, a juſt 
and moderate Eſteem of the Enjoyments of 
this Life, a compatiionate Regard to the 
Diſtreſs of thoſe that want them, a dutiful 
Senſe of our Obligations for our Share of 
them, and an entire Reſignation to thy Pro- 
vidence in the Interruption or Loſs of them. 
Por ſhall We receive Good at thy gracious 
Hands, and ſhall We not receive Evil? Let 
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us receive both with that humble Spirit, 
which becomes us as Men, and as Chriſti- 
ans, and with a ſerious Reſolution to im- 
prove either to the End for which thou ſend. 
eſt them, and to our own future and final 
Felicity. In the mean Time, if it ſeem good 
unto thee, reject not our Petitions for the 
Continuance of temporal Mercies ; Reſtore 
the Blefling of Health to this thy Servant, 
that He may be capable of enjoying with 
Prudence and applying with Piety the other 
Gifts, which thy Providence has beſtowed 
on him; and grant that the Comforts of this 
Life may prove to him an Earneſt of and 
ſafe Paſſage to the greater Happinels of the 
next, through the Merits and Mediation of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Fer one that is in the Middle-State of Life. 


God, the Giver of our ſeveral Ta- 
lents, and Judge of the Uſe of them, 
who wilt call each one to Account in Pro- 

ortion to that which was committed to him; 
We implore the Continuance of thy Mercy 
to this thy Servant, whom Thou haſt not 
diſtinguiſhed by the Want or by the emi- 
nent Plenty of temporal Good- Things. 
Grant that He may be able to anſwer with 
Satisfaction for that which has been com- 
mitted 
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mitted to him, and that He may look on the 
Station which thy Providence has placed 
him in, not only with dutiful Refignation, 
but with joyous Thankfulneſs. Teach him 
to conſider with Prudence, that it is attend- 

ed with the feweſt Cares and Troubles, and 
to confider with Piety, that it is free from 
the moſt frequent and moſt ſevere Tempe 
tations, Enable bim to teſtify this happy 
Effect of bis Condition by the real Holineſs 
ol bis Life, and even under the Apprehenſion 
of Death grant that the Teſtimony of Ant 
Conſcience may continue clear and ſecure. 
And now that Indiſpofition would incapaci- 
tate him for the Enjoyment of a higher Con- 
dition in Life, and would prove moſt con- 
vincingly that many of our Wiſhes, if at- 
tained, are only Superfluities, make him 
gratefully to acknowledge that He is not 
farther afflicted with the Want of proper 
Proviſions of Aſſiſtance in this his Diſtrefs, 
but that his Station affords all the real Relief 
that Human Succours can generally ſupply 
in ſuch Interruptions of bodily Health. Give 
a Bleſſing, We beſeech thee, to thoſe Sucs 
cours, which are now adminiſtred in 518 
Behalf, and hear and proſper the Prayers of 
bis Friends for his Recovery; and grant that 
He and They may make a good Uſe of the 
farther Time, which Thou ſhalt afford them 


ON 
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on Earth, that at their Departure from it 
They may be received to thy Mercy, through 


the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 7 


For 4 8 ervant, 


Merciſu) God, whoſe Provident is 
cmqually exerciſed in the Care of all thy 
Creatures of every Degree; We deſire, as 
far as in us lies, to imitate thy gracious 
Condeſcenſion, and to be zealouſly concerned 
for all who want our Aſſiſtance. We eſteem 
it no Abaſement to be employed for the 
meaneſt of our Brethren in their temporal 
Concerns, and much leſs in their ſpiritual 
ones, in which Weare All equally intereſted, 
Hear our Supplications, and accept our Ser- 
vices in Behalf of this our Brother in Diſtreſs, 
whoſe Station and Duty it is to adminiſter to 
others, when in Health, Teach him and 
us tolook on the Difference of Stations as 
the Appointment of thy wiſe Providence, 
and the proper Opportunity of exerciſing 
thoſe various Virtues, which muſt qualify us 
all for the ſame Happineſs hereafter. Fix, 
We pray thee, this Senſe of Duty in him 
under hrs preſent Trial and Diſtreſs, and 
raiſe him up again to teſtify it in a more 
zcalous Diſcharge ofevery Obligation to thee 
his 
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Vis Maker, and thoſe whom Thou haſt 
made hrs Superiors on Earth. Grant that 
Humility, Contentment, Truth, and In- 
duſtry, may diftinguiſh his future Conduct, 
and that Faith and Truſt in his Redeemer 
may ſanctify and improve theſe moral 
Virtues, Let theſe be his Guide in Health, 
and his Support in Sickneſs; and let His 
Enjoyment of that Help under his preſent 
Indiſpoſition, which Many want, and which 
is the piincipal Advantage of an higher 
Fortune, excite is Gratitude to thee and to 
bis Benefactors, and lead him ts expreſs it in 
61s future Faithfulneſs and Piety. Give him 
the Grace to deſite his Recovery principally 
for this End, and do Thou, We beſeech 
thee, fulfil his Deſire, and reſtore him to 
Health, and to the Attainment and Exerciſe 
of a good Conſcience. Though He be a 
Servant in this Scene of is Being, let him 
confider and act as one, who in thy holy 
Word is ſtyled a Son in Reſpect of his future 
Inheritance, that by Patience and Integrity, 
by Faith and Virtue, by Devotion and 
Godlineſs, He may become indeed an Heir 
of God, and Joint- Heir with Chriſt, of that 
eternal Happineſs promiſed through the 
Merits of the ſame his gracious Saviour and 
Redeemer. 7197 O07 AMET! i | 
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For a Woman in Travail. 


0 Gracious God, by whoſe Bleſſing 
+ Mankind is increaſed, We implore 
thy Bleſſing for aſpeedy Increaſe at this 
Time by the ſafe and immediate Delivery of 
this thy Servant, who is now labouring under 
the Pains and Perils of Child-Birth, Hear our 
Prayers for her,and hear her earneſt Petitions 
for herſelf, and grant a ſudden and joyful 
_ Concluſion of this her fore Travail. Her 
Sorrow is greatly multiplied by this her Con- 
ception, and the approaching Hour of 
bringing forth; Do Thou, We beſeech 
thee, who only art able, ſupport her in this 
her great and weighty Trial. O Thou, 
who when Thou gaveſt Room for Repen- 
tance and openedſt ſome Degree of Hope to 
fallen Creatures in the Proſpect of a Re- 
deemer, didit at the ſame Time appoint this 
Burden as a Memorial of, and Penalty on the 
firſt Tranſgreſſion, grant that this ſevere 
Chaſtiſement for the original Offence may 
deter all from the Practice of actual Offences, 
and confirm their Faith in the Hiſtory of 
holy Word, which alone accounts for ſo 
penal and marvellous a Diſpenſation. Let 
this general Lot attending the Human Birth, 
influence the whole Human Species at all 

WH... Timeg 
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Times to the true Ufe of their Being ; but 
at this particular Seaſon We deſire to 
teſtify our Compaſſion, and pour forth 
our Supplications for this thy Servant now 


ſuffering under that early Sentence. Let 


this, We humbly pray thee, be her only 
Suffering, and deliver her ſpeedily even from 


this. Pardon her Sins, that under her ſevereſt 


Pains She may be able to think with Comfort 
on thy Providence and Protection. Exert them 
in her Favour in this her great Extremity. 
Strengthen her under her Agonies, or 
lighten them to her, and bring them to a 


happy End. Above all, grant that a Senſe 


of thy Mercy to her in this Time of Need, 
may lead her to a firm Truſt in thee at all 
Times, and to a ſuitable Care to pleaſe and 
obey thee ; that She may hereafter pra! 

thee as the joyful Mother of Children, and may 
by Inſtruction and Example teach them to 


praiſe and obey thee likewiſe. Grant this for 


the Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
For the fame after Delivery, © 


\ Bleſſed Lord, who haſt heard our 
Prayers, and granted that ſafe Deli- 


very to this thy Setvant, which We fo late- 
ly and earneſtly implored; receive our de- 


vouteſt Thanks for this Earneſt of her fu- 
3 | ture: 
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ture and more perfect Recovery; and go on, 

We beſeech thee, to compleat this Mercy 

to her and to us. Let the Senſe of this thy 
| Goodneſs, now ſo happily experienced, be 
preſent to her Mind, and influence her Life 
through all her remaining Days. Let it 
| ſupport her under the farther Pains or Dan- 
gers attending her Condition; Let it raiſe 
her to private Praiſes and Devotions during 
her Confinement, and ſpeedily to return her 
publick Thanks in the Aſſemblies of the 
Faithful; and above all, grant that She may 
ſhew forth thy Praiſes, not only with her 
Lips but in her Life. Though Nature has 
its Effect upon a ſudden Relief from Pains, 
and now that as ſcon as ſhe is delivered, She 
remembreth no more the Anguiſh, ſor Joy that. 
a Child is born into the World, yet let Grace 
have a moe perfect Work upon her, and 
let her never ſo forget her Anguiſh, as to 
forget the Mercy ot this her Deliverance 
from it. Bleſs the Fruit of her Labour, 
this helpleſs Infant. Preſerve bim for a ſo- 
lemn Dedication to thee in the neceſſary 
Method of thy own Inſtitution, for proper 
Inſtruction in the Nature of his Baptiſmal 
Engagements, and for an exemplary Con- 
ver lation ſuitable to the Advantages of ſuch 
an Education. Preſerve him fromthe Dan- 
gers and the Temptations of the Worle 
Ar that 
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that He may live to thy Glory, to the Com- 
fort of bis Friends, and his own preſent 
Credit and future Salvation. Confirmus all 

in an Holy Life, that We may finally attain 
to a happy Death, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For the ſome, if the Child be ſtil-born, 


Almighty God, who puniſheſt us leſs 
than our Sins deſerve, who bleſlsſt us 

ever beyond what our Services could claim, 
and often beyond what- our Underſtandings 
can comprehend; We deſire to acknowledge 
thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs in all thy Dit- 
penſations, whether ſuitable, or not, to our 
Expectations and Wiſhes, We know not 
what We pray for, if We pray for any thing 
without an entire Reſignation to thy Provi- 
dence. Our Difappointments may be our 
greateſt Bleſſings ; and in our Ignorance of 
future Events, We confeſs that We ought, 
in Prudence as well as Piety, to put an en- 
tire Confidence in thy Care of us, and Pro- 
viſion for us. We defire to teſtify this ous 
prudent and piqus Regard to thy Diſpenſa - 
tions by ſubmitting with a dutiful Compo- 
ſure to the Loſs which We have now ſuſ- 
tained, and by turning our grateful Hearts 
to juſt * for thy Mercy in 


the 
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the Preſervation of this more valuable Life, 
which Thou haſt continued to us after the 
peculiar Dangers and Difficulties attendin ng 
her Caſe and Condition. We magnify thy 
Holy Name for this thy Goodneſs to her 
and us; beſeeching has to continue. this 
providential Care of her, and to reſtore her 
in due Time to herſelf and to us. Rehieve 
the. Pains of her Body, and compoſe the 
Troubles of her Mind, and give her Grace 
to be thankfal for the Proſpect of her own 
Recovery, and for the e of many 
ſurviving Comforts. Perfect, We pray 
er! her 5 and the p erg of us all; 


Hearts on the proper Obe of all our 
Hopes, that is, on thy Favour, through the 
Merits and Mediatioa of our Saviour, Telus 
Chriſt, | 


B. ane that i is 2 ghth indjpod. 


God, We acknowledge that Health 
and Sickneſs are thy Diſpenſations, 
and that in thy Hand are the Lues of. Lafe 
and Death; Diſpoſe and enable us, We bes 
ſeech thee, to. _ ſuitably to this N 


wenden, to be ever prepared for both, and 


to 
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to be willing to ſubmit to any State, to which 
thy Providence ſhall pleaſe to call us. Ac- 
cept, We pray thee, our Supplications in 
Behalf of this thy Servant, who has rightly 
judged that He cannot apply to thee too ſoon, 
but defires to interpret mis firſt Interruption 
of his bodily Health as a Call to ſecure and 
perfect the Health of hi, Soul. Make him 
more and more ſenſible that the Concern- 
ments of bis fpiritual Part ought not to be 
deferred, till the Infirmities of his mortal 
Part may incapacitate him for Attention. 
Grant bim now to deſire, whilſt He is beſt 
able, to implore thy Pardon for his paſt Of- 
fences, to deteſt them with his whole Heart, 
and to reſolve on future Obedience, whilſt 
there is Room to hope that He may live to 
teſtify the Sincerity of his Devotion by the 
Regularity of his Conduct. Prevent, if it 
ſeem good unto thee, any farther Progreſs 
of his Complaints, and grant him an imme- 
diate Reſtoration to his former Health, Or 
if theſe early Tokens of Diſtemper are in- 
tended to lead to farther and ſeverer 'Trials 
Grant that He may finiſh his moſt important 


Taſk to thy Acceptance and bis Security, 
before his Indiſpoſition fo prevails as to at» 
fect bis Sehſes, or perplex þis Thoughts. 
Direct him to ſubmit with Patience to thy 
good Will in every fatther Advance of this 

NY Q 2 Diſteme 
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Diſtemper, and to apply to thy Protection 
in each to the beſt of his Capacity: and do 
thou hear his Prayers, and pity bis Suffer- 
ings, and delivering him according to thy 
Wiſdom and Mercy, either by the Favour 
of a longer Life, or of a bleſſed Death, 
through the Merits and Mediation of ty 
Son our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


For one that is uſing Medicin 5 4 ; plications. f 


Bleſſed God, who in Mercy and Wiſ- 

dom haſt ſo made and placed us, as 

that the Welfare and Happineſs of our Body 
as well as of our Soul, depend in a great 
Meaſure on our own Conduct, and We may 
often contribute to the Ruin of them, by 
our Neglect, though We cannot ſecure the 
Preſervation of either merely by our own 
Strength ; proſper, We beſeech thee, our 
Endeavours | in the Behalf of both, and grant 

that We may prudently apply the — 
which Reaſon dictates, and may piouſly ex- 
pect Succeſs only through thy Bleſſing upon 
them. Give this thy Bleſſing to the Re- 
medies which are now preſcribed to and 
applied by this thy Servant. Proſper them 
to the Recovery of his bodily Health, that 
He may again be able to diſcharge the Du- 
ties of an Station, and may be truly diſ- 
poſed 
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| poſed to make a right Uſe of Big recovered 
Strength. Favour bis natural and rational 
| Deſire of the Continuance of Life, and of 
the innocent Comforts of it, as a valuable 
Gift of thy Providence ; prevent or pardon 
the Tendency to too ſtrong a Deſire of it, 
and confirm and accept hs Dedication of all 
the Faculties of hs Mind and Body to thy 
Service. Make him equally careful to uſe 
the proper Means for the Welfare of his 
Soul, and bleſs them with the ſame Succeſs ; 
that the Continuance of Life may prove in 
deed a Mercy to bim. Grant that the Piety 
of it may ſecure and increaſe the preſent 
Satisfaction of it; and that the preſent Com- 
fort of a right Conduct may ſtill contribute 
to the farther Improvement of it: that when 
all Remedies fail, and Nature, or Violence, 
or Diſeaſe, ſhall remove him from this 
World, this Removal may prove the great- 
eſt of all Bleflings, by conveying him ſecure- 


| ly to thy glorious F through Jeſus 
Y Chriſt our Lord. 


For one that 1 S under | Recovery. | 


O Gracious God, who joineſt | Mercies 
to thy Judgments, and haſt heard and 
in ſome Meaſure, granted our former Peti- 


tions in Favour of this thy Servant, let us 
23 join 
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join our Praiſes to our Prayers, and. hear, 
e beſeech thee, and accept them in his 
Behalf. Thou haſt Already graciouſly deli- 
vered him from the Extremity of that IIl- 
neſs, of which We were lately ſo apprehen- 
five, and We deſire to bleſs thy holy Name 
for this thy Goodneſs to him and us. Fill 
our Hearts with a due Senſe of this thy an- 
expected Bleſſing, and let us ſhew forth our 
Praiſe for this and all thy other Mercies, not 
only with our Lips, but in our Lives. But 
let not this Exaltation of our Hopes heigh- 
ten into any preſumptuous Confidence of his 
Security, and ſuffer not the Thought of hrs 
leflened Danger to leflen the Warmth of his 
Devotion to thee. Grant that the State of 
his Mind may .continue the ſame in the Ex- 
pectation of Health as in the A den 

of Diſſolution, and that thy Will may 
bis | in every State and Condition of bis) Aa 
ing. Vet with this Reſignation to thy Wiſ- 
dam, We humbly pray thee to perfect bis 
Recovery, and to reſtore him to his former 
Enjoyment of Strength and Comfort. Grant 
this Mercy ſpeedily, or grant us Patience to 
wait till thy good Time, and bleſs us ſe- 
curely with it in the End. Let no Impiety 
of Thaug ht, Word, or Deed i ig us, preyent 
or delay 9 Bleſſing. but fit us for ts Re- 
aden of every Divine Favour by Hg y 
elq= 
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Reſolution to make a right Uſe of it. Cons 


firm theſe good Purpoſes in us for the Sake 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 1 890 


For one whoſe Recovery is doubtful, © 
Mighty and merciful God, whoſe Pros 

vidence over-ruleth all Events, and 
turneth them to anſwer the Purpoſes of thy 
wiſe Counſels; who for many good and 
gracious Ends haſt kept from us the parti- 
cular Knowledge of the appointed Time of 
our Diffolution, warning us by many Signs 
to live in conſtant Preparation for it; We 
defire that We, who by thy Bleſſing do as 
yet enjoy our Health, and this our Brother, 


| who is now afflicted with Sickneſs, may 


equally remember the Uncertainty of our 
Lot, and equally truſt in the Certainty of 
thy Providence. We are ſenfible how foon 
the Condition of either of us may be rever- 
ſed, and We defire to live prepared for any 
Condition, which Thou fhalt allot to IT 
But as his preſent Indiſpoſition particularly 
calls on us, We defire at this Time to offer 
up our Supplications particularly for him, *#s 
We fee Reaſon to hope that hig, Sickneſs 
may be capable of Relief, yet are not with 
out Cauſe of Apprehenfion that it may ex- 
ceed the Power of "Remedies, © Confirm, 

pe ao Figs W. 
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We beſeech thee, the Grounds of our Hopes, 
and diſſipate thoſe of our Fears, and grant 
a ſpeedy and comfortable Concluſion of this 
afflicting Diſpenſation. If ſuch Mercy be 
proper for him and us, bleſs us with early 
and certain Tokens of his Recovery; or if 
farther Apprehenſions be more uſeful to 
work good Effects on us, grant that we may 
apply them to that End, and in all Events 
may be prepared to ſubmit to thy Wiſdom. 
Give us the Grace to be frequent and fer- 
vent in our Devotions, and accept them 
through the Merits and Mediation of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 0 


For one that is recovered. 


O God, by whoſe Mercy We live at all 
_ —. Times, and by whoſe peculiar Mercy I 

We have this Occaſion of addreſſing our- 
ſelves to thee; We deſire to offer up our 
Hearty Thanks to thee for the Succeſs of our 
former Petitions in Behalf of this thy Ser- 
vant. Thou haſt heard our Prayers for the 
Recovery of his bodily Health, and We de- 
fire to bleſs thy holy Name for this 7s great 
| Deliverance. O grant the ſame Succeſs to 
our Interceſſions for the Salvation of his 
Soul; and grant that He may never ceaſe to 
be as ſolicitous for that Bleſſing, as er 
$ . e 
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He was in the greateſt Appearance of Dan! 
ger. Now that He is able, make him wil⸗ 
ling and deſirous to pray for himſelf'; and 
make him punctual in the Diſcharge of that, 
and all other Duties. Suffer not the Return 
of Temptations to extinguiſh or leſſen in any 
| Degree the Senſe of his great Obligations to 
| thee, or the Remembrance of his holy Vows 
and Reſolutions in the Time of his Diſtreſs. 
As Thou haſt granted him the Opportunity 
of teſtifying is Sincerity, grant him Fidelity 
and Zeal to expreſs it publickly to thy Ho- 
nour and his own Salvation. 'Teach him to 
regard his Recovery as a Bleſſing principally 
in this Reſpect; and to conſider that the 
Reſpite is ſhort; that the Time of Diſſolu- 
tion muſt ſoon inevitably approach, when 
Remedies and Prayers will not avail; when 
all Human Means will be fruitleſs, and Mi- 
racles muſt not be expected. Cauſe him 
farther to conſider, that the moſt diſtreſsful 
Part of that laſt Scene may now be prevent- 
ed by the Preparation of a holy Life; that 
all future Surprize even in ſudden Indiſpe- 
E fitions may be effectually removed by hahi- 
; tual Piety ; and that Death itſelf may well 
hereby appear only as the neceſſary Paſſage 
to an endleſs Life. O give him and give us 
all Grace to live like thoſe, who know that 
they are but Strangers and Pilgrims upon 
| | | Earth; 
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Barth; that they have here no continuing 
City, but ſeek one fo come. Make us think of 
theſe Things, whilſt by thy Goodneſs We 
enjoy Health, and Strength, and Capacity 
to think of them with Calmneſs and Atten- 
tion. Grant that We may ſerve thee, whilſt 
We are beſt able to ſerve thee in a proper 
Manner, with all our Hearts, and with all 
our Souls. Let this be the Care of our Lives, 
that it may be the Comfort of our Deaths ; 
and that after our Diſſolution it may be the 
Means of ſecuring our Peace with thee, and 
enjoying the everlaſting Rewards promiſed 
by thee, through the Merits and Mediation 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 7 


Por one that is under a Relapſe. 


' God, the God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh, ' who alone knoweſt the ap- 
pointed Time of the Separation of them, 
and who by daily Changes of our Condition 
remindeſt us continually of the Uncertainty 
of that Time ; Look down with Mercy and 
Compaſſion an us and our Requeſts in Behalf 
of this our afflicted Brother, whom Thou 
haſt called toa farther Participation of the 
Cup of Affliction. We had entertained the 
—_ Thought of enjoying ſpeedily hig 

ocicty in the publick Congregation of b 
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faithful Servants, and in the Converſe of 
his private Friends. But thy Wiſdom has 
denied or delayed the Bleſſing, and called us 

again to a more earneſt Senſe of Duty by a 
more immediate Apprehenſionof His Danger. 
Grant, We beſeech thee, that it may be for 
no other End than to awaken him to a more 
immediate Dependance on thy Providence; 
and grant that it may anſwer effectually that 
great and merciful Deſign. Hear our 
Prayers again for his more perfect Recovery, 
and renew our Hopes as ſuddenly as Thou 
haſt renewed our Fears. We know not what 
a Day may bring forth with Reſpect either 
to his Condition or our own; but with all 
the Reſignation which becomes our Duty to 
thee, and with all the Earneſtneſs, which 
becomes our Charity to him, We implore 
thy Mercy in bis ſpeedy Reſtoration to 
Health and Strength ; Grant that He may 
live to acknowledge this thy great Goodneſs 
to him, and may conſecrate faithfully to thy 
Service the Remainder of his Life, which 
Thou ſhalt thus wonderfully preſerve to him. 
Bleſs theſe our Supplications with Succeſs, 
for the Sake and through the Merits of our. 
Saviour Jeſus Chri rt. | 
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For one that is in great Danger. 


0 Gracious Cod, whoſe Providence is over 
all thy Works, and is equally diſcern- 
ible in the Llc and the unuſual Events 
of Life; We deſire to acknowledge it in all 
Circumſtances of our Being, and to truſt in 
thee in every Danger and in every good 
Proſpect that attends us. Thou bringelt 
down to the Grave, and bringeſt up; and We 
are ſometimes as much aſtoniſhed at the un- 
expected Recovery of ourſelves, or our 
Friends, as at the unexpected Cafualty that 
alarmed our Fears, We ought not to ſet 
Bounds to thy Power or thy Mercy, nor 
ought We 5 neglect our Diſcharge of 
our own Duty. Whilſt Thou continueſt 
Life, We deſire to continue our Prayers ; 
and though W expe& not Miracles 
in our Behalf, yet We know that Thou 
canſt order the Courſe of Nature ſo 
to work, as that the Event may appear little 
leſs man miraculous. Though the great 
Appearance of Danger in the Caſe of 
this our diſtreſſed Neighbour forbids any 
promifing Expectation of hig Recovery, yet 
Reafon and Scripture forbid us to deſpair, or 
to neglect the proper Offices of Chriſtians 
and Neighbours. To thy Mercy We 
recctnmend Jim, with a ſincere Delre of 
250 Health and W elkare, yet with an entire 
Reſig- 
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Reſignation to thy wiſe Diſpoſal: Beſeeching 
thee to fit him and us by Contrition and 
Purity of Heart for an innocent Continuance 
in this World, or an happy Removal to 
another. This Mercy We preſume to aſle 
only in the Name and for the Sake of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For one that is going to make his Mill. 


\ Merciful God, who haſt bleſſed us 
with Comforts to make the Paſſage 
through this Life more eaſy, and haſt taught 
us ſo to apply them as to make the Conclu- 
ſion of it more ſecure; Give us Grace to 
eſteem them according to their true Uſe and 
Value, and fo to diſpoſe them as maybe moſt 
for the Welfare of Ourſelves and Others. 
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been amiſs, and to ſupply whatever has been 
defective in his former Uſe and Application 
of them. Let not Pride, or Ambition, ot 
Partiality, or Reſentment, influence! 5 
Mind in the Diſtribution of þs Fortune, 
but let all Paſſion be laid aſide, and let Rea- 
ſon and Religion direct the Diſpoſal. Make 
him remember the great Rule of dealing 
witk all, as He would in the ſame Caſe 
equitably deſire to be dealt with by them; 
and make him deſirous fo to diftribute the 
Subſtance, which thy Providence has bleſ- 
ſed him with, as may beſt diſcharge his own 
Obligations, and enable others to diſcharge 
theirs. Grant that this prudent Diſpoſition 
of his worldly Affairs may give Comfort and 
not Concern to his Mind, but that He may 
conſider h1mfelf as better prepared hereby 
either for Life or Death. Preſerve him, if 
it ſeem good unto thee, for the farther En- 
joyment of himſelf and of theſe outward 
_ Comforts, which thy Merey has beſtowed 
upon him; and bring him in thy own good 
Time, by the thankful and pious Applica» 
tion of them, to thoſe more valuable Bleſ- 
fings, which Thou haſt provided for all who 
ſincerely love and obey thee, through thi 
Merits and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 
PPP. 105. 1. OG 
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For ane hat is light-headed. . ; | x 


4 Mereiful God, who knoweſt our In- 
| | firmities; make us ever mindful of 
them Ourſelves, that the very Frailties of 
our Bodies may admoniſh us to guard againſt 
the Diſeaſes of our Souls; that We may 
never live ſo as that a ſudden Deprivation of 
Life or Senſe. may be our Ruin. Under this 
View of our own State and Duty We defire 
to compaſſionate the Calamities, whether 
of Body or Mind, wherewith Others are af- 
flicted; and in particular, to pity the diſtreſ- 
ſed State of this thy Servant, who is not 
| able now to liſt up his own Thoughts and 
| Devotions to thee. Accept our Prayers on 
bis Behalf, and grant that He may not long 
continue in this unhappy State, but may re- 
turn tothe Uſe of his Reaſon, and make a true 
Uſe of it by a ſincere Dedication of himſif 
and,all bis Faculties to thy Honour and Ser- 
vice. In the mean Time compoſe bs Spirits. 
that He may not be ſenſible of Pain and 
Terror, whilſt He is incapable of receiving 
and applying any rational Conſolation. Re- 
move from him the Apprehenſion of imagi- 
nary, Dangers, - and deliver iim from the 
Approach and Progreſs of real ones. Pet. 
not this, We beſeech thee, be is final. State 
; — 25 In 
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in this World, but reſtore him to us and to 
himſelf; that He may live to make a better 
Preparation for his eternal State in the other 
World. And grant that We may all con- 
fider it as the beſt Teſt and higheſt Privilege 
of our Underſtanding, to ſhew forth: thy 
Praiſes both with our Lips and in our Lives, 
and to apply for thy Acceptance, with this 
Condition of Obedience, only through the 
wy and Mediation of our Saviour Jeſus 

riſt, | | 0 


For one that is inſen/ible. 


\ Merciful God, the Giver and Preſer- 

ver of all our Faculties and all our 
Comforts; We deſire to acknowledge and 
to improve them, whilſt Thou continueſt 
them to us, and to live duly ſenſible of the 
Uncertainty of their Continuance. Let the 
Example of this thy Servant, whoſe Under- 
ſtanding Thou haſt permitted to depart from 
tim, excite our Gare for ourſelves, and our 
Compaſtion for lim. We pray for him, that 
He may yet again be able to pray for Him- 
ſelf; and that his Petitions may then be 
heard and accepted by thee. In the mean 
Time let our Supplications on Js Behalf be 
favourably preſented at the Throne of thy 
Grace. Pardon the voluntary Errors of 


bts 
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his Underſtanding, whilſt. He enjoyed its 
reſtore h/m to the Enjoyment of it; and a- 
bove all, to a wiſe and pious Application 
of it. Pity his preſent diſtreſsful State; ac- 
cept of his paſt Repentance, however im- 
perfect; and grant him an Opportunity of 
improving in future Obedience and Virtue. 
Though He is incapable now of farther Of- 
fence, yet He is not incapable of thy Mercy, 
nor of a Poſſibility of ſerving thee more 
truly and fervently hereafter. O grant him 
this Capacity by a Return of 5s Reaſon ; 
and grant him the greater Mercy to make a 
right Uſe of it : that He and We may live 
to celebrate together thy Praiſes, and to de- 
dicate ourſelves, and all our Faculties tothe 
ſincere and fervent Love of thy moſt holy 
Name. Hear us, We beſeech thee, for the 
Sake of our Saviour Jeſus Chenſt, 


Por one that i 15 at the Pa nt- 97 Death, 


| God, * baſt SY of one Blood all 

Nations of Men to dwell on all the Face 
of the Earth, and haſt enjoined us to love 
and to pray for each other; Let our Affec. 
tion and Devotion expreſs a Fervency ſuita- 
able to the Exigency of the Caſe before us, 
and accept, We beſeech thee, this: (in al 
Are our laſt Interceſſion for our de- 


partiny 
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parting Brother. Let our Prayers be offer- 
ed with that Earneſtneſs, and attended with 
that Succeſs, which We ſhould deſire for 
ourſelves on the ſame great Occaſion. Re- 
ceive bis Soul to thy unbounded Mercy, and 
ive him, in the remaining Minutes of his 
Life, a comfortable Preſage of this thy 
Goodneſs to him. Whilſt bis Underſtand- 
ing is continued to him, let it be devoutly 
employed in Application to thee ; and take 
bim in the Act of Devotion to the joyful 
Work of praifing thee without End or In- 
terruption. Lighten the Agonies of Death 
to him, and ſtrengthen him töõ endure ſuch 
as Thou ſhalt permit to attend his Diſſolu- 


tion. Let no Uneaſineſs of Soul, or Tor- 


ture of Body, or Violence of Paſſions, ari- 
ſing from the Union of both, diſturb the 
enſuing Separation of them; but grant bim 
Eaſe and Peace in his Departure from this 
World, and everlaſting Happineſs after it. 
Accept of his Improvement in Virtue during 
the Seafon of Temptation; and accept of 
that Repentance, which He has been ena- 
bled to make, before this Progreſs of his 
Diſtemper ; and as He is now entering on 
the unalterable Stage of bis Being, grant 
him all the Pteparatives for ſo important a 


Change. Let K Mind be calm and re- 
figned, and his Temper holy and heavenly, 


„ ; on 
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and make him ſuch now in all Reſpects, as 
He hopes, and We pray that He may be, to 
all Eternity. O Lord, let it be thy Pleaſure 
to deliver him; make haſte, O Lord, to help 
bim. Aſſiſt him with thy Support in the 
Paſſage, and bleſs hin with thy Acceptance 
in the End of it: And grant that We, who 
daily ſee that 101 7s the End of all Men, may 
very ſeriouſly lay it to Heart, and may en- 
deavour, by the ſame Means of Holinefs 
and Piety, to attain to the ſame great Hopes, 
through the Merits and Mediation of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


For the Jane. | 


Leſſed Jeſus, who once repreſentedſt 
thyſelf viſibly to thy dying Servant, 
St. Stephen, to ſupport him in the laſt Act 
of his Probation 3 Look down, We beſeech 

thee, with Mercy and Compaſſion on this 
| our departing Brother, the Work of thy 
own Hands, and Purchaſe of thy own 
Blood, and enable him to look up with the 
| Eye of Faith to thee, and to reap Satisfaction 
in the Proſpect. Thy Sufferings and thy Pro- 
miles, as ſet forth in the Goſpel, are at is 
the only Grounds of Comfort to miſerable 
Sinners, and more eſpecially at this Time 
of Trial and Diſtreſs. We cannot look for- 
R 2 ward 
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ward with any Degree of Hope to thoſe 
important Seaſons, the Hour. of Death, and 
the Day of Judgment, but by thy gracious 
Aſſiſtance. O grant it in this Time of 
Need, and hear our Prayers for this thy 
Servant, who is now haſtening to thy Tri- 
bunal, and who puts his whole Contest 
only in thy Mercy. O ſuffer Him not to 
fail of that Happineſs, which Thou thyſelf 
once diedſt to obtain for him. By the Merits 
of thy own Agony carry him ſafely through 
Bis; By thy Croſs and Paſſion blot out the 
Remembrance of his Offences ; By thy pre- 
cious Death and Burial prepare him patient- 
ly to ſubmit to his Change; By thy glorious 
Reſurrection - entitle him to the ſame Hope; 
and by thy Aſcenſion bring him to the ſame 
State of Glory. In this 56 diſtreſſed State, 
in which He is incapable of Relief from any 
other Power, yet We know that He can, 
and We pray that He may find thy all- ſuffi- 
cient Help both for 71 Soul and for bis 
Body; Grant that the former may depart 
in Peace, and the latter may reſt in Hope, 
and both may be joined again in endleſs 
Joy and Glory. And bring us, We beſeech 
thee, in thy own good Time, to the ſame 
happy and glorious State, through thy own 
allJuthcrent Merits and Mediation, 


- +1126 
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For Conſolation on the Death of Friends. 
J Moſt wiſe and merciful Father, who 


make our Paſſage through Life more eaſy, 
and haſt ſurrounded us with Dangers, to 
| make our Conduct through it more careful; 
| Give us Grace to uſe the Bleſſings that We 

are favoured with, as thoſe who remember 
the Uncertainty of their Continuance, and 
the Certainty of that Account which is 
ſhortly to be given of them. Make us truly 
ſenſible that We are not worthy the 
leaſt of thy Mercies, whilſt they are con- 
tinued to us; and that Thou doſt in Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice remove them from us. 
Prepare us in our beſt Days to expect theſe 
Seaſons of Affliction, and to behave under 
them as thoſe who believe that they are ſent 
| to us by thy wiſe Providence. Bleſs us more 
| particularly with thy ſupporting Grace, 
| when Thou toucheſt us in our moſt impor- 
tant temporal Concern ; when Thou takeſt 
from us our neareſt and deareſt F riends. O 
be Thou our Friend in this great Trial of 
our Patience, when all thy own great Gifts, 
of natural Affection, of Reaſon, and of Re- 
ligion, concur to aggravate the Diſtreſs, 
obliging us to feel the Calamities of Others 


R 3 and 


haſt bleſſed us with Comforts, to 
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and to admit a compaſſionate Grief for the 
Loſs that has been ſuſtained, Make 
us apply the ſame good Gifts in the Relief 
ag. well as the Expreſſion of our Concern. 
Give us Grace not to ſorrow:as.thoſe that have 
70. Hope, but to moderate and expreſs our 
Grief, as thoſe who firmly believe what 
We profeſs to believe, ud who. rejoyce in 
theKnowledge of thy holy Revelation. Make 
us earneſtly aſpire after that happy Immor- 
tality, which We hope (and believe) our 
4 04 Friend has already attained; and 
grant that the very Diſtreſs, which 5s Re- 
moval from us occaſions to us, may be ap- 
plied as an uſeful Means to wean us more 
effectually from all worldly Affections, and 
to enforce a holy Redlution: of ſpending 
the, Remainder of our Days in thy more 
immediate Service, Grant that this. juſt 
Sentiment may not wear off with the preſent 
Occaſion, but may be the conſtant ruling 
Sentiment of our Lives; that We may again 
hereafter, in a more durable Station, rejoin. 
our former Partners in Piety and Virtue, 
and may receive with them our joint Re- 
ward; where our Affection ta particular 
Perſons will either be ſwallowed = in a to- 
tal Dedication of our Faculties to thee, the 
great Source of all Comfort and Delight; or 
where, if it will then, contribute to. our 


Hap- 
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Happineſs, We ſhall be bleſſed with the if 
moſt perfect Knowledge and Enjoyment of 
all our pious and virtuous Friends. Diſpoſe 
of us, We beſeech thee, in thy own wiſe 
and good Method ; but bring us ſecurely in 
the End to thy glorious Preſence, through 
the Merits and Mediation of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. NL 


For the ſame. 


FN Almighty God, the Diſpenſer of all 
Judgment, and Fountain of all Com- 
fort; give us Grace to acknowledge thy 
over-ruling Providence in every Diſpenſa- 
tion, and to apply to thee for Support in 
every Diſtreſs, which thy Wiſdom ſhall 
think fit to bring upon us. In particular, 
accept the Prayers, which now proceed 
from Hearts pierced with a deep Senſe of 
Sorrow, and wounded in the tendereſt Part 
of our Nature. Our preſent Affliction is 
ſuch as can admit of no Conſolation to wick 
ed Men, and in which the Beſt can reap it 
only by Application to thy Mercy. Hear 
us then, We beſeech thee, in this our ſore 
Calamity; and fince in thy wiſe Deſign of - 
preparing us for Eternity, Thou haſt been 
pleaſed fo to make and place us, as that the 
greateft preſent Bleſſings that We enjoy, do 
ha R 4 but 
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but make us capable of the heavier Affliction 
when we ate deprived of them ; ſupport us, 
We humbly pray thee, under theſe real and 
great Diſtreſſes, We know the Value of 
other Bleſſings chiefly by the Loſs of them, 
but That of thy Favour We beſt underſtand 
by the Enjoyment of it. Grant us this 
happy Knowledge by a conſtant Care to 
qualify ourſelves for it ; that We may in no 
Caſe be left remedileſs, but may find ſome 
Relief even in an Affliction, which in the 
Nature of it admits of no Reparation. Make 
even the Death of our Friends inſtrumental 
to the Advancement of our ſpiritual Life; 
that We may receive theſe Wounds of our 
Peace as the proper Puniſhment of our 
Sins; may become thereby the more deeply 
| ſenſible of the Inſignificancy of this World, 
and of the Neceility of raiſing our Hearts 
and Affections to the uninterrupted Felicity 
of the next. Teach us not to diſſemble or to 
be aſhamed of that Regret and Sorrow, 
which We feel at our Separation from thoſe, 
whom the Ties of Relation and of Worth 
had bound fo cloſely to us, but to limit them 
only within the Bounds of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion ; that they may be conſiſtent with a 
Senſe of our Duty to thee; and with a 
grateful Regard for the many remaining 
Bleſſings that We flill enjoy. Sang 
© 
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We beſeech thee, theſe Bleſſings, and if it 


ſeem good unto thee, increaſe them to thoſe 


who are ſo ſeverely afflicted by this preſent 
Diſpenſation. Comfort the Widow and 
the Fatherleſs, and raiſe them up Friends 
to aſſiſt and direct them in their Support 
and Education; to put them in a Method 


of being uſeful in this World, and princi- 
pally to inſtruct them in their Preparation 


for another. Make us careful to imitate 
the Virtues and Graces of thoſe that have 


gone before us, and endeavour ourſelves to 


leave a proper Pattern to ſucceeding Gene- 
rations. And Zeach us all ſo to number our 


Days, that We may apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom; may make the Proſpect of Hap- 
pineſs in the next Life our chief Comfort in 


this; and may ſecurely attain to it in thy 


good Time, through the Merits and Me- 


diation of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Pro her Collefts talen fromthe Liturgy, 
which may be uſed with any of the 
Prayers for the Sick: 1 


FN Lord Jeſu Thrift, who at thy firſt 
3 Coming, didſt ſend thy Meſſenger to 
prepare thy Way before thee}, Grant that 
the Miniſters and Stewards of thy Myſteries 
may likewiſe ſo prepare and make ready t 
Way, by turning the Hearts of the Diſobedient 
to the Wiſdom of the Juſt; that at thy ſecond 
Coming to judge the World, We may be 
found an acceptable People in thy Sight, 
who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, ever one God, World 
without End. Amen. OA. 


Lord, We beſeech thee, mercifully 

to receive the Prayers of thy People, 

which call upon thee : and grant that they 

may both perceive and know what things 

They ought to do, and alſo may have Grace 

and Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who 
doſt govern all things in Heaven and 
Earth; Mereifully hear the Supplications of 
hy People, and grant us thy Peace all the 


Days 
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Days of our Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. I 226 oa tR 


Mord, We beſeech thee favourably to 
hear the Prayers of thy People, that 
We; who are juſtly puniſhed for our Offenees, 
may be mercifully delivered by thy Goodneſs, 
for the Glory of thy Name, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one 
God, World without End. Amen. ; | 


\ God, the Strength of all them that put 
their Truſt in thee, mercifully accept 
our Prayers; and becauſe through the 
Weakneſs of our mortal Nature We can' do 
no good thing without thee, grant us the 
Help of thy Grace, that in keeping thy 
Commandments, We may pleaſe thee, both | 
in Will and Deed, through Jeſus Chriſfouc; { 
Lord. Amen. | 


Lord, We beſeech thee, mercifully to | 
hear us, and grant that We to whom i 

thou haſt given an hearty Deſire to pray, 

may by thy mighty Aid be defended and 

comforted in all Dangers and Adverſities, 

through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, : Amen, 4 \ 


— 
*-. 
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E T thy merciful Ears, O Lord, he 
open to the Prayers of thy humble 
Servants: and that they may obtain their 
Petitions, make them to aſk loch things as 
ſhall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 
A Lmighty and everlating God, who 


art always more ready to hear, than 
We to pray, and art wont to give more than 
either We defire or deſerve ; pour down 
upon us the Abundance of thy Mercy; 
forgiving us thoſe things, whereof our 
Conſcience is afraid, and giving us thoſe 
good things, which We are not worthy to 
aſk but through the Merits and Mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


art the Author of all Godliveſs Be 
ready, We beſeech thee, to hear the de- 
vout Prayers of thy Church, and grant 5 
thoſe Things, which We 2k faithfully, 
may obtain effectually, through Jeſus Enel 
our Lord. Amen. 


\ God, agile Packer: that deſp iſeſt 
not the ſighing of a contrite * xa 
nor the Defire of ſuch as be ſorrowful; 


wercilnl aſſiſt our Prayers that We make 
before 


O God, our Refuge, and Strength, who 


C: £\a.4 
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before thee in all our Troubles and Adver- 
ſities, whenſoever they oppreſs us; and gra- 
ciouſly hear us, that thoſe Evils, which the 
Craft and Subtilty of the Devil or Man 
worketh againſt, be brought to Nought, 
and by the Providence of thy Goodneſs they 
may be diſperſed; that We thy Servants be- 
ing preſerved jrom ſevere Trials, or ſupported 
under them, may evermore give Thanks un- 
to thee in thy holy Church, through jeh 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


E humbly beſeech thee, O Father, 

mercifully to look upon our Infirmities: 
and for the Glory of thy Name, turn from 
us all thoſe Evils, that We moſt righteoufly 
have deſerved; and grant that in all our 
Troubles We may put our whole Truſt and 
Confidence in thy Mercy, and evermore 
ſerve thee in Holineſs and Pureneſs of 
living, to thy Honour and Glory through 
our only Mediator and Advocate, Jelus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


\ God, the Creator and Preſerver of a al 
Mankind, We humbly beſeech thee 
for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, that 
thou wouldſt be pleaſed to make thy Ways 
known unto them, thy ſaving Health unto 
all Nations, More eſpecially We pray for the 
good 
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good Eſtate of the Catholick Church, that it 
may be ſo guided and governed by thy good 
Spirit, that all who profeſs and call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, may be led into the Way 
of Truth, and hold the Faith in Unity of 
Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and in Right 
teouſneſs of Life. Finally We commend 
to thy Fatherly Goodneſs all thoſe, who are 
any Ways afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, 
Body or "Eſtate (eſpecially thoſe for whom our 
Prayers are deſired) that it may pleaſe thee 
to comfort and relieve them, according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities, giving them Patience 
under their Sufferings, and a happy Iſſue out 
of all their Afflictions. And this We beg 
for 8895 Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


Lmi ghty and everlaſting God, merci- 
fully look upon our Infirmities and 
in all our Dangers and Neceſſities, ſtretch 
forth thy right Hand to help and defend 
us, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


God, who knoweſt us to be fot in the 
Midſt of fo many and great Dangers, 
that by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Nature, 
| We cannot always ſtand upright, Grant to 

us ſuch Strength and Protection, as may 
ſupport us in all Wee and carry us 


through 
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through all Temptations, through Jeſus 
1 8 our Lord. Amen. 


God, whoſe bleſſed Son was matifeſted, 
that He might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, and make us the Sons of God, 
and Heirs of eternal Life : Grant us, We 
beſeech thee, that having this Hope, We 
may purify ourſelves, even as He is pure ; 
that when He ſhall appear again with Power 
and great Glory, We may be made like 
unto him in his eternal and gloriousKingdom, 
where with thee, O Father, and thee, O 
Holy Ghoſt, He liveth and reigneth, ever 
one God, world without End. Amen. 


Lord God, who ſeeſt that We put not 

our Truſt in any thing that We do: 
mercifully grant that by thy Power We 
may be defended againſt all Adverſity, thro' 
_ Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who 
hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made, 
and doſt forgive hs Sins of all them that 
are penitent, create and make in us new and 
contrite Hearts: that We worthily lament- 
ing our Sins, and acknowledging our Wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all 
Mercy, perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty 
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ALmighty God, who ſeeſt that We have 


42 no Power of ourſelves to help our- 
| ſelves : keep us both outwardly in our. Bo- 
dies, and inwardly in our Souls,. that We 
may be defended from all Adverſities which 
may happen to the Body, and from all evil 
Thoughts which may aſſault and hurt the 
Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


(ant We beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that We, who for our evil Deeds do 
worthily deſerve to be puniſhed, by the 
Comfort of thy Grace, may mercifully be 
relieved, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. n Yo 


WZ beſeech thee, Almighty God, 

mercifully to look upon thy People, 
that by thy great Goodneſs they may be 
governed and preſerved evermore, both in 
Body and Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty God, who through thy only 
| begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt haſt over- 


come Death, and opened unto us the Gate 
of everlaſting Life; We humbly beſeech 
thee, that as by thy ſpecial Grace prevent- 
ing us, thou doſt put into our Minds good 
| Deſires, 
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Deſires, ſo by thy continual Help We may 
bring the ſame to good Effect, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reign- 
eth with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt ever one 
God, World without End. Amen, 
Almighty God, who alone canſt order 
the unruly Wills and Affections of ſin- 
ful Men ; Grant unto thy People, that they 
may love the Things which Thou command- 
eſt, and defire that which Thou doſt promiſe ; 
that ſo among the ſundry and manifold Dang- 
ers of the World, our Hearts may ſurely there 
be fixed, where true Joys are to be found, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


Lord who never faileſt to help and 
govern them, whom Thou doſt bring 
up in thy ſtedfaſt Fear and Love ; keep us, 
We beſeech thee, under the Protection of 
thy good Providence, and make us to have 
a perpetual Fear and Love of thy Holy Name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


God, the Protector of all that truſt in 
thee, without whom Nothing is 
ſtrong, Nothing is holy; increaſe and 
multiply upon%us thy Mercy; that Thou 
being our Ruler and Guide, We may ſo paſs 
through Things temporal, that We finally 

| 9 Aleſe 
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loſe not the Things eternal. Grant this, O 


Heavenly Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake our 
Lord. Amen, 


\ God, whoſe never failing Providence 
ordereth all Things both in Heaven 

and Earth, We humbly beſeech thee to put 
away from us all hurtful Things, and to 
give us thoſe Things, which be profitable 
for us, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Lmighty and moſt aol God, of thy 

bountiful Goodneſs keep us, We 
beſecch thee, from all things that may hurt 
us; that We being ready both in Body and 
Soul, may cheerfully accompliſh thoſe things 
which Thou wouldſt have done, rough 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lord, We beſecch thee, mercifully 

hear our Prayers; and ſpare all thoſe 

who confeſs their Sins unto Thee, that they, 
whoſe Conſciences by Sin are accuſed, by 


thy merciful Pardon may be WOE, through 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


| Moſt mighty God, and merciful 
Father, who haſt Compaſſion upon 
all Men, and hateſt Nothing that Thou haſt 
| made, who wouldſt not the Death of a 
4 8 Sinner 
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Sinner, but that He ſhould rather turn from 
his Sin, and be ſaved; mercifully forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, Receive and comfort us, 
who are grieved and wearied with the Bur- 


den of our Sins, Thy Property is always to 


have Mercy; to Thee only it appertaineth to 
forgive Sins. Spare us therefore, good Lord, 
ſpare thy People, whom thou haſt redeem- 
ed; Enter not into Judgment with thy Ser- 
vants, who are vile Earth and miſerable Sin- 
ners; but ſo turn thine Anger from us, who 
meekly acknowledge our Vileneſs, and truly 
repent us of our Faults; and ſo make haſte 
to help us in this World, that We may ever 
live with thee in the World to come, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


urn Thou us, O good Lord, and fo 


ſhall We be turned. Be favourable, 
O Lord, be favourable to thy People, who 
turn to Thee in weeping, faſting and praying. 
For Thou art a merciful God, full of Com- 


paſſion, long ſuffering, and of great Pity. 


Thou ſpareſt when We deſerve Puniſhment, 
and in thy Wrath thinkeft upon Mercy. 
Spare thy People, good Lord, ſpare them, 
and let not thine Heritage be brought to 
Confuſion. Hear us, O Lord, for thy Mer- 
cy is great; and after the Multitude of thy 
Mercies look upon us, through the * 
1 an 
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and Mediation of thy bleſſed Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, bywhoſe 
| Spirit the whole Body of the Church 
is governed and ſanctified; receive our Sup- 
plications and Prayers, which we offer be- 
fore thee for all Eſtates of Men in thy Holy 
Church, that every Member of the fame in 
| his Vocation and Miniſtry, may truly and 
godly ſerve Thee, through our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Lmighty God, Who haſt given us 
Grace at this Time with one Accord to 
make our common Supplications unto Thee, 
and doſt promiſe that when Two or Three 
are gathered together in thy Name Thou 
wilt grant their Requeſts, Fulfil now, O 
Lord, the Deſires and Petitions of thy 
Servants, as may be moſt expedient for them, 
granting us in this World Knowlege of thy 
Truth, and in the World to come Life 
everlaſting. Amen. TT | 


| H E Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
I and the Love of God, and the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 1 


